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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Introduction

1. it is important to know the details of our faith to dispute false teaching
about S____________

2. we begin with the Bible because it is God’s R____________ of truth

3. Lausanne Covenant (1974) stated “We affirm the divine inspiration,
truthfulness and authority of both Old and New Testament Scriptures in
their entirety as the only written Word of God, without error in all that
it affirms, and the only infallible rule of faith and practice.  We also affirm
the power of God’s Word to accomplish His purpose of salvation.  The
message of the Bible is addressed to all mankind.  For God’s revelation in
Christ and in Scripture is unchangeable.  Through it the Holy Spirit still
speaks today.  He illumines the minds of God’s people in every culture to
preserve its truth freshly through their own eyes and thus discloses to the
whole church evermore of the many-coloured wisdom of God.”

4. References: Proverbs 23:7, John 8:32, 1 Corinthians 15:13-14, Matthew
22:23, John 20:31;  God’s Word as being an extension of the personality
of God: Romans 9:17, Galatians 3:8, 3:22

B. The Bible — Its Character
1. it is both T_______ and S_____________
2. it proclaims S_____________
3. it is P________________ in its revelation
4. it is the S_____–revelation of God Himself

5. References: Proverbs 22:19–21, John 5:39–40, Hebrews 1:1–2, 2 Peter
1:20–21

C. The Bible — Its Compilation
1. it is the ___ Old Testament and ___ New Testament books
2. it excludes the A___________
3. it is the original Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek writings that were inspired

but it is clear that God did not intend language to be a barrier to anyone
hearing His message and so T__________ are to be viewed as part of
the purpose of God and receiving His blessing

4. References: Romans 1:32, 1 Corinthians 14:6, 9–13, Psalm 19:1–4,
Mark 13:10, Psalms 119:89

D. The Bible — Its Confirmation
1. it is S_____–A______________ — try it and see!
2. the church has received it as God’s word owing to the P______ of its

contents and the witness of the H______ S_______

3. References: 1 Thessalonians 2:13, 1 John 5:9–10, Hebrews 4:12, 1 John
2:20, 27

E. The Bible — Its Contents
1. it contains everything essential to God’s Glory and S__________
2. it varies in C_______ so that 
3. for its understanding it requires the H_____ S_______ 
4. it is to be the touchstone — T_____ — of all human teaching and the

means of settling any spiritual controversy

5. References: Psalms 138:2, 19:7, Galatians 1:8–9, Psalms 119:130, 2
Peter 3:15–16, 1:20–21, 1 Corinthians 11:14, Acts 17:11; used to
argue the truth by Christ: Matthew 22:29–32, by James, Acts
15:13–18, by Paul, Acts 28:23

F. Conclusion — we need to pay very close attention to God’s Word

1. References: Joshua 1:8, Hebrews 2:1–4
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A. Introduction
1. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 NAS: “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that

the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.” 

2. from time to time it is my intention to address in our morning messages some of the cardinal truths of the Christian faith
a. in seeking to formulate my own, personal enumeration of these Biblical truths, I find that I agree fairly closely to the historic statement of faith of

1689 drafted by about fifty Baptist pastors in Britain and which built heavily upon the Presbyterian Westminster Confession of 1646
b. I shall, therefore, somewhat follow the framework of that 1689 statement of faith in these messages

3. a couple of questions to be answered:
a. One: why is it so important to know the details of our faith?

(A) most articles in a statement of faith relate to salvation
(B) to dispute false teaching about salvation, because

(1) Proverbs 23:7a “… as [a man] thinks in his heart, so is he …”
(2) there is a corollary to Christ’s words in John 8:32 NAS “and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” that not knowing

the truth leaves you in bonds
(3) and Paul was eloquent in his defence of the facts of our faith in 1 Corinthians 15:13-14 NAS: But if there is no resurrection of the dead,

not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain.
(C) lest in the day of our Lord Jesus anyone be in danger of being included in the words of Matthew 7:22-23 NAS: “Many will say to Me on that

day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And then
I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you who practice lawlessness.’”

(D) so the facts of our faith affect both our life and our walk
b. Two: why start with the Bible, rather than, for example, God?

(A) human religions
(1) start with a man-made concept of God
(2) are based on man’s reasoning

(B) but Christianity is based on God’s revealed truth
(1) God’s Word was written specifically so that men and women, boys and girls might come to saving faith in Jesus Christ — the following

words are true not only of John’s Gospel but of the Bible as a whole: John 20:31 NAS: … but these have been written that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.

