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God, Our Saviour
Job 33:23–30

January 5, 2003 

SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES

A. Introduction

1. the name Elihu means ____________________
2. his father’s name, Barachel, means ________________
3. he is kinder to Job and does not accuse him of hypocrisy but rather

that Job should receive this from God with more S___________ and
regards suffering not as punishment but as D___________

B. There is a need for a Saviour  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Job 33:26c–28a

1. 1.  Man was originally created in R______________
2. II.   Mankind has S____________
3. III.  Mankind is therefore under God’s righteous W______

C. God desires man be spared His wrath  . . . . . . . . . .   Job 33:28–30

1. I & II.a.  He delivers us from the P______________ due us
2. I & II.b.  He delivers us to F____________ with Himself
3. II.  To accomplish this, God goes even so far as the C______ !

D. God has a plan of salvation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Job 33:23-24

1. I.   God has a P___________ to accomplish this deliverance
a. This is the Angel of the Lord, or God the Son, Himself
b. His character (qualifying Him for His work) is

(A) that He is U__________
(B) that He is R__________

2. II.   His work P________ the Holy God to permit man’s deliverance

E. God’s salvation works!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Job 33:25-26

1. I.   Those saved are R___________, re-born, from above
2. II.   With the results that they 

a. can and will P________, 
b. they have bold and joyful A_______ to God
c. and are R________ before God

Other references: God disciplines: Heb 12:6; The alternatives: John 3:36;
God desires our salvation: 2 Peter 3:9; Hagar’s story: Gen 6:1-13; Christ
unique: John 3:16, Songs 5:10, Eccl 7:28; Christ righteous: 2 Cor 5:21,
Rom 3:25-26; Revealing salvation: Ps 98:2; Nicodemus: John 3:3, 9–10;
God’s salvation renews: Isa 40:31, 2 Cor 5:17, Ps 40:2–3



—{1}.Job 33:23-30  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   God, Our Saviour

Scripture Reading, Job 33:23–30 NAS:

If there is an angel as mediator for him, One out of a thousand, To remind a man what is right for him, Then let
him be gracious to him, and say, “Deliver him from going down to the pit, I have found a ransom;” Let his flesh
become fresher than in youth, Let him return to the days of his youthful vigour; Then he will pray to God, and
He will accept him, That he may see His face with joy, And He may restore His righteousness to man.  He will
sing to men and say, “I have sinned and perverted what is right, And it is not proper for me. He has redeemed
my soul from going to the pit, And my life shall see the light.”  Behold, God does all these oftentimes with men,
To bring back his soul from the pit, That he may be enlightened with the light of life.

A. Introduction
1. this passage is a marvellous, prophetic utterance of the Gospel

Gladys Aylward, known by many as “The Small Woman” because of her height was a missionary to China.
She was  was forced to flee when the Japanese invaded Yangcheng.  But she could not leave her work behind.
With only one assistant, she led more than a hundred orphans over the mountains toward Free China.

"During Glady's harrowing journey out of war-torn Yangcheng ... she grappled with despair as never before.
After passing a sleepless night, she faced the morning with no hope of reaching safety.  A 13-year-old girl in
the group reminded her of their much-loved story of Moses and the Israelites crossing the Red Sea.

"But I am not Moses," Gladys cried in desperation.

"Of course you aren't," the girl said, "but Jehovah is still God."
Gladys and the orphans made it through, proving once again that despite our inadequacies, God is still God,
and we can trust in him. —{2}.



2. Our God … 
a. … is a Deliverer!
b. … is a Redeemer!
c. … is a Saviour!
d. He still is!

3. An Introduction to Elihu
a. responds to final speech of Job and to the three friends
b. included, or not, in God’s indictment against Job’s friends?
c. who is he?

(A) Genesis 22:20-21 may be indication that he descended from one of Abraham’s nephews and of
those people speaking the “Ram” or Aramaic flavour of Hebrew?

(B) name means “He is my God” (with the use of “He” indicating a name of God too precious to be
spoken

(C) his father’s name, Barachel — “God will bless”
d. his words differed from those of Job’s friends —{3}.

(A) seem to be far more just
(1) not charging him with hypocrisy
(2) only blames Job for not receiving it in more submission

(B) regarded affliction not as punishment, but discipline: Hebrews 12:6; NAS: for those whom the Lord
loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives.

