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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES

A. Introduction
1. “For I am not ashamed … For in it the righteousness … For the

wrath of God … For God made it evident to them.”

B. “Danger!” warns G______
1. we conclude that hell is a terrible reality when we consider

a. the attributes of God such as He is H_______
b. the D_______ of the Son of God
c. the work of God the Holy Spirit to convict men of J__________
d. the scriptures’ warnings of eternal D_________ of unbelievers
e. the martyrs who have preferred death to D______ their Saviour

2. the reason for God’s wrath is expressed in two ways:
a. ________________ is man excluding God from his life
b. ________________ are the resulting actions that displease God

C. “What Danger?” asks M______
1. man’s ongoing efforts are to belittle, to D_________ the dynamite

of the gospel
2. Satan’s mission is to D___________ God

D. “Rescue!” shouts the G__________
1. the S_________ of the gospel is God
2. the end, or purpose, of the gospel is our R____________

3. salvation is available to all through F________
4. an intrinsic component in this is R____________ not meaning

remorse, but literally to change ones mind, to make a 180° turn

E. “It’s Dynamic” exclaims P______
1. “it is the power (“dunamis,” dynamics, dynamite, …)
2. the people of that day were proud of R_______ accomplishments

and of their G________ culture
3. cultural things that make people disdain the gospel today:

4. the gospel is still dynamic and can rescue us from sin, can make us fit
for God’s presence; it is still dynamic, life-C________ for it is the
power of God unto salvation

References related to this study:
Our boasting to be of God: Psalm 20:7, 34:2, Galatians 6:14; Reality of
hell and punishment: Psalm 9:17, Daniel 12:2, Matthew 3:12, 10:28,
18:9, Luke 16:23 and context, John 3:36, James 3:6, 2 Peter 2:4, 17,
Jude 1:13, Revelation 14:11, 20:10; Holy Spirit convicts men of
judgment: John 16:8; Man excludes God from his life: Psalm 10:4;
Christ’s work of reconciliation: 2 Corinthians 5:19; Our sin removed,
forgotten: Psalm 103:2, Hebrews 8:12, 10:17; God works His good
pleasure in us: Philippians 2:13; “The just shall live by faith” Habakkuk
2:4; Faith and trust involve repentance: Proverbs 3:5, Mark 1:15;
Ridicule etc.,  used in attempt to silence gospel: Acts 19:28ff, 26:24;
We are told to be bold, unashamed: Luke 9:26, 1 Corinthians 15:58



—{1}. Romans 1:16–19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . What is the Gospel?
Scripture Reading, Romans 1:16-19 NAS:

For I am not ashamed of the gospel [of Christ], for it is the power [the dunamis, the dynamic, the dynamite] of God
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is
revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “but the righteous man shall live by faith.”  For the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,
because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.

A. Introduction
1. Psalms 139:14 AV “I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that

my soul knoweth right well.”

2. it’s true: the human mind is a strange thing!
a. Jennifer accompanied by Luke at the ladies’ brunch

(A) she: “can we use the bathroom off the study?”
(B) me: “is there someone in the one upstairs?”
(C) now there’s a useful, clever question — an example of a man’s mind in action!

b. my mind took off in similar fashion this week on this text:
(A) why speak of the Gospel in such negative terms?
(B) why “I am not ashamed” — why not “I am excited by” or even “I boast of” – after all, God’s work  should

be a cause for our boasting, a reason to exult
(1) Psalm 20:7; NAS: Some boast in chariots, and some in horses; But we will boast in the name of the

LORD, our God.
(2) Psalms 34:2; NAS:  My soul shall make its boast in the LORD; The humble shall hear it and rejoice.
(3) Galatians 6:14; NAS:  But may it never be that I should boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus

Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.
(C) so I looked up the Greek seeking some other meaning, but no, is means just what is translated,

“ashamed”
c. but after a while, the penny dropped and I could see how meaningful this would have been to the Christians

in Rome — something to which everyone here can relate today — maybe I’ll get around to explaining the reason
during this message!



3. first, some comments on the structure of this passage
a. you have no doubt heard a child, when asked what she has been doing, respond with something sounding like

this: “and we went to the mall, and we stopped by the fountain, and we went up and down the escalator, and
Mummy tried on some shoes, and I asked for ice cream, and Mummy said when we got home, and can I have
some ice cream now, and ...”
(A) in this spate, “and” is a useful general usage conjunction

(1) replacing such words as “then”, “but”, “now”
(2) joining a number of quite disconnected thoughts

(B) in Hebrew, the word “waw” has a similar role
(1) almost every sentence seems to start with “waw”
(2) it is translated in many ways, just a few being: “and,” “yet,” “but,” “again,” “now,” “then,” “for” and

sometimes by nothing at all
(3) so grammarians classify these many uses of “waw”
(4) and one is waw explicativum (explanatory) which is used to explain a preceding statement, rendered

“for” — you have to examine the following statement to understand what has been said previously
b. now, Paul is writing in Greek but his writing often reveals his Hebrew thought patterns and manner of speech

(A) here he piles up four explanatory statements in a row
(B) each is introduced by “for” — his waw explcativum (if you are using the NIV you won’t see all four of

these)
(C) each enlarges on or details some aspect of those previous
(D) and after reading forward, we now have to work backward in order to understand the implication of each,
(E) which is how we will, more or less, approach this passage this morning to see the following:

(1) God warns us, “Danger!”
(2) Man rebelliously asks, “What Danger?”
(3) The gospel shouts, “Rescue!”
(4) Paul exclaims, “It’s Dynamic!”