(C) so we must be sure that we understand that the Bible — the revealed word of God — is the basis of our faith



4. my purpose this morning
a. not to present a series of proofs that the Bible is true — that would be beyond our scope and time — but one example

(A) Oceanography owes a great debt to the books of Matthew Fontaine Maury. His discoveries have been of inestimable help to navigators of the
high seas. Maury acknowledged his debt to the Bible for some of his scientific findings. One day when he was ill, his son read Psalm 8 to him.
When the boy read the eighth verse, his father asked him to repeat it: “The birds of the air, and fish of the sea, and all that swim the paths of
the seas.” When the boy had finished, the great scientist declared, "If there are paths in the sea, I am going to find them." Today the great
oceangoing vessels follow the paths marked out by Maury, who believed they were there because the Bible said they were. —{2}.

b. nor the miraculous way that it has come down to us today (I think that we will be having a 4-video set on this subject at the Sunday evening
fellowship in the near future)

c. but to enlarge on the statement on the Bible made at the Lausanne Covenant (1974): “We affirm the divine inspiration, truthfulness and authority
of both Old and New Testament Scriptures in their entirety as the only written Word of God, without error in all that it affirms, and the only
infallible rule of faith and practice.  We also affirm the power of God’s Word to accomplish His purpose of salvation.  The message of the Bible is
addressed to all mankind.  For God’s revelation in Christ and in Scripture is unchangeable.  Through it the Holy Spirit still speaks today.  He
illumines the minds of God’s people in every culture to preserve its truth freshly through their own eyes and thus discloses to the whole church
evermore of the many-coloured wisdom of God.” —{3}.

B. The Bible — Its Character
1. it is both true and sufficient

a. Proverbs 22:19-21 NAS:  “So that your trust may be in the LORD, I have taught you today, even you. Have I not written to you excellent things
Of counsels and knowledge, To make you know the certainty of the words of truth That you may correctly answer to him who sent you?”

2. proclaims salvation
a. John 5:39-40 NAS: “You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is these that bear witness of Me; and

you are unwilling to come to Me, that you may have life.”

3. progressive in its revelation
a. Hebrews 1:1-2 NAS “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken

to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.”

4. is the self-revelation — disclosure — of God Himself
a. 2 Peter 1:20-21 NAS: “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever

made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.”



C. The Bible — Its Compilation
1. it is the 

a. 39 books of the Old Testament (divided by the Hebrews into “the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings” with the last also being commonly called
“the Psalms” in the New Testament after its largest book and general, poetic character

b. 27 books of the New Testament written by the apostles and other disciples of Christ
c. these are the “all scripture” of … 2 Timothy 3:16-17 NAS:  “All Scripture is inspired by God [ie., God-Breathed] and profitable for teaching, for

reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”

2. excludes the Apocrypha (also known as the Deutero-canon) which are included in some printed Bibles but have never been accepted as God’s Word
by either the Hebrews or the Christian church
a. Not included in list given by Jesus Christ; Luke 24:44 NAS:  “Now He said to them, ‘These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with

you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.’”
b. They are not quoted (with a few, possible exceptions) by the New Testament writers
c. There is considerable doubt as to their authorship and date, with most of them appearing for the first time in the third and second centuries before

Christ in the Greek version of the Old Testament (LXX)

3. it is the original Hebrew and Greek versions that were verbally (ie., word-by-word) inspired but that God intends their translation and that the Holy
Spirit has preserved their truth in the translated versions into many languages is to be adduced by reason and observation of the translated Bible’s
impact on lives
a. New Testament writers frequently quoted the LXX, which was a translation of the Hebrew Old Testament
b. Romans 1:32 NAS:  “and, although they (gentile peoples) know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death,

they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them.”
c. 1 Corinthians 14:6, 9-13 NAS:  “But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking in tongues, what shall I profit you, unless I speak to you either by

way of revelation or of knowledge or of prophecy or of teaching?” …  “So also you, unless you utter by the tongue speech that is clear, how will
it be known what is spoken? For you will be speaking into the air. There are, perhaps, a great many kinds of languages in the world, and no kind
is without meaning. If then I do not know the meaning of the language, I shall be to the one who speaks a barbarian, and the one who speaks will
be a barbarian to me. So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the edification of the church. Therefore let one who
speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret.”

d. God’s natural revelation is cross-lingual: Psalms 19:1-4 NAS: “The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work
of His hands. Day to day pours forth speech, And night to night reveals knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words; Their voice is not
heard. but Their line has gone out through all the earth, And their utterances to the end of the world. In them He has placed a tent for the sun,”

e. God’s purpose for the gospel was cross-lingual: Mark 13:10 NAS: “And the gospel must first be preached to all the nations.”
f. and translations are subject to God’s preserving purpose and power: Psalms 119:89 NAS:  “Forever, O LORD, Thy word is settled in heaven.”