(C) but would he have held this truth if he were in Job’s place?
(D) in any event his words contain prophetic truth

(1) either he was repeating known prophecy, or,
(2) he was acting as a prophet
(3) so, while these words were addressed to Job in his particular circumstances, today we will look

at them and concentrate on their prophetic aspect

B. There is a need for a Saviour



1. Job 33:26c–28a; NAS: 
a. I. … And He [that is, God] may restore His righteousness to [this] man. 
b. II.  He [that is, this man]  will sing to men and say, 

(A) “I have sinned 
(B) and perverted what is right, 
(C) And it is not proper [or, profit, or, reward]  for me. 

c. III.  He [that is, God] has redeemed my soul from going to the pit. …”

2. I.   mankind was originally created in righteousness
a. this is the conclusion we reach from the word “restore”
b. it is also the conclusion we reach when we read the account of creation in the book of Genesis
c. and it is the conclusion we reach from the New Testament
d. and from all these we also find out that, …

3. II.   mankind has sinned — a three-fold declaration in these verses
a. in Adam, all have sinned
b. our fallen nature perverts our every attempt to do right
c. any right we attempt is not worthy of a reward

4. III. sin has endangered us to God’s righteous wrath; “The Pit”; the alternatives are summed up in John
3:36; AV: He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not
see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.

C. God’s desires man be spared His wrath - He desires to save us!
1. Job 33:28–30; NAS: two parallel stanzas — 

a. I.  He [that is, God] has redeemed 
(A) my soul from going to the pit, 
(B) And my life shall see the light.”  

b. II.  Behold, God does all these oftentimes [the Hebrew is more picturesque, God does this twice, yes,
even three times] with men, 
(A) To bring back his soul from the pit, 



(B) That he may be enlightened with the light of life.

2. in the New Testament this is expressed very forcefully: 2 Peter 3:9; NAS: The Lord is not slow about His
promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to
come to repentance.

3. I.   note what God’s redemption accomplishes (shown in both the first and second stanzas of this couplet)
a. deliverance from …

(A) “from the pit” which applies most directly to this sick man, Job, and the preserving his life from
death

(B) but the context leads us to make a short and natural step to our emphasis today in seeing this
deliverance as from punishment; from God’s righteous wrath

b. deliverance to …
(A) restoration to the intended fellowship with God
(B) the enlightenment Adam had before the fall — this is going on even now through the sanctifying

work of the Holy Spirit and will be completed when Christ appears

4. II.   note the extent to which God goes
a. NAS translates it “oftentimes”
b. Original is a Hebraism: “twice, yea even three times”

(A) twice: He does it and again
(B) thrice: He continues doing it until it is complete

c. in the Person of God, the Son, He goes even to the cross

D. God has a plan to accomplish His desire to save
1. Job 33:23-24; NAS: 

a. I.  If there is 
(A) an angel [or, messenger]
(B)  as mediator [or, interpreter] for him [or, at His side]

(1) One out of a thousand, 
(2) To remind a man what is right for him [or, to show His righteousness to him], 



b. II.  Then let Him [that is, God]
(A) be gracious to him, 
(B) and say, “Deliver him from going down to the pit,
(C) I have found a ransom [or, atonement]”;

2. I.   God has a Person to accomplish this deliverance
a. who is this angel or messenger?

(A) varied opinions over the years
(1) some say, in Elihu’s mind it was Elihu
(2) he being but one of God’s people to do this, who are messengers of God, interpreters of the

word of God to those in need, to the sick, to Job
(3) even, if so, the further view must be toward Christ

(B) Old Testament phrase, the Angel of the Lord or of God
(C) not just one of the heavenly, holy beings
(D) for an example: the story of Hagar; let’s turn to Genesis 16:1–13, and scan this passage quickly

(1) in verse 13, Hagar names this Angel as God
(2) in verse 13, Moses confirms her conclusion

(E) understood to be pre-incarnate appearance of God the Son; with emphasis on His being sent, and
so, here in Job I, with John Gill, think it best to understand this as “Christ himself, the angel of
God’s presence, the messenger of the covenant, who is … on his side, an advocate and intercessor
for him with God” —{4}.

b. what is the character and work of this mediator or interpreter?
(A) unique (one out of a thousand) – John 3:16; AV: For God so loved the world, that he gave his only

begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
(1) twice in the Old Testament (Songs 5:10, Eccl 7:28) is a reference to “one in ten thousand” which

is usually understood as prophetic of Jesus
(B) righteous, showing God’s righteousness

(1) 2 Corinthians 5:21; NAS: He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him.