(F) with the entire passage an explanation of the statement just made in Romans 1:15, ASV:  So, as much
as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you also that are in Rome

B. “Danger!” (says God)
1. Romans 1:18; NAS: For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of

men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 
a. we will return to the last part of the verse in the next point



b. but for now, two truths need to be stated:
(A) Hell is the expression of God’s wrath
(B) Sin is the reason for God’s wrath

2. The reality of hell, the expression of God’s wrath
a. this is not a popular teaching today

(A) people are happy to hear of a loving, gracious God
(1) but a God of judgment, of wrath, a different matter
(2) in an age of tolerance, this is intolerable

(B) but it is important that it be taught and proclaimed
b. tody, rather than look up a lot of references, let us consider:
c. If we do not teach the wrath of God, then we deny essential attributes of God that are revealed in His word:

He is holy, He is awesome, He is a jealous God who will not permit any other person or thing to usurp His place,
He is sovereign, and He will not allow rebellion against Him to last forever

d. If we do not teach the wrath of God, then we deny the need, the purpose, and the power of the death of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, on the Cross; it becomes but a grand yet useless gesture, without any meaning to
anyone today

e. If we do not teach the wrath of God, then we deny the work of the Holy Spirit who convicts men and women
of sin, and of righteousness and of judgment (John 16:8)

f. If we do not teach the wrath of God, then we deny the words of the Scriptures which warn over and over of
judgment to come and of the eternal destroying of all unbelievers

g. If we do not teach the wrath of God, then we deny the blood of the apostles and the countless millions of
martyrs that have perished proclaiming and holding on to their faith rather than deny the Saviour God who has
rescued them from such judgment

3. The nature of sin, the reason for God’s wrath – 2 words are used
a. ungodliness or godlessness — a state — sin, singular

(A) the primary aspect of sin is that it rules God, and His rule, out of our lives
(B) it exalts self: my desires, my works, my will above God
(C) Psalms 10:4; AV: “The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: God is not

in all his thoughts.”
(D) so that man willingly remains in bondage — in bondage of the mind, in bondage of the will, in bondage

of all his desires and actions — to sin, and this shows itself in



b. unrighteousness or wickedness — actions — sins, plural
(A) if we are in a state of sin — denying God His rightful place in our lives (and that is how we are born) —

then is it any wonder that our actions cannot please Him?
(B) people interested in spiritual power — the Harry Potter phenomenon testifies to this — but not in Jesus

Christ
(C) even “good” people are lost — their hostility to God is manifest by a refusal to submit to His plan of

salvation — their own good works become an evidence against them

C. “What Danger?” (quarrels man)
1. Romans 1:18b-19; NAS: … who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that which is known about God

is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.
a. as young boys

(A) skating on rink at Dieppe park while it was being flooded
(B) “hey! that ice isn’t hard yet … don’t you see the sign?”
(C) “what sign?”

2. man’s ongoing efforts are to belittle, to defuse the gospel
a. in the late 1980's the “Big Bang” explanation of the universe came into prominence, which has a corollary that

scientists do not like — the universe had a beginning — so here was an effect without a cause, an anathema
to science
(A) so there has developed a belief in god amongst scientists but not in the self-revealed God of the Bible:

but rather
(1) deism — a god to started things off and then left; or,
(2) pantheism — all matter is the expression of this god

(B) untold $billions are spent to determine if universe is open (expanding forever) or  closed (eventually
contracting back to a singular point)

(C) all sorts of postulates, theories, guesses have been made to find the so-called missing dark matter that
would make the universe closed, and this reveals an underlying agenda (science is not really objective!)

(1) “If we can somehow prove the universe closed, then we have an eternal cycle of big bangs”
(2) and God is once more disposed of

b. so, knowing from Job that Satan’s mission is to discredit God, I view with considerable suspicion
(A) the advances in biology which permit scientists — in a limited fashion — to produce life — we, too, are

as gods!