D. The Bible — Its Confirmation
1. it is self-authenticating — try it and see!

a. Those hearing it have found it so: 1 Thessalonians 2:13 NAS: “And for this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received from us
the word of God’s message, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you
who believe.”

b. Note that in 1 John 5:9-10 NAS the word “witness” can also be translated as “record,” a part of which John himself wrote:  “If we receive the
witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for the witness of God is this, that He has borne witness concerning His Son. The one who believes
in the Son of God has the witness in himself; the one who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the witness
that God has borne concerning His Son.”

2. the church has received it as God’s words
a. owing to the power of its contents: Hebrews 4:12 NAS:  “For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and

piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”
b. owing to the witness of the Holy Spirit, its author: 1 John 2:20, 27 NAS:  “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all know.” …

“And as for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but as His anointing
teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.”

E. The Bible — Its Contents
1. it contains everything essential

a. to God’s Glory
(A) Psalms 138:2 NAS: “I will bow down toward Thy holy temple, And give thanks to Thy name for Thy lovingkindness and Thy truth; For Thou

hast magnified Thy word according to all Thy name.”
b. to salvation

(A) Psalms 19:7 NAS:  “The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.” 
(B) Galatians 1:8-9 NAS:  “But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we have preached

to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you
received, let him be accursed.”

2. it varies in clarity
a. Psalms 119:130 NAS: “The unfolding of Thy words gives light; It gives understanding to the simple.”
b. 2 Peter 3:15-16 NAS: “and regard the patience of our LORD to be salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given

him, wrote to you, as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and
unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.”

c. Hermeneutic (ie., interpretive) principles



(A) my fundamental position
(1) what the Bible seems to say is what the Bible means — if it clearly

(a) agrees with its immediate context — that which precedes and follows
(b) agrees with the body of the rest of the Scriptures

(2) and, where it is unclear,
(a) the clear didactic parts of the Bible — mostly the historical books, the gospels, the epistles — are used to explain the allegorical, the

visionary, the prophetical parts
(3) specific references (as found, for example all through Matthew and Hebrews) are to be taken as the inspired exposition of those passages

referenced
(B) there is no secret key, no hidden knowledge, no special, arcane knowledge required to understand God’s Word

(1) 2 Peter 1:20-21 NAS:  “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own [or, as in AV, private]
interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.”

(2) yet it accords with natural law and reason, so that its writers call on these in their arguments as Paul does in 1 Corinthians 11:14 NAS:
“Does not even nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonour to him,”

3. for its understanding
a. requires the Holy Spirit: 1 Corinthians 2:14 NAS: “But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to

him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.”
b. Scripture needs to be interpreted by Scripture

(A) 2 Peter 1:20-21 NAS:  “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was
ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.”

(B) Acts 17:11 NAS: “Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining
the Scriptures daily, to see whether these things were so.”

4. Scripture is to be the test (touchstone) of any human teaching and the means of settling any spiritual controversy
a. Christ did so: Matthew 22:29-32 NAS: “But Jesus answered and said to them, ‘You are mistaken, not understanding the Scriptures, or the power

of God. For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. But regarding the resurrection of the
dead, have you not read that which was spoken to you by God, saying, “I AM the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”?
He is not the God of the dead but of the living.’”

b. James did so: Acts 15:13-18 NAS: “And after they had stopped speaking, James answered, saying, ‘Brethren, listen to me. Simeon has related how
God first concerned Himself about taking from among the Gentiles a people for His name. And with this the words of the Prophets agree, just as
it is written, “after these things I will return, and I will rebuild the tabernacle of David which has fallen, and I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore
it in order that the rest of mankind may seek the LORD, and all the gentiles who are called by my name,” says the LORD, who makes these things
known from of old.’”



c. Paul did so: Acts 28:23 NAS:  “And when they had set a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in large numbers; and he was explaining
to them by solemnly testifying about the kingdom of God, and trying to persuade them concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses and from
the Prophets, from morning until evening.”

F. Conclusion and Application
1. The Bible has been under severe attack for the past 1½ centuries

a. and no more so than today
b. because it is “politically incorrect”
c. since it declares without equivocation that the practice of homosexuality is immoral and abhorrent to God
d. so that, according to some, there is even now a Bill C415 before parliament which could eventually result in the courts declaring parts of the Bible

as “hate” literature

2. I am told that
a. During the early days of World War II, when the Nazis invaded France, French citizens took down all signposts. As the Nazi armies advanced, they

didn't know which way to turn or in what direction lay their objective. Does it seem to you that the signposts of life have all been taken down?
They were not taken down by us to confuse the enemy; they were taken down by the enemy to confuse us. We don't know which way to turn until
we open the Scriptures. The only reliable signposts are there. —{4}.

b. it, therefore, behoves the Christian to hear God’s words to

3. Joshua 1:8 NAS: This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do
according to all that is written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have success.

4. so
a. not “a word to the wise is sufficient”
b. but “to the wise, the Word is sufficient” —{5}.
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