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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Introduction — Résumé and context

1. Job 26-27: He describes the character of God’s P________

2. Job 27: He complains about S________________ unjustly
3. Job 28: He meditates on difficulty in gaining W__________

4. Job 29-30: How people’s A______________ to him has changed
5. Job 31: Job defends the P__________ of his life

B. Memories of His Family
1. children form an E______________ of God’s blessing 29:5

2. memories of our families bring both R__________ and J_____
3. from these memories, I can learn, for the future, to:

C. Memories of His Exploits
1. Job’s memories of this “exploits” included when he

a. 29:7-10: was one of the elders in the gate, a J________

b. 29:11-17: was able to care for the N________ and suffering
c. 29:18-20: assumed that this would continue all his L______

d. 29:21-25 enjoyed the I________________ and popularity
2. some of the things in which I take unreasonable pride are:

ë athletic exploits ë intellectual achievements
ë career milestones ë artistic and musical skils

ë other: ___________________________________________
3. from these memories, I can learn, for the future, to:

D. Memories of His God
1. Job remembers

a. the P_________________ from God 29:2
b. the G______________ from God 29:3

c. the C______________ with God 29:4–5
d. the B______________ from God 29:5–6

2. in our walk with God we can expect to have both V__________
and M____________________ experiences; and example of the
first of these in the life of
a. David is:

b. the Lord, Jesus Christ, is:

c. myself is:

3. from these memories, I can learn, for the future, to:

Scripture passages pertinent to today’s meditations:
The blessing of Children: Psalm 127; Job carrying out his priestly
duties: Job 1:5; Solomon’s conclusion after his study of the meaning of
life: Ecclesiastes 12; the folly of seeking earthly satisfactions: John
6:27, Luke 12:15; Low points experienced by our Saviour: His
temptation, Matthew 4; Rejection by friends and family: Matthew
13:54ff, Mark 6:1ff, Luke 4:16ff; sorrowing in Gethsemane, Matthew
26:36ff, Mark 14:32ff; forsaken by God as He bore our sin on the cross:
Matthew 27:46, Mark 15:34, Luke 22:39ff; thanksgiving should be
NOW: Psalm 118:24; Caleb’s victorious faith: Joshua 14



—{1}. Job 29:2–5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Memories

Scripture Reading: Job 29:2–5 NAS:  

Oh that I were as in months gone by, As in the days when God watched over [or, preserved] me; When His lamp
shone over my head, And by His light I walked through darkness; As I was in the prime of my days, When the
friendship [or, secret; or, friendly counsel] of God was over my tent; When the Almighty was yet with me, And
my children were around me;

A. Introduction
1. We have come to the end of the year

a. Romans named first month of the year, January, after one of their idols, Janus who had two faces, one
looking back, the other looking ahead

b. common at this time to take a nostalgic look at the past year
c. at the same time from these memories to look forward

(A) some of you may compose resolutions for 2003
(B) some you might record; might track; might keep them

d. today I want to look at three aspects of Job’s life upon which Job looked back in this chapter 29
(A) His family, His exploits, His God
(B) we, too, can also look back on these aspects of our lives
(C) and we can resolve, by the grace of God, how we would like to change these in the future

2. Résumé of the happenings in Job
a. The last time we looked in the book of Job was chapter 25

(A) that was the last, short speech by Bildad
(B) in Job 25:4 (NAS) he asked that question: “How then can a man be just with God? Or how can he

be clean who is born of woman?”
(C) and we looked at the wonderful teaching of justification by faith in the finished work of the Lord

Jesus Christ



b. Chapters 26 through 31 form an extended discourse by Job ending with the words “The words of Job are
ended”
(A) at the end of chapters 26 and 28 it looks as though Job paused as though waiting for a reply that

did not come
(B) this arguments in this discourse, called a “parable” in the King James, are only very loosely

connected
(C) this discourse ranges over various subject matter, much of it echos of things previously said in the

book of Job
(D) 26: Job opens with sarcastic commendation of his friends

(1) Job 26:2-4 NAS: What a help you are to the weak! How you have saved the arm without
strength! What counsel you have given to one without wisdom! What helpful insight you have
abundantly provided! To whom have you uttered words? And whose spirit was expressed through
you?

