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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Introduction: God wants to see His image in us
B. Background

1. Chapter 22, Eliphaz calls upon Job to R________
2. Chapter 23: Job prefers the J___________ of God to that of his

friends, because God if F__________ with Job’s life and ways
C. God the Refiner

1. Refining us is aimed at S___________ us as children of God
2. It is a work of our Father God

a. His plan is to form a purified N_______ for Himself

b. This is part of His giving of the Son to be our S_______
c. The intention is to P_________ for His sending His Son again

3. It is a work of Jesus the Son, our Saviour God
a. we must first be delivered from the G______ of sin by His work

b. He delivers from the B________ of sin that prevents sanctifying
c. He gives spiritual blessings that EMP________ sanctification

d. He abides with us providing the P__________ for us to follow
4. It is a work of God the Spirit of Holiness

a. which is a work of his continuing, abiding Presence (1 Cor
6:19)

b. the Spirit provides and uses the W_____ of God to do this
work

D. I am the Ore that needs Refining!
1. If I trust in Jesus as my Saviour my life is now alright: ë yes ë no
2. ë I can reform myself ë I can only do this with God’s power

3. my problem is that sin keeps R____________
4. sanctifying me will prepare me to M______ the holy God

E. The Refining Process is Sure
1. since it is a work of G____ and not a work of M____

2. I can depend upon God for this work because He is J_____,
because He is M____________ and because He is T__________

F. Conclusion
1. I desire God’s continuing, refining work in my life because … 

2. So that He will do this work, I must …

Scriptures Relevant to this Message on God’s Refining Us
God knows our ways: Psalm 1:6; What Job thought when he met God:
Job 42:5–6, Romans 3:23; God plans a pure people: Ezekiel 36:25-27,
Titus 2:11-14; ... it as part of salvation; Hebrews 13:20–21; to prepare
us for Christ’s return: 1 Thessalonians 5:23; Jesus delivers from the guilt
of sin: Hebrews 1:3; … provides power over bondage of sin: Romans
6:6, Galatians 2:20, 2 Peter 1:2–4; … is the Presence and Pattern to
which we are moulded: Job 15:4, Galatians 4:19; The Holy Spirit’s
work to sanctify us: Romans 15:16, 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:15, 1 Peter
1:2; … employs Word of God: John 14:26, 17:17, 1 Peter 2:2;
Christians have been delivered from guilt of sin: Psalm 40:2; Paul prays
that they may have power: Ephesians 3:16, Colossians 1:11; Sin keeps
coming back: 1 Kings 8:46, Proverbs 20:9, Ecclesiastes 7:20, James
3:2, 1 John 1:8; the Creator God an expert at refining: Proverbs 17:3,
Zechariah 13:9, 1 Peter 1:7; This prepares us to meet God: Matthew
5:8, Hebrews 12:14; We can rely on God: Philippians 1:6, Hebrews
6:17–19; We have a responsibility: 2 Peter 1:10, Philippians 2:12-16
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A. Introduction
Interested in finding out what a certain passage in the Bible meant when it spoke about God being a “refiner
and purifier of silver,’ a lady called up a silversmith and made an appointment to watch him at work.  She
didn’t mention anything about the reason for her interest in silver beyond her curiosity about the process of
refining silver.  As she watched the silversmith, he held a piece of silver over the fire and let it heat up.

He explained that in refining silver, one needed to hold the silver in the middle of the fire where the flames
were hottest as to burn away all the impurities.

The woman thought about God holding us in such a hot spot – then she thought again about the verse, that
he sits as a refiner and purifier of silver.

She asked the silversmith if it was true that he had to sit there in front of the fire the whole time the silver was
being refined.  The man answered that yes, he not only had to sit there holding the silver, but he had to keep
his eyes on the silver the entire time it was in the fire.  If the silver was left even a moment too long in the
flames, it would be destroyed.

The woman was silent for a moment.  Then she asked the silversmith, how do you know when the silver is fully
refined?

He smiled at her and answered, “Oh, that’s easy — when I see my image in it.” —{2}.

Our text today in Job is speaking about God’s refining with gold, but given the change in metals, this illustrates
how our message today should apply to us … God wants to see His image in us.

B. Background — Filling in since the last message
1. Chapter 22 – Eliphaz’ third speech

a. as noted two weeks ago, Eliphaz concludes in Job 22:21–23, with an eloquent — even an evangelistic



— invitation to Job to repent of his great wickedness
b. he promises that if this is done, Job will be rewarded afresh with material blessings and restoration
c. Job 22:24–25 which foretell that upon Job’s repentance, God would be his gold and silver — his treasure

— may be the words that lead Job to what is in today’s text

2. in Chapter 23 we have Job’s Reply
a. verses 2–7 from the unjust judgment of his friends, Job longs to be able to turn to the just judgment of

God
(A) his frustration with his friends is so great that from time to time he overstates his case — with

which we can sympathize — and yet, 
(B) he is confident that if he had the opportunity, then God would hear and answer him fairly
(C) and that God would not abuse His power in the face of  Job’s weakness

b. in verses 8–12 he says that although he does not, cannot know nor understand the actions of God, yet
on the other hand, God is very familiar with Job and with Job’s life
(A) as in Psalms 1:6 NAS he can say: “For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, But the way of

the wicked will perish.”
(1) He has sought to obey God’s ways
(2) He is assured that he will emerge from this time

(a) like gold that has been worked by the goldsmith
(b) both approved and improved

(B) however, when Job does meet God, when he can lay his case and arguments before the judge,
when he can seek justification before his friends; what does he say?

