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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Introduction: … wanting to stand beside the King

B. Review … How did we get to where we are
1. chapter 21, Job had responded to Bildad showing that

a. the wicked do P__________ in this life
b. there is a day of C_________ reserved for the wicked

2. chapter 22, Eliphaz stops hinting but says
a. goes on to accuse Job of specific sins without E___________

b. claims God always P_________ wicked men in this life
c. and in Job 22:21 and the following verses takes on the role and

words of an evangelist exhorting Job to come back to God

C. The Source of Fellowship with God
1. false ideas about fellowship with God

a. knowing A_______ God is the same as knowing God

b. it doesn’t matter what you believe if you are S_________
c. I can have this fellowship if I practice good W______

2. you must D__________ Fellowship with God Job 22:21
a. God will be found by those who S_______ Him

3. you must hear (pay attention to) God’s W_____ 22:22
4. Fellowship with God requires turn-about R____________ 22:23

a. which in turn means recognizing the enormity of our S___
5. Fellowship with God needs possession of F________ 22:24-25

a. __ORSAKING   __LL   __   __RUST   __IM

D. The Results of Fellowship with God
1. Fellowship brings P_______ Job 22:21

a. which means to me …
2. Fellowship brings P____________ 22:21

a. which means to me …
3. Fellowship brings J______ Job 22:26

a. which means to me …
4. Fellowship brings Father-Child C______________ 22:27

a. which means to me …
5. Fellowship brings Acceptable W___________ 22:27-28

a. which means to me …
6. Fellowship brings Spiritual P_______ 22:29-30

a. which means to me …

Scriptural References in this Message
Uninspired men speaking inspired truth: Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 4),
Caiaphas prophesying??? (John 11:49-50), Eliphaz (Job 42:7,
22:21ff);  Sin makes our works unacceptable: Isaiah 64:6, Romans
3:23; God responds to those seeking Him: Deuteronomy 4:29,
Hebrews 11:6, Lamentations 3:25; hearing God’s word a
prerequisite: Romans 10:17;  Fellowship through the living Word: 1
Corinthians 1:9, 1 John 1:3; The enormity of man’s sin: Genesis 6:5,
Matthew 15:19-20; The need for repentance: Luke 13:3, Acts
2:38–40, 17:30; Completeness of the Christian in Christ: Colossians
2:9–10; Extraordinary blessings from God: Ephesians 1:3; God
favours pleasing worship: Numbers 6:25, Philippians 4:18;
Fellowship with God needed for power: John 15:5–8



—{1}. Job 22:21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Fellowship With God
A. Introduction

1. There is an old story about the Greek Marathon.  Muscular, conditioned runners paced nervously near the
starting line for the long-distance race.  The time was near.  They “shook out” their muscles, inhaled
deeply, and put on their “game faces.”  In the midst of it all, a young stranger took his place at the
starting line.  His physique was awesome.  Taking no notice of the other contestants, he stared straight
ahead.  Two prizes would be awarded the winner of the Marathon: a magnificent bouquet of flowers and
the honour of standing beside the king until the conclusion of other contests.  There seemed to be no
question among the runners about who would win the prize.  It is alleged that the stranger was offered
money not to run.  Someone else attempted to bribe him with property.  Refusing the offers, he toed the
mark and awaited the signal to run.  When the signal was given, he was the first away.  At the finish line,
he was the first to cross, well ahead of the rest.  When it was all done, someone asked the young man
if he thought the flowers were worth as much as the money and property he had refused.  He replied,
“I did not enter the race for the flowers.  I ran so that I could stand beside my king!” —{2}.

2. today from this passage in the book of Job, I want to talk about standing beside our King, about having
Fellowship With God

B. First, a Review … How did we get to where we are
1. Chapter 21 – Job had responded to Bildad (the Brutal)

a. evidence: wicked do prosper in this life, eg., Job 21:7 NAS “Why do the wicked still live, Continue on,
also become very powerful?”

b. agreement: there is a day of calamity reserved for the wicked but in God’s, not man’s, time and place
as in Job 21:29-30 NAS (NIV, see footnote):  “Have you not asked wayfaring men, And do you not
recognize their witness? For the wicked is reserved for the day of calamity; They will be led forth at the
day of fury.” 