(E) 26, 27: Job talks about various aspects of Gods power
(1) Job 26:14 NAS:  Behold, these are the fringes of His ways; And how faint a word we hear of Him!

But His mighty thunder, who can understand?
(2) or, in other less graphic speech, we only get to see a most minute portion of God’s character and

power
(F) 27: Job complains about his suffering unjustly

(1) in this chapter
(a) even though Job agrees with his friends that God often punishes the wicked in this life
(b) he maintains that is not why he is suffering
(c) Job 27:6 NAS: “I hold fast my righteousness and will not let it go. My heart does not reproach

any of my days.”
(G) 28: Job philosophizes on the difficulty in gaining wisdom

(1) to set the stage, job begins by describing how far man goes in order to mine precious metal and
jewels

(2) then he describes how much more wisdom is worth than all these yet it is not to be found the
same way

(3) at last concluding in Job 28:28 (NAS), much like Solomon in another time and place, And to man



He said, “Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; And to depart from evil is understanding.”
(H) 29, 30: Job notes how his changed status has changed people’s attitude toward him

(1) it is from the first verses of this section that we read and that we will use to launch today’s
message

(I) 31: Job defends the purity and righteousness of his life

B. Memories of His Family
1. Job 2:2a, 5b; NIV: “How I long for the months gone by, for the days when … my children were around me!”

a. Job had experienced loss of the evidences of God’s blessing
(A) Psalms 127:3 NAS: Behold, children are a gift of the LORD; The fruit of the womb is a reward.
(B) so, Job had the ultimate empty-nest syndrome

b. but Job could look back to those pleasant, family  times 
(A) he and his wife of being together with their seven sons and three daughters
(B) when they would gather together on their birthdays
(C) when he, as an Old Testament — but non-Levitical — priest would offer sacrifices on behalf of his

family
c. in these reminiscences, gone were the worries and concerns that had previously clouded his brow when

they were alive
d. but at this time it is only the fond memories come to his mind

2. Today we all can probably reminisce about our families
a. each of us will have differing perspectives

(A) some can only look back as children and siblings
(B) others of us can also remember as parents

b. and we will have varied feelings
(A) for most there will be some tinge of regret

(1) it’s a rare family that does not have some tragedy
(a) probably nowhere near Job’s in severity
(b) but we frequently frame in our minds such words

¤ “If I had only expressed my love …” 



¤ “I wish I had spent more time …”
(c) but as time goes on, God graciously heals such wounds, the scars become almost

imperceptible
(2) as parents we look back

(a) “We get too soon old, and too late smart”
(b) now seeing more clearly how to have better

¤ expressed our values
¤ set our priorities

(B) but we also look back upon times of unbounded joy
(1) that time we first held a new-born baby
(2) the hugs and comfort given by a parent, a child, a wife, a husband
(3) those special events: the first dress, the first suit, a new car, a graduation, a marriage
(4) and as we do so, we being to be able to assess what are the things that really matter to us, and

to judge whether according to the Bible we are on course or not in our life’s priorities

3. and yet we can learn from such regrets and joys in our families
a. though they grow up and leave home, our children never stop being our children

(A) and words of comfort and support
(1) perhaps neglected in the past
(2) still will never now go amiss

(B) and our enthusiasm in now sharing in their joys 
(1) will often assist them much better
(2) than all of our good and wise advice!

b. it may be harder for us whose grandparents and parents have all now passed away
(A) and yet there are surely still those to whom we still feel devotion and love
(B) for whom we may resolve to show nurturing care

C. Memories of His Exploits
1. Job 29:2a, 3b; NIV: “How I long for the months gone by, … for the days when I was in my prime!”