(1) Job 42:5-6 AV “I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.
Wherefore I abhor myself. and repent in dust and ashes.”

(2) so it seems that in this chapter, Job fails to take into account that God’s standard far exceeds
that of men: and righteous man though he be, Rom 3:23 NAS: “for all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God,”

(C) nevertheless, in reading his words, we do not find Job denying that he is a sinner — one who falls
short of God’s standard — but rather that he is wicked — one who sets his face against God and
God’s ways



3. So, having looked at the background to the text, and the meaning of the text itself, let us look at the truths
that emerge
a. One: God is the Refiner
b. Two: I (let’s be personal!), I am the ore that needs Refining
c. Three: The Refining Process is Sure

C. God is the Refiner
1. in the Bible we discover that each of the Persons of the Trinity is involved as a Refiner — or sanctifying —

of the child of God

2. our Father God — He is the Refiner
a. in His plan to form a nation purified from their sinfulness, Ezekiel 36:25-27 NAS:  “Then I will sprinkle

clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your
idols. Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart
of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put My Spirit within you and cause you
to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.”

b. as a part and parcel of His giving His Son to be our Saviour, Hebrews 13:20-21 NAS:  “Now the God of
peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal
covenant, even Jesus our Lord, equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.”

c. in His intent being to prepare us for when He sends His Son a second time, 1 Thessalonians 5:23 NAS:
“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be
preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

3. Jesus the Son, our Saviour God — He is the Refiner
a. by first delivering us from the guilt of sin, Hebrews 1:3 NAS:  “And He is the radiance of His glory and

the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had
made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high;” 

b. then in that faith relationship, we die alongside of Him, we are resurrected in a new life in Him 



(A) removing the bondage to sin that would prevent sanctification, Romans 6:6 NAS: “knowing this,
that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we
should no longer be slaves to sin;”

(B) and providing the power that enables sanctification: Galatians 2:20 NAS:  “I have been crucified
with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.”

c. by His providing all the spiritual blessings that empower our sanctification, 2 Peter 1:2-4 NAS:  “Grace
and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; seeing that His divine
power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him
who called us by His own glory and excellence. For by these He has granted to us His precious and
magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.”

d. by His accompanying presence as it takes place, John 15:4 NAS:  “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me.”

e. and He is the example, the pattern, into which we are to be moulded, Galatians 4:19 NAS:  “My children,
with whom I am again in labour until Christ is formed in you —”

4. and, very particularly, God the Holy Spirit, is the Refiner
a. sanctification is in a very special way the work of the Spirit of holiness

(A) Romans 15:16 NAS:  “to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the
gospel of God, that my offering of the Gentiles might become acceptable, sanctified by the Holy
Spirit.”

(B) and, 1 Peter 1:2 NAS:  “according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work
of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace
be yours in fullest measure.”

b. to accomplish this, the Holy Spirit has given us God’s word:
(A) Jesus said in John 17:17 NAS: “Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth.”
(B) or, again, in 1 Peter 2:2 NAS:  “like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it

you may grow in respect to salvation,”



D. I am the ore that needs Refining
1. let’s not lose sight of the fact that there is still quite a job remaining to be done in our lives — no matter

how long we have been on this pilgrimage
a. it would be easy to fall into the error of thinking that having been delivered from the guilt of sin, that

everything is OK
(A) now, it is true that we have been dug out from ground, as it were, or as David put it in Psalms 40:2

NAS: “He brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay; And He set my feet
upon a rock making my footsteps firm.”

(B) in fact, there is no point in talking about God’s refining work if this not the case; in fact, there is
no sanctification without there first being justification

b. not, we can all pray as someone has written: “Dear God, So far today I've done alright I haven't
gossiped, lost my temper, been greedy or grumpy, been nasty, selfish or over indulgent. I'm very
thankful for that. But in a few minutes, God, I'm going to get out of bed, and from then on I'm probably
going to need a lot more help.” —{3}.

2. so we need that God, the Refiner, deal with the effects of sin
a. because I cannot do it myself, or else why did Paul pray for the Christians in the churches at ...

