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I Believe in God
Hebrews 11:1-6

December 15, 2002 
SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES —{1}.

A. Introduction
1. Believing in God is not knowing a creed but being personally

A______________ with Him
2. one danger of having a distorted view or concept of God is that we

will M________________ Him in our witness to others
B. The Nature of God – What is His E_____________ Quality?

1. God is S_________ existing independently of this physical universe
and is not C__________ by time, by space, by physical laws

2. these attributes distinguish God from all C__________ beings
3. God is U_________ (Deut 6:4, Jer 10:10, Is 44:6)
4. God is I__________ without form (1 Tim 1:17, Deut 4:15-16)
5. God is U____________ (Mal 3:6)
6. God is I____________ (1 Ki 8:27, Jer 23:23)
7. God is E___________ (Ps 90:2)
8. God is S___________ (Ps 115:3, Is 46:10)

C. The Character of God – What is His M______ and Intellectual Quality?
1. God is H_______ (Is 6:3)
2. God is G_______ and a R_________ (Ex 34:6-7, Heb 11:6)
3. God must P___________ sin (Nahum 1:2–3)

D. The Tri-Unity of God – What is His P___________ Quality?
1. there are T_______ Persons, but only One God (Matt 28:19, 2 Cor

13:14), but each Person is fully D_______ in His Essence or Being
as, for example, John 14:11

2. the Son is begotten of the F_________ (John 1:14, 18)
3. the Holy Spirit proceeds, or is sent, from the F________ and from

the S_____ (John 15:26, Gal 4:6)

Some, albeit imperfect, i l lustrations of the TrinitySome, albeit imperfect, i l lustrations of the Trinity

The Apple Illustration:  The basic principle is that there is one apple.  But
the apple has three parts: the peel, the flesh, the core.  All three parts of the
apple are apple.  The peel is apple (it is not orange or banana); the flesh is
apple (not pear or plum); the core is apple (not grapefruit or watermelon).
These three, peel, flesh, core are not three apples but just one apple. —{2}.

The Relationship Illustration:  As a man, I serve three roles: father, son, and
husband.  I am one man serving in these three roles simultaneously, yet
each role has a different purpose.  I am in complete harmony with myself in
serving in these roles.—{3}.

The Candle Illustration: An infidel was scoffing at the doctrine of the
Trinity.  He turned to a gentleman and said, “Do you believe such
nonsense?”  “Tell me how that candle burns,” said the other.  “Why, the
tallow, the cotton, and the atmospheric air produce light,” said the infidel.
“Then they make one light, do they not?”  “Yes.”  “Will you tell me how
they are three and yet but one light?”  “No, I cannot,” “But you believe
it?”  The scoffer was put to shame. —{4}.

Other Bible References in the Message
Incomprehensibility of God: Romans 8, Job 38–41, God is Spirit: John
4:24; Spiritual nature of resurrection body: 1 Corinthians 15:42–44;
Self-existence of God: Exodus 3:14; What God cannot do! 2 Timothy
2:12–13, Hebrews 6:18; Certain promises: 2 Peter 1:4, John 1:12
Introduction:Introduction:  Acquainted, Misrepresent
NatureNature  of God: of God: Essential, Spiritual / Spirit, Constrained, Created,
Unique / Unity, Invisible, Unchangeable, Immense / Infinite, Eternal,
Sovereign
Character of God:Character of God: Moral, Holy, Gracious, Rewarder, Punish
Tri-UnityTri-Unity  of God: of God: Personal, Three, Divine / Deity, Begotten, Proceeds



Hebrews 11:1–6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I Believe in God
Scripture Reading: Hebrews 11:1-6 NIV:
1  Now faith is being sure [literally, “what is set or stands under:” the foundation, the real substance; NAS,
“assurance”] of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 2  This is what the ancients were commended
for. 3  By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made
out of what was visible. 4  By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended
as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead.
5  By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because
God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God. 6  And without
faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he
rewards those who earnestly seek him.