a. Job spends the rest of the chapter enlarging on this theme



b. Let’s take a moment to read, with but a few comments, verses 7 through 25
(A) he describes his position as one of the elders — a judge in the land
Job 29:7-10, NAS: When I went out to the gate of the city, When I took my seat in the square;  The
young men saw me and hid themselves, And the old men arose and] stood.  The princes stopped talking,
And put their hands on their mouths;  The voice of the nobles was hushed, And their tongue stuck to
their palate.
(B) he recalls how he defended and cared for the needy and the suffering of the land
Job 29:11-17, NAS: For when the ear heard, it called me blessed; And when the eye saw, it gave witness
of me,  Because I delivered the poor who cried for help, And the orphan who had no helper.  The blessing
of the one ready to perish came upon me, And I made the widow’s heart sing for joy.  I put on
righteousness, and it clothed me; My justice was like a robe and a turban.  I was eyes to the blind, And
feet to the lame.  I was a father to the needy, And I investigated the case which I did not know.  And
I broke the jaws of the wicked, And snatched the prey from his teeth.
(C) at that time he thought that this would be the state of things for the rest of his life
Job 29:18-20 NAS Then I thought, ‘I shall die in my nest, And I shall multiply my days as the sand.  “My
root is spread out to the waters, And dew lies all night on my branch.  My glory is ever new with me, And
my bow is renewed in my hand.”
(D) and he remembers how he enjoyed the influence that he had in those days
Job 29:21-25, NAS: To me they listened and waited, And kept silent for my counsel.  After my words
they did not speak again, And my speech dropped on them.  And they waited for me as for the rain, And
opened their mouth as for the spring rain.  I smiled on them when they did not believe, And the light
of my face they did not cast down.  I chose a way for them and sat as chief, And dwelt as a king among
the troops, As one who comforted the mourners.

2. it is a trait of men — perhaps to preserve our macho image of ourselves — to continue to think of ourselves
as being in our prime when we are far past it!
a. Lionel Conacher, “The Big Train,” with his brothers, had played lacrosse, football and hockey, being best

known as a football player.  I recall the news of his death.  He was playing in a softball game, in Ottawa
I think, and after hitting a double, dropped dead of a heart attack.  I remember my thinking how foolish
he was.  A man in his fifties playing baseball!  Now, with a differing point of view, I wonder at a man so



young dying in that fashion!
b. and of course we think that we can still outdo our sons in the contest of the physical — and regret it that

night with aches
c. in any event, it is a temptation to dwell on our past exploits

(A) and this may be true of women as well — I cannot say
(B) of teams we have played on, of our best round of golf, or various other athletic endeavours
(C) of learning some special skill, of graduation, of earning a university degree, of gaining a certain

professional designation, and of similar accomplishments
(D) or perhaps of attainments and awards in our careers: of this promotion, of that responsibility, of

our first office
d. but looking back with the more sober perspective of the aged and with the wisdom of experience, we may

at last perceive these things in their proper place
(A) I think that is what Solomon is doing — among other things — as he writes the book of Ecclesiastes
(B) and though like Job we may have thought that this would be 
(C) Abraham Lincoln in 1859 recounted the following: It is said an Eastern monarch once charged his

wise men to invent him a sentence to be ever in view, and which would be true and appropriate in
all times and situations.  They presented him the words: “And this, too, shall pass away.”  How
much it expresses! How chastening in the hour of pride! How consoling in the depths of affliction!
—{2}.

3. I think that the lesson for the future becomes as plain as the nose on my face — of any of our exploits: “And
this, too, shall pass away” — or as the Lord, Jesus Christ put it
a. John 6:27 NAS: “Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life,

which the Son of Man shall give to you, for on Him the Father, even God, has set His seal.”
b. and Luke 12:15 NAS: “… Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not [even] when

one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.”
c. so as we plan for 2003, in the light of this experience, let us take to heart that couplet from the hymn:

Only one life, will soon be past,
Only what’s done for Christ will last.