2. Chapter 22 – Eliphaz’ third speech
a. stops speaking obliquely — hinting — and now says it directly, Job 22:5 NAS: “Is not your wickedness



great, And your iniquities without end?”
(A) goes on to accuse Job of specific sins without evidence, being so convinced in his own arguments

that he quotes Job of words he never said — Job 22:13 NAS: “And you say, ‘What does God know?
Can He judge through the thick darkness?’”

(B) claims that God invariably punishes wicked men in this life, and Job is walking in their path and
can expect the same end — Job 22:15-16 NAS: “Will you keep to the ancient path Which wicked
men have trod, Who were snatched away before their time, Whose foundations were washed away
by a river?” 

(C) and ,by verse 21, Eliphaz becomes almost an evangelist, beseeching Job to repent, to trust, to
listen, to obey

b. so, interestingly, here we have ... the Bible’s Inspired record of an Uninspired Man Speaking Inspired
Truth
(A) God’s witness that he was not inspired! Job 42:7b NAS: “because you have not spoken of Me what

is right as My servant Job has.”
(B) yet in Job 22:21ff, Eliphaz speaks some noble truths which are confirmed in the rest of Bible, so

we find that Eliphaz was mainly right in 
(1) the source of the fellowship
(2) the result of this fellowship

C. The Source of Fellowship with God
1. there are many false ideas about the how a man can have a relationship with the spiritual

a. people labour under false assumption that they know God
(A) confuse knowing about God with a personal relationship

b. or, that there are many ways to achieve this fellowship
(A) because each conversion experience is unique
(B) incorrectly extrapolated to such statements as “It doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you’re

sincere”
c. or, I can gain this fellowship by my good works

(A) by living according to 



(1) the ten commandments
(2) the sermon on the mount and the golden rule

(B) but this belief fails to recognize that
(1) any and all such works fall short of standard of glory of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 3:23)
(2) a life of good deeds to our fellow men cannot repay our debt to God for our past — and future

— sin
d. and we could go on and on, covering every false religion, sect, cult that does not take God’s Word as its

sole basis
e. rather, let us look at how we can have fellowship with God

2. You must Desire Fellowship With God … verse 21
a. let me spend a moment of two clarifying the meaning of this verse in the face of a variety of translations

(A) AV:  Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace: thereby good shall come unto thee.
(B) NKJV: Now acquaint yourself with Him, and be at peace; Thereby good will come to you.
(C) NAS: Yield [or, know intimately, be accustomed with, wont, show harmony with] now and be at

peace with Him; Thereby good will come to you.
(D) NIV: Submit to God and be at peace with him; in this way prosperity will come to you.

b. the same form of opening verb is to be found word as found in Psalm 139:3, variously translated “you
are familiar with all my paths/ ways” and “art intimately acquainted with”

c. and an amplified translation — or paraphrase — of the first words of this verse could be “So, I plead with
you, cause or bring yourself to a state of intimacy with Him”

d. or, more briefly, “Get in Fellowship with God!”
e. clear implication being we need to seek Fellowship with God

(A) Deuteronomy 4:29 NAS: “But from there you will seek the LORD your God, and you will find Him
if you search for Him with all your heart and all your soul.”

(B) Hebrews 11:6 NAS: “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God
must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who [AV, et alii, diligently] seek Him.”

(C) Lamentations 3:25 NAS: “The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, To the person who seeks
Him.”



3. For Fellowship you must hear God’s words … verse 22
a. Job 22:22 NAS: “Please receive instruction from His mouth, And establish His words in your heart.”

(A) The same truth is found in Romans 10:17 NAS: “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the
word of Christ.”