A. Introduction
1. when we were young boys in Sunday School

a. thinking that we were exceedingly clever
b. we came to our Sunday School teacher with all those good questions — as though we had originated

them:
(A) where did Cain get his wife? with other similar questions, 
(B) and, if God can do everything, can He make a stone so big that He cannot lift it?

2. what is the importance of the statement “I Believe in God?”
a. this statement, and message, is not about

(A) believing that (somewhere) there is a god
(B) or having formed an intellectual knowledge about God
(C) or knowing how to recite the Apostles’ (or other) Creed
(D) but about recognizing the portrait of God as it is drawn in the Holy Scriptures and particularly in

Jesus Christ
b. not that we can exhaust the truth concerning God
c. not that we can fully understand Him
d. but we are able to know, to be acquainted with, Him



3. there are real dangers in having a distorted concept of God
a. consider how Israel suffered by misunderstanding God

(A) look at God’s controversy with His people in Malachi
(B) the Jews considered God 

(1) a convenience, a “God in a Box” (J. B. Phillips —{5}.) who could be taken out as there was need
(2) or One to Whom they could perform acts of worship and then live just as they pleased

b. Christians frequently make the same mistakes
(A) adding “if it be Thy will” onto prayers as an afterthought
(B) or without sense of shame for unconfessed sin
(C) or unreasonably familiar with God (“The Man Upstairs”)
(D) or finding their idea of God found in a person: a pastor, a priest, an evangelist, a pope: then are

disappointed
c. we come up against many false views of God and we need to take care lest we misrepresent Him in our

witness to others
(A) for many, God is an impersonal, distant Being

(1) one who set universe running and has left it alone
(2) one who is capricious, acting arbitrarily in our lives

(B) for others,  supposedly Christian leaders and teachers
(1) God’s sovereignty and personality seem in conflict
(2) so they make Him something less than God, 

(a) limited in His dealings with mankind, neither knowing nor controlling the future
(b) saying, in effect, “My mind is great: it can fully understand God and reconcile His nature”
(c) but Romans 8 or Job 38–41 should dispel any such notions from our minds

d. so we need to see the Biblical portrait of an awesome, holy, yet loving God for Whose fellowship mankind
was created 

B. The Nature of God – or, What is His Essential Quality?
1. or, What sort of Being is He?

a. when we speak of human beings 
(A) a picture springs to our minds of finite beings

(1) flesh and blood and sinew and bones
(2) intellect and emotions and will and 



(3) limited by time and space, in ability and capacity
(4) constrained by physical laws of our universe
(5) somewhat constrained by laws of our jurisdiction
(6) perhaps constrained by moral laws of conscience

(B) if I am talking and want you to hear me, then
(1) you must be in hearing range or on a telephone, etc
(2) when we talk to our son Dave in Kazakstan, there is an annoying ¼ second pause waiting his

answers – it is limited by the speed of the satellite transmission
b. but when we discuss and study God

(A) we discover a spiritual being
(1) man has a spiritual aspect to his being — a subject for another day — but God is completely

spirit: John 4:24 NAS:  God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and
truth.

(2) the risen God-man, the Lord Jesus Christ, is now possessed of a resurrection body which we
know to be spiritual in nature, as the Christian’s one day will be — 1 Corinthians 15:42-44 NAS:
So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an imperishable
body; it is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power;
it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a
spiritual body.

(B) and, in realizing that He is Spirit rather than physical, we discover, not surprisingly, that God is free
of the physical limitations of this universe which is but His creation

(1) He is not constrained by time
(2) He is not constrained by space
(3) He is not constrained by physical laws

(C) so let us look at a few of the attributes that describe God as to His essential quality as Spirit
(1) these are the attributes that God alone can have
(2) being attributes that are possessed either fully or not at all — so human beings cannot have

them
(3) sometimes we call them incommunicable since they cannot be communicated to mankind