D. Memories of His God
1. in the verses that begin this 29th chapter of Job, 

a. Job remembers the protection of God: Job 29:2 NIV: “How I long for the months gone by, for the days
when God watched over me,” 

b. Job remembers the guidance and direction from God: Job 29:2a, 3; NIV: “How I long for the months
gone by, for the days … when his lamp shone upon my head and by his light I walked through darkness!”

c. Job remembers the communion and fellowship with God: Job 29:2a, 4b-5a; NIV: “How I long for the
months gone by, for the days … when God’s intimate friendship blessed my house, when the Almighty
was still with me …”

d. Job remembers the attendant blessings from God: Job 29:2a, 5b-6; NIV: “How I long for the months
gone by, for the days when … my children were around me, when my path was drenched with cream and
the rock poured out for me streams of olive oil.”

e. from his current situation in the valley of his life, Job recalls  the mountaintop of his experience with God:
protection, guidance, direction, communion, fellowship and blessings

2. As you look back, over this past year, over your life, where are you in your journey with God, in your
experience of Him?
a. perhaps you are sharing with Job a spiritual valley in your life — if so you are not alone

(A) the Psalms reflect many such instances in lives of their writers and especially of David
(B) even our Lord, Jesus Christ, experienced these times

(1) in the wilderness as He was tempted of Satan
(2) in his own home town of Nazareth, rejected by family and friends, where he could do no mighty

work on account of their unbelief (Matthew 13:58)
(3) in the garden of Gethsemane, facing the cross
(4) and on the cross, crying out “My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me” (Mark 15:34)

b. perhaps you are now at a spiritual mountaintop, and are rejoicing in His protection, His guidance, His
direction, His communion and fellowship, and His blessings
(A) then a word of caution!
(B) the God who us the mountain tops to encourage us
(C) also gives us the valley times



(1) to strengthen us
(2) and to work out His eternal plans and purposes

c. John Gill has commented: “The state of the Lord’s people, God-ward, is always the same; his election of
them stands sure; the covenant of grace with them is unalterable; their interest in a living Redeemer
always continues; grace in them is a principle, permanent and perpetual; but there may be, and often
is, an alteration in their frames, and in the exercise of their graces, and in the open regard of God unto
them ...” —{3}.

3. so let us take into 2003 a burning desire for a close, continuing relationship with our great God and Saviour,
Jesus Christ, all the while recognizing that until His appearing, there are going to be time when He is very
near and others when He seems — but never, in reality is — far away from us.

E. Conclusion
1. we have been looking back over the year 2002 and beyond, and now are setting out on a further journey

into the year 2003; what part will these memories play that we have been discussing?
a. will the past sadnesses, regrets, and tragedies hold us captive preventing us from fully appreciating

God’s goodness to us?
b. will we entrap ourselves by dwelling on the “good old days” and in failing to recognize that Psalms

118:24 NAS: “This is the day which the LORD has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it.”

2. or will we use the past as a reminder of the faithfulness of God and voice the same faith in what God can
and will do through us as did Caleb?  Joshua 14:10–12 NAS: “And now behold, the LORD has let me live,
just as He spoke, these forty-five years, from the time that the LORD spoke this word to Moses, when Israel
walked in the wilderness; and now behold, I am eighty-five years old today. I am still as strong today as
I was in the day Moses sent me; as my strength was then, so my strength is now, for war and for going out
and coming in. Now then, give me this hill country about which the LORD spoke on that day, for you heard
on that day that Anakim were there, with great fortified cities; perhaps the LORD will be with me, and I shall
drive them out as the LORD has spoken.”
a. Lord Jesus, give us the faith as individuals and as a church to set out and conquer the hill country of

Aurora for you in the year 2003!



3. today, I want to give to you a three-fold invitation
a. to those who have never done so, to come to the Lord, Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sin and His gift

of life
b. for those who know Him as their Saviour, to obey Him in the matter of biblical baptism if they have not

yet done so; and,
c. for baptized believers to come and join us in the fellowship of this church sustaining our hands and each

other in the work of the gospel in this town of Aurora.
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