(B) and, as we just read form Hebrews 11, “he who comes to God must believe that He is”

b. as we saw last week, in “I Believe God’s Word”
(A) seeking God on the basis of human reason, of natural revelation, &c., results in a man-made

concept of God
(B) God is to be found only in His self-revelation

(1) by the written word of God: the Scriptures that are able to make you wise to salvation
(2) through the living Word of God who

(a) declared (manifest, showed) the Father
(b) became to go-between to bring the two parties (God and man) together in fellowship

(3) 1 Corinthians 1:9 NAS: “God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”

(4) 1 John 1:3 NAS: “what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, that you also may have
fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.”

4. Fellowship with God requires turn-about: repentance … verse 23
a. Job 22:23 NAS: “If you return to the Almighty, you will be restored; if you remove unrighteousness far

from your tent,”
b. fellowship requires that we first come face-to-face with the fact, the enormity, and terror of our sin —

that indeed 
(A) we are sinners by birth and sinners by choice
(B) we are without any ability of our own to come to God
(C) 5,000 years ago, Genesis 6:5 NAS: “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on

the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”
(D) 2,000 years ago, Matthew 15:19-20a NAS: “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders,

adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders. These are the things which defile the man;
...”



(E) and just the same today
c. so, for Fellowship with God, I must acknowledge the enormity of my sin, I must be brought about-face

in repentance
(A) Jesus told some of His hearers in Luke 13:3 NAS: “I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will

all likewise perish.”
(B) Acts 2:38-40 NAS:  Peter [on the day of Pentecost] said to them, “Repent, and let each of you be

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and your children, and for all who are far off, as many
as the Lord our God shall call to Himself.” And with many other words he solemnly testified and
kept on exhorting them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation!”

(C) obeying God’s command, as in Acts 17:30 NAS:  "Therefore having overlooked the times of
ignorance, God is now declaring to [commanding] men that all everywhere should repent,”

5. Fellowship with God needs possession of faith … verses 24–25
a. Job 22:24-25 NAS: “And place your gold [“nuggets”] in the dust, And the gold of Ophir among the

stones of the brooks, Then the Almighty will be your gold And choice silver to you.”
b. Bible uses a number of words to describe this possession — faith, hope, trust, confidence
c. that faith is not a mere intellectual exercise is described very graphically in these words from Eliphaz

(A) consider yourself, he says, as a man who, by his wit, his cunning, his daring, his strength, his
persistence, and so on, has found, mined, and accumulated nuggets of gold

(1) the raw ore, compounded with impurities
(2) of substantial but limited value
(3) not valid exchange in the market-place

(B) then by trade or exchange for these nuggets of gold has obtained that of Ophir which is a purified,
monetary gold, good for trade everywhere

(C) so although you have this tremendous basis for personal security, wealth, acquisition and comfort
(1) Proverbs 18:11a “the rich man’s wealth is his strong city”
(2) you throw it all aside as being nothing
(3) because you account God, the Almighty, a surer  object of trust, of true wealth

(D) this picture shows what it really means to possess faith: F(orsaking) A(ll) I T(rust) Him



D. The Results of Fellowship with God
1. Fellowship brings Peace … verse 21

a. Job 22:21 NAS: “Yield now and be at peace with Him; Thereby good will come to you.”
b. it is natural, shall I say obvious, that peace is intimately linked with reconciliation to God — the warfare

is ceased
c. but Hebrew word, Shalom

(A) has a richer meaning than just cessation of hostilities
(1) it includes physical, mental, spiritual health
(2) it contains fullness or satisfaction of our being
(3) it expresses a completeness of one’s person

(B) and is reflected in the words concerning our relationship to Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace, Colossians
2:9-10 NAS: For in Him all the fulness of Deity dwells in bodily form, and in Him you have been
made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority

2. Fellowship brings Prosperity … verse 21
a. Job 22:21 NAS: “Yield now and be at peace with Him; Thereby good will come to you.” or, “prosperity”

or, “your increase will be great”
b. Eliphaz, I am sure, thought of this purely and simply as material prosperity

(A) because he misunderstood Job’s calamity — the loss of Job’s health, his children, his riches — to
be the result of Job’s wickedness

(B) the Christian, indeed, recognizes that God provides our every need, that riches are from the Lord,
the giver of every gift, but that these are not ours by right: rather, that in terms of this world’s
goods we may be poor

(C) nevertheless we prosper, Ephesians 1:3 NAS: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,”

3. Fellowship brings Joy … verse 26
a. Job 22:26 NAS: “For then you will delight in the Almighty, And lift up your face to God.”
b. what is the real joy of the Christian life?