2. we are speaking here of those attributes that distinguish God
a. from any created being: mankind, angels, Satan, demons



b. His essence, His being, Who He is: note that all these words are derived from the verb “to be” in English
or Latin

c. now God has revealed to us in His word that His Being is dependent upon no one and no thing but He
Himself, Exodus 3:14 NAS:  And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say
to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”
(A) “I AM” is part of the verb “to be” (in English, in Hebrew)
(B) the Old Testament name of God, rendered in our Bibles as “LORD”, “Jehovah” or “Yahweh” is also

from the verb “to be” meaning
(1) “The One Who Is”
(2) “The Absolute and Unchangeable One”
(3) “The Existing, Ever-Living One” so that it is rendered “The Eternal” in some Jewish-English

Bibles.
d. the conclusion from Exodus 3:14, from God’s self-chosen name is that God is in no way dependent upon

His creation, this universe; nor on any prior cause for His existence

3. God is unique, He is unity, He alone is God and there is no other
a. Deuteronomy 6:4 NAS:  Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!
b. Jeremiah 10:10a NAS:  But the LORD is the true God; He is the living God and the everlasting King …
c. Isaiah 44:6 NAS: Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel And his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: “I am the

first and I am the last, And there is no God besides Me.”

4. one confession of faith describes Him as “invisible, without body, parts, or passions, who only has
immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto;” —{6}.

a. 1 Timothy 1:17 NAS:  Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honour and glory
forever and ever. Amen.

b. Deuteronomy 4:15–16 NAS:  So watch yourselves carefully, since you did not see any form on the day
the LORD spoke to you at Horeb from the midst of the fire, lest you act corruptly and make a graven
image for yourselves in the form of any figure, the likeness of male or female,

5. He is unchangeable: Malachi 3:6 NAS:  For I, the LORD, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are
not consumed.



6. He is immense: — the children’s praise song: Our God is so Big!
a. 1 Kings 8:27 NAS:  But will God indeed dwell on the earth?  Behold, heaven and the highest heaven

cannot contain Thee, how much less this house which I have built!
b. Jeremiah 23:23 NAS: “Am I a God who is near,” declares the LORD, “And not a God far off?  Can a man

hide himself in hiding places, So I do not see him?” declares the LORD. “Do I not fill the heavens and the
earth?” declares the LORD.

7. He is eternal, Psalms 90:2 NAS:  Before the mountains were born, Or Thou didst give birth to the earth and
the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God.

8. He is sovereign, working all things according to the counsel of His own immutable and most righteous will
a. Psalms 115:3 NAS:  But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.
b. Isaiah 46:10 NAS:  Declaring the end from the beginning And from ancient times things which have not

been done, Saying, “My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure”

9. … and we have only grazed the surface of the Nature of God, of His Essential Quality

C. The Character of God – or, What is His Moral & Intellectual Quality?
1. it is sometimes difficult to separate the two: is His wisdom a moral or an intellectual quality?

a. sometimes these called His communicable attributes as they can be conferred, in small measure, on other
created beings

2. He is every way most holy — Isaiah 6:3 NAS:  And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy,
is the LORD of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory.”

3. He is “most loving, gracious, merciful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity,
transgression, and sin; the rewarder of them that diligently seek Him”, —{7}.

a. Exodus 34:6–7 NAS:  Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God,
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; who keeps
lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave
the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the
third and fourth generations.”



b. Hebrews 11:6 NAS:  And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.

4. but, as we just read from that passage in Exodus, He cannot overlook sin, but must mete out punishment
in His judgments: Nahum 1:2–3 NAS: A jealous and avenging God is the LORD; The LORD is avenging and
wrathful. The LORD takes vengeance on His adversaries, And He reserves wrath for His enemies.  The LORD
is slow to anger and great in power, And the LORD will by no means leave the guilty unpunished. In
whirlwind and storm is His way, And clouds are the dust beneath His feet.

5. once more we have but lightly touched on this aspect of God

D. The Tri-Unity of God – or, What is His Personal Quality?
1. up to this point in our discussion of God, 

a. we see Him as
(A) infinite in His being
(B) incomprehensible in His perfection
(C) and find Him wholly unapproachable by mankind

b. but now that we come to His Tri-Unity, His Personality, 
(A) even though it is beyond our capacity to understand, Augustine, while puzzling over the doctrine

of the Trinity, was walking along the beach one day when he observed a young boy with a bucket,
running back and forth to pour water into a little hole.  Augustine asked, “What are you doing?”
The boy replied, “I’m trying to put the ocean into this hole.”  Then Augustine realized that he had
been trying to put an infinite God into his finite mind. —{8}.