(B) every revisionist discovery of historical data — which may be used to discredit the truth of God’s word
(C) every news item about and research into the “historical Jesus” which would deny that “God was in Christ

reconciling the world to Himself” — 2 Corinthians 5:19
D. “Rescue!” (shouts the gospel)

1. Romans 1:17; NKJV: For in it [the gospel] the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written,
“The just shall live by faith.”
a. its source is God
b. its end is righteousness
c. its availability is all through faith

2. its (the gospel’s) source is God
a. this deals with the godlessness aspect of sin
b. taking away the enmity that exists between man and God
c. replacing war with peace, with fellowship, with adoption
d. this great aspect of salvation we call reconciliation and is a topic for another day — or many of them

3. its (the gospel’s) end, or purpose, is righteousness
a. this deals with the wickedness aspect of sins
b. taking away the guilt that leaves us condemned by holy God
c. removing our sins as far from us as the east is from the west, to be remembered no more, making us acceptable

in Christ Jesus to dwell with God (Psalm 103:2, Hebrews 8:12)
d. working in us to will and to do His good pleasure (Phil 2:13)
e. these great aspects of salvation we call justification and sanctification and they too are topics for other days

4. it (the good news) is available by faith
a. revealed in two phrases in this verse

(A) “from faith to faith” (NIV: faith from first to last)
(B) “The just shall live by faith” [period]

b. literally “out of faith into faith”
(A) you have heard the expression “out of the frying pan, into the fire”

(1) describes the fact that ones situation is unaltered
(2) depicts an instance where there is no escape

(B) so it is with the gospel



(1) no matter how you slice and dice it, chop, shred or grate it, cut or mince it, …
(2) salvation is put into effect through faith

c. so justification is by faith [period] as Paul quotes Habakkuk 2:4 – “the just shall live by faith”
(A) God’s work plus mine — a mark of any false sect
(B) so why does the Bible, in some key places say “Repent and believe” as a condition of salvation?

(1) to understand salvation need to realize what we are
(a) saved from: our sinful, lost state
(b) saved to: a relationship with the living God

(2) faith that brings salvation then involves trust in Jesus Christ and His finished work that He will
(a) take me from the old, sinful, lost state,
(b) take me to the new state as a child of God, and
(c) repentance is, literally, the change of our mind, so that we desire this transition to take place

(3) whence I conclude that repentance is an intrinsic part of faith: the Old Testament word for faith is trust
(a) Proverbs 3:5 “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart and lean not to thine own understanding” clearly

reveals this 
(b) I turn from myself to God, and, this turning around is the very definition of repentance

(C) this, then,  is not God’s work plus mine — it’s all of God — because it is the Holy Spirit Who brings us to
this point of repentance at which God by His grace grants us this saving faith in Christ, the Son

E. “It’s Dynamic!” (exclaims Paul)
1. the context is the glory of Rome and its empire

a. a cause of pride, boasting
b. it was the centre of the universe in their eyes
c. they had absorbed Greek culture
d. there were the great feats of Roman engineering
e. they had genius for law (much legal terminology still in Latin)

2. and Christianity? “What is the Gospel?”
a. from this backwoods little semi-province of Judah

(A) most notable for all the troubles the Jews caused
(B) a place to relegate out of favour politicians

b. meeting in little synagogues and in homes
(A) where were the temples to rival those of Italy and Greece?



(B) where were the statues to these gods of Jesus and the resurrection to match with Rome’s?
c. so the opposition, among other ways, would make use of ridicule to shame believers to silence

(A) some examples from the book of Acts are
(1) when Paul was in Ephesus and the crowds yelled for two hours at him “Great is Diana of the Ephesians”
(2) Acts 26:24; NAS: And while Paul was saying this in his defence, Festus said in a loud voice, “Paul, you

are out of your mind! Your great learning is driving you mad.”
(B) so all were united against “This Way”, 

(1) the pagans branded them as atheists
(2) the Jews abhorred them as subverting the law

(C) Paul’s saying “I am not ashamed” is not a weak negative, but a direct challenge to the culture of the times

3. Romans 1:16:  “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ for it is the power [the dynamic] of God to salvation
to everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek”
a. is this a backwater religion?

(A) granted: it was first given to the Jews of little old Juda
(B) but, it is just as suitable, just a powerful, just as needed, in the much esteemed culture of Greek origin

about which the Roman Empire boasted
b. and this gospel is dynamic, something of which we can speak with confidence, notwithstanding the culture of

our times
(A) today the temples to which our churches are compared so disparagingly are the colleges and universities

(many of which were originally founded to the glory of God)
(B) and the gods to which these temples are raised are those of science and humanist secularism
(C) with their high priests the academics who would seek at every turn to tear down the truth of God’s word

c. but the Bible is still true and we need not be ashamed
(A) the Gospel is still dynamic, it works: this is “good news”, or in the words of Isaiah and the angels, “glad

tidings”
(B) it is the power of God to salvation by faith
(C) it does rescue the believer and give to him judicial righteousness – declared just in the courts of God
(D) it still delivers from the wrath of God and institutes peace and reconciliation between sinful man and the

loving Father God
(E) it is still the same life-changing, powerful gospel, that turned the world upside-down in the New

Testament days and it can do the same with men and with society today
(F) we, too, with Paul can brave the disdain of philosophers and calmly witness this same gospel of Christ



F. Conclusion
1. so let us, therefore, take courage to continue in witnessing to our faith, knowing it is true and the power, the

dynamic, of God that the Holy Spirit will use to change lives to God’s glory

2. God’s Word instructs us to do so
a. Luke 9:26; NAS: “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when

He comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.”
b. 1 Corinthians 15:58; NAS: “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the

work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.”

3. with this in mind let us sing our closing hymn, “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations”
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