(A) is it forgiveness we receive from sin? — maybe in part



(B) is it all the blessings that we get? — possibly somewhat
(C) is it the wonderful association with other Christians?
(D) no: all these are wonderful joys
(E) but the real joy is that we can delight in God himself

c. this is the joy that God has intended for man from beginning
(A) when God would walk in the garden in order to have a time together with Adam & Eve (Genesis

3:8)
(B) when Enoch walked with God and was not, for God took him (Genesis 5:24)
(C) when Abraham was accounted as the friend of God (James 2:23)

4. Fellowship enables Father–Child Conversations … verse 27
a. Job 22:27 NAS: “You will pray to Him, and He will hear you; And you will pay your vows.”
b. how often we forget what a privilege prayer really is!

(A) neglecting it on both a personal and corporate basis
(B) beginning our day occupied with our first busy task
(C) ending our day curled up with a book or watching TV
(D) and never stopping to chat with Father

5. Fellowship brings Acceptable Worship … verse 27–28
a. Job 22:27-28 NAS: “You will pray to Him, and He will hear you; And you will pay your vows. You will also

decree a thing, and it will be established for you; And light will shine on your ways.”
b. “you will pay your vows”

(A) how can this be worship
(B) anything that we give to God is already His
(C) and if a vow has been made — a promise made is a debt unpaid — so what is being paid is already

doubly God’s
(D) and yet, it is accepted as worship

c. “light will shine on your ways”
(A) thus the light of God’s favour results from such worship
(B) Numbers 6:25 AV: “The Lord make His face shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee.”



d. so this Fellowship with God transforms what would otherwise be dead works, vain words, empty gifts
e. and makes them not only acceptable worship, but as Paul describes it to the Philippians 4:18 NAS:  “But

I have received everything in full, and have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having received from
Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God.”

6. Fellowship brings Spiritual Power … verse 29–30
a. Job 22:29-30 NAS: “When you are cast down, you will speak with confidence And the humble person He

will save. He will deliver one who is not innocent, And he will be delivered through the cleanness of your
hands.”

b. The Word of God talks about
(A) the Christian being the salt of the earth
(B) the Christian being the light of the world
(C) the Christian wife by her consistent life bringing her unsaved husband to salvation

c. because the man, the woman, who walks with God, who has Fellowship with God, the one, the only,
source of spiritual power, as Jesus Himself told us
(A) John 15:5-8 NAS:  “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he

bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is
thrown away as a branch, and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they
are burned. If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be
done for you. By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My
disciples.”

E. Conclusion
1. so in answer to the question that Job quoted the wicked as asking — which we looked at two weeks ago —

Job 21:15 AV: “What is the Almighty, that we should serve him? and what profit should we have, if we pray
unto him?”
a. the answer is a resounding “Everything!” — “in the stars His handiwork I see … He’s everything to me!”
b. so Fellowship with God is worth seeking, attaining, enjoying



2. are you enjoying it?
a. could it be that you have never taken that first step of repentant, saving faith in the finished work of

Jesus Christ?
b. or, if you have accepted Christ as your own personal Saviour, are you missing out because

(A) you are not walking closely with Him?
(B) is there unconfessed sin that keeps your from Him?
(C) is the busyness and care of this world absorbing too much of your attention
(D) someone has said “You will know you are close to the heart of God when what grieves your heart

is the same thing that grieves His.” —{3}.

c. then, whatever the situation, come to Jesus, the crucified One, this morning and get things right with
and through Him
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