(B) by this we are given hope: this is a God that we may know, may worship, may serve; with Whom
we may have communion.

2. the Scriptures testify, as we have already seen to there being only one God, but they also testify — without
any contradiction — to His comprising Three Persons: Father, Son, Holy Spirit
a. Matthew 28:19 NAS the name is one, the Persons are three:  Go therefore and make disciples of all the

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
b. 2 Corinthians 13:14 NAS:  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of

the Holy Spirit, be with you all.



c. each of these Three are of the same undivided Divine essence: as for example John 14:11 NAS:  Believe
Me that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me; otherwise believe on account of the works themselves.

3. Yet there is a distinction in these persons so that we find that the Bible speaks of the Son being begotten
of the Father and the Holy Spirit as proceeding from the Father and the Son, while the Father Himself
neither is begotten, nor proceeds;
a. Bible uses the human analogy of a father and son to describe and eternal relationship between God the

Father and  the Son
(A) John 1:14 NAS:  And the Word [another title for the Son of God] became flesh, and dwelt among

us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
(B) John 1:18 NAS:  No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God [some MSS, “Son”], who

is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained [or, declared, manifest, shown] Him.
b. and the Third Person of the Trinity is described as sent by the other Persons: as proceeding from the

Father and the Son;
(A) John 15:26 NAS:  When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the

Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, He will bear witness of Me,
(B) Galatians 4:6 NAS:  And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our

hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”

4. we are constrained by our time to only touch very lightly this morning on this truth that our God is a Triune
God, but as you read through God’s word you will discover that these Three Persons act together but with
different roles: one example — and admittedly over-simplified — is in the matter of salvation
a. it is planned by God the Father
b. it is accomplished by God the Son
c. it is applied to our hearts by God the Holy Spirit

E. Conclusion 
1. In the mid-1900's, J. B. Phillips wrote a book entitled, “Your God is Too Small.”  Its theme was quite simple:

for many Christians, their concept of God arises not from the Bible, but from their own thoughts, their own
needs, their own likes and preferences — their God is an enlarged representation of their own personality:
they create God in their own image: a purely pagan picture short-changing God of the glory that is due unto
Him and depriving a needy mankind of His redeeming power



a. A British nurse tells about the time she was attending to Rudyard Kipling, the British poet.  He was
terribly sick.  He tossed and turned on his bed.  His nights were spent in restless agitation.  “Do you want
anything?” she asked him quietly one morning.  In a very weak voice, he said, “I want God, I want God!”
—{9}.

b. so when the world around us hears our witness — though they are hungering for the truth — do they find
Him, or do  they turn away because they hear of a God who falls so far short of the One that they are
seeking?

2. Can God make a stone so big that He cannot lift it?
a. of course that question is really nothing but nonsense
b. nevertheless there are things that God cannot do!

(A) 2 Timothy 2:12-13 NAS:  If we endure, we shall also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also will
deny us; If we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny Himself.

(B) Hebrews 6:18 NAS:  in order that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to
lie, we may have strong encouragement, we who have fled for refuge in laying hold of the hope set
before us.

c. and these give us assurance of the faithfulness of His promise
(A) 2 Peter 1:4 NAS:   For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in

order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world by lust.

(B) John 1:12 NAS:  But as many as received Him [that is, Christ], to them He gave the right to
become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,

3. How can you know this one true God?
a. first you must meet Him at the cross — in the person of Jesus Christ from whom you can receive the

forgiveness of sins and enter into a personal relationship with Him
b. then you need to meet Him daily in prayer and His word:

(A) in the Psalms, for example, you will find a true word portrait of this God as men have discovered
Him in prayer through the ages

(B) in the Gospels you will find a living portrait of God in the person of the Son of God who shows the
Father to us

c. so you can know this one true God, and be able to
(A) enjoy an eternal, personal relationship with Him
(B) answer those who cry out to you “I want God, I want God!”
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