(2) this is also Christ’s office as Mediator, and especially as a prophet, even to show the uprightness
of God, the rectitude of his nature, the righteousness required in his holy law; and this Christ



has shown forth and declared in his being the propitiation for the sins of his people —{5}.

(3) Romans 3:25-26; NAS: whom [that is, Christ Jesus] God displayed publicly as a propitiation in
His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance
of God He passed over the sins previously committed; for the demonstration, I say, of His
righteousness at the present time, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has
faith in Jesus.

(C) making known God’s salvation – Psalm 98:2; NAS: The LORD has made known His salvation; He
has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations.

3. II.   This permits the Holy God to allow sinful man’s deliverance
a. this angel’s work allows God’s grace to be exercised
b. this angel delivers man from God’s righteous wrath
c. this angel provides a ransom or atonement —{6}.

(A) in Christ
(1) the interpreter and the ransom are one
(2) just as in Him the priest and sacrifice are one

(B) ‘God looks upon him in mercy; for He looks upon him in Christ, and says, “He shall not perish, oh
no!  Deliver him from going down to the pit; for I have found a ransom for him.”’

E. God’s salvation works!
1. Job 33:25-26; NAS: 

a. I.  Let his [the one so delivered] flesh become fresher than in youth, Let him return to the days of his
youthful vigour; 

b. II.  Then 
(A) he will pray to God, and He will accept him, 
(B) That he may see His [that is, God’s] face with joy,
(C) And He may restore His righteousness to man.

2. I.    Because those saved are renewed; are born from above
a. perhaps this was one of the Scriptures in Jesus’ mind in His conversation with Nicodemus, John 3:3,

9-10; NAS: Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God.” … Nicodemus answered and said to Him, “How can these things be?”



Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not understand these things?”
b. Hebrew rather than a Greek expression of truth

(A) New Testament talks of regeneration as in Titus 3:5, (He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which
we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and
renewing by the Holy Spirit) where it is a conceptual, almost philosophical,  word

(B) but here, we have a pictorial explanation
(1) obviously applying to Job in his sickened state, covered with boils, and in great suffering, whom

God can restore to his original, pristine condition
(2) and the gospel can do that — and more!
(3) Isaiah 40:31; NAS: Yet those who wait for the LORD Will gain new strength; They will mount up

[with] wings like eagles, They will run and not get tired, They will walk and not become weary.
(C) 2 Corinthians 5:17; NAS:  Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things

passed away; behold, new things have come.
c. so, those who have been delivered in this fashion can give the same testimony as did King David, Psalms

40:2-3; NAS:  “He brought me up out of the pit of destruction [AV: an horrible pit], out of the miry clay;
And He set my feet upon a rock making my footsteps firm. And He put a new song in my mouth, a song
of praise to our God; Many will see and fear, And will trust in the LORD.”

3. II.   and as a result
a. the one delivered will desire to pray and this believer’s prayers are now acceptable before God
b. the believer has bold — joyful — access unto God

When the pastor made a good point in the sermon, a woman, a stranger to the church, called out,
“AMEN!”

It was quite a staid church so naturally heads turned to see who was making that racket.  Well, the
preacher made another really good point, she said, “THANK YOU JESUS!”

Folks began to get uncomfortable.  Finally the preacher made an exceptionally good point and the
woman stood up, waved her hands in the air and shouted “HALLELUJAH!”

At that point the head usher came up beside her and said, “Madam, what do you think you’re doing?!”
She replied, “I can’t help it, I’ve got religion.”



The usher replied, “Well, you didn’t get it HERE so sit down and be quiet!” —{7}.

c. the believer has right standing before God in Christ

F. So we are able confidently to exhort you this morning
1. if you, like Job, are undergoing severe trials, almost feeling that God has abandoned you, we can say “not

so”

2. or, if you have yet to accept Christ, we can say in the same words as did Paul and his companions, in 2
Corinthians 5:20; NAS: “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through
us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”

3. knowing that God looks on you and says, “Deliver him from going down to the pit: I have found a Ransom”
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