(A) Ephesians 3:16 NAS: “that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be
strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man;”

(B) Colossians 1:11 NAS:  “strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the
attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously”

b. because even to the child of God, sin keeps returning
(A) this was experience of the saints in the Old Testament

(1) Solomon admits this in his prayer of dedication of the temple in 1 Kings 8:46 NAS: “When they
sin against Thee (for there is no man who does not sin) and Thou art angry with them and dost
deliver them to an enemy, so that they take them away captive to the land of the enemy, far off
or near;”

(2) or, in Proverbs 20:9 NAS:  Who can say, “I have cleansed my heart, I am pure from my sin.”?
(3) and Ecclesiastes 7:20 NAS: “Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does

good and who never sins.”



(B) and is likewise the experience of New Testament saints
(1) James 3:2a NAS:  “For we all stumble in many ways”
(2) or 1 John 1:8 NAS:  “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth

is not in us.”
c. because God knows all about purifying gold of its impurities

(A) as He knows us so well, Proverbs 17:3 NAS: “The refining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold,
But the LORD tests hearts.”

(B) as He accomplishes His purposes for His people, Zechariah 13:9 NAS: “And I will bring the third
part through the fire, Refine them as silver is refined, And test them as gold is tested. They will call
on My name, And I will answer them; I will say, ‘They are My people,’ And they will say, ‘The LORD
is my God.’” 

(C) as He does it for His own glory, 1 Peter 1:7 NAS: “that the proof of your faith, being more precious
than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory
and honour at the revelation of Jesus Christ;”

d. and to prepare us for the shock when we meet the holy God
(A) Jesus said so: Matthew 5:8 NAS:  “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” 
(B) so does Hebrews 12:14 NAS:  Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification [AV: holiness]

without which no one will see the Lord.

E. The Refining Process is Sure
1. am I repeating myself? Good! Since it is a work of God, not man

I pushed my little plastic mower around the yard of my universe trying to help God mow.  God didn’t need
my help, but He let me tag along anyway and let me feel important.  Back and forth I laboured in neat little
rows wasting the years, oblivious to the absence of any real motor or cutting blade in my toy machine.  I
made rumbling sounds to heighten the sense of my importance and occasionally emptied my press clippings
bag of imaginary accomplishments.

Lawn finished, I attacked the hard edges of my life with my imaginary toy weed eater, hacking at perceived
problems that had sprouted on my landscape.  And, the Great I AM, softly chuckled, when I finally ceased



struggling, as at last I realized He had long ago installed astro-turf. —{4}.

a. Stop and think: why can I depend upon God?  Job’s words, 23:10-12 NIV: “But he knows the way that
I take; when he has tested me, I shall come forth as gold. My feet have closely followed his steps; I have
kept to his way without turning aside. I have not departed from the commands of his lips; I have
treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread.”, suggest three reasons to us:
(A) because He is a just (fair) God
(B) because He is a merciful God
(C) because He is a truthful God

b. and God’s Word confirms these conclusions, as in Philippians 1:6 NAS:  “For I am confident of this very
thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.”

2. Thus, if I depend on God’s way, not on myself, then I can rightly have such a confidence that God is doing
His work
a. it is possible to interpret the words of Job which we just read, verses 10–12 as reflecting a self-righteous

attitude
(A) on this subject we previously commented
(B) and, certainly, when we meet God we are compelled to drop any thoughts that we may have of self-

justification
b. but, in context, they reveal complete trust that God’s way is the right and only way (notwithstanding all

that has happened to Job!)
c. so that the child of God can have great confidence in his Father’s work: Hebrews 6:17-19 NAS: “In the

same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His
purpose, interposed with an oath, in order that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for
God to lie, we may have strong encouragement, we who have fled for refuge in laying hold of the hope
set before us. This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which
enters within the veil,”



F. Conclusion
1. now, from what has been said, we might be inclined to think, “well isn’t it God that is doing this?” — which

of course it is — but that we, too, have a responsibility is indicated in verses as …
a. 2 Peter 1:10 NAS:  “Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and

choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble;”
b. and, Philippians 2:12-16 NAS:  “So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my

presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for
it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure. Do all things without
grumbling or disputing; that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God
above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in
the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may have cause to glory because
I did not run in vain nor toil in vain.”

2. So what would God have us do?
a. Some would say — and I believe in the deepest humility — “Oh! I could never become holy as long as

I am on earth”
(A) we are happy to talk about the “zero defect” principle in business or manufacturing, but less so in

our own lives
(B) but should realize that holiness is not just a destination but is also a journey
(C) and that being on this journey of sanctification is the evidence of the reality of our salvation

b. so I leave your with the challenge that your seek to walk closely with our Lord, so that in every
temptation you will be able to say along with Job, (23:10-12 NKJV): “But He knows the way that I take;
When He has tested me, I shall come forth as gold. My foot has held fast to His steps; I have kept His
way and not turned aside. I have not departed from the commandment of His lips; I have treasured the
words of His mouth More than my necessary food.”
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