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October 6, 2002

SERMON NOTES

The Fellowship of Evangelical Baptist Churches in
Canada at its National Convention will have a motion
put forth respecting the gender of those appointed as
pastors / elders / overseers of a local church.  As Faith
Fellowship Baptist Church is a member of the
Fellowship, any such resolution, if passed, applies to
us so long as we persist as members.  This message
addresses some of the issues surrounding this motion
and what I believe to be the Scriptural teaching.

In any discussion of this character, it is important to
keep in mind always, the words of our Lord Jesus
Christ:

“By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you
have love for one another.” John 13:35 NKJV

and just as in the human family, where disagreement
on important items may take place, so they may also
in God’s family, but we never cease being part of the
family as a result.

Scriptures referenced in this message:Scriptures referenced in this message:
Paul’s address to the Ephesian elders: Acts 20:13–35; possible naming
of pastor[–teacher] as a church “officer”: Ephesians 4:11–12; elder
responsibility for guarding the doctrine and practice of the church:
1 Timothy 1:3, 4:11–13, 6:20, 2 Timothy 1:13–14, 2:2, Titus 2:15

Arguments against the resolutionArguments against the resolution
Subordination of women “due to the fall”: Genesis 3:16, 1 Timothy
2:12–15; this subordination “should not exist”: Galatians 3:28; Biblical
examples of women “taking the lead”: Judges 4:4ff, Acts 17:4,
Colossians 4:15 (NIV is probably correct rendering of the Greek), Acts
18:26, Romans 16:3, Acts 12:12, 21:8-9, 1 Corinthians 12 and 14;
Cultural things that “we do not follow”: 1 Timothy 2:9 (and see
2:11–12), 1 Corinthians 11:6-7, 11:13-15

Arguments for the resolutionArguments for the resolution (see context of forgoing references)
Levitical service: Numbers 4:2-3, 22-23, etc.; Priests sons of Aaron:
Exodus 28:41, 29:44, 30:30; subordination an item of creation before
the fall: 1 Timothy 2:1, Genesis 2:18; Sin is man’s (Adam’s) spiritual
responsibility: Romans 5:12, 15; the meaning of subordination:
1 Corinthians 11:3 (in fact most of this chapter); Man taking seriously
his responsibility: Joshua 24:15

Passages for studying this subjectPassages for studying this subject
Genesis 1–3; Romans 8:16-17, 12:1–8; 1 Corinthians 11-12, 14;
Galatians 3:26–29; Ephesians 5:21–33; Philippians 2:3–11;
Colossians 3:12–19; 1 Timothy; 2 Timothy; Titus; 1 Peter 2:13–3:7,
4:10–11, 5:1–6



—{1}. 1 Timothy 3:1–7 God Engenders Leaders

A. The resolutions before our National Convention this year
At the National Convention held in November 2001, under "new business", the following notice of motion was
presented by a group of messengers from the floor. In keeping with bylaw amendment requirements, this
motion will be included in the National Convention agenda, and is currently scheduled for consideration and
vote by the messengers on Tuesday afternoon, November 5th, 2002.

It reads as follows:

“I. Under Article II, section I of the Affirmation of Faith the following italicized words will be added:

We believe that its officers are:
i. qualified men as pastors (elders, overseers) 
ii. deacons

II. Under the bylaws, Article V, Section A - Membership 1, the following words will be added:

These principles of church government are as follows. Qualified men will lead the church as pastors (elders,
overseers). Deacons will serve in the various needs of the church. Women who serve on the staff of Fellowship
churches will not be ordained as, or referred to as pastors (elders, overseers). A more detailed explanation of
the Fellowship Baptist belief on this issue is found in the Position Statement on Gender adopted by National
Convention in 1997.”

The current National bylaws require that in order for bylaw amendments to pass they require a two-thirds
majority affirmative vote of the messengers present and voting (see Bylaws: Article X - Bylaw Amendments).

If the above motion is not carried by a two-thirds majority vote, the National Council is presenting to our
churches and endorsing this formal notice of motion concerning the following alternative bylaw amendment:



“Article V - Section D - Recognition of the office of Pastor / Elder / Overseer

Character qualifications for the office of pastor / elder / overseer are clearly defined in the New Testament. We
recognize that both men and women are gifted for service in the local church and have their important roles
to play and ministries to fulfill. We also recognize that the office of pastor/elder/overseer is limited to men as
qualified by Scripture.  While The Fellowship of Evangelical Baptist Churches in Canada honours the right and
responsibility of its member churches to determine ministry titles and ministry functions for both men and
women, it recognizes men only for the office of pastor /elder/overseer.”

If this motion does not receive a two-thirds majority vote, the position statement on the gender-pastoral issue
as passed at the 1997 Convention will continue as our official Fellowship Baptist position on this matter at this
time. —{2}.

1. Let’s look at a some problems with these
a. the second, or fall-back, resolution

(A) to associate with FEBCC must adhere to its Statement of Faith and its bylaws
(1) these include that “... the Bible is the final authority in all matters of faith and practice and the

true basis of Christian unity”
(a) not all evangelical churches have this as a basis
(b) even those with this basis may have differing approaches in interpreting the meaning of the

Scriptures
¤ simplistically stated, mine is what the Bible seems to say is what the Bible means
¤ I plan a message “I Believe God’s Word” in which I will enlarge on this

(c) so, with that comment, let me repeat that we use the Bible as our standard of practice
(2) but this resolution 

(a) states that the Bible teaches that the office of pastor / elder / overseer is to be filled by a man
(b) yet churches can take a different position and still have unity with the FEBCC

(B) this is clearly contradictory and so a “no” vote is the only one possible one for the “fall-back”
resolution



b. the first resolution
(A) ignores the longstanding differences in polity amongst our churches

(1) those having both distinct deacons and elders
(2) those effectually combining these two offices

(B) is the term “pastor” an office or a function?
(1) Paul’s address to the Ephesian elders (presbuteros) as found in Acts 20:13–35 has a relevant

verse, 28
(a) Acts 20:28 NAS:  Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit

has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own
blood.

(b) Acts 20:28 NIV: Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.

(c) the word “overseer” (episkopos) is the word as that elsewhere translated “bishop” as in the
AV but I will used the word “elder” as representing that same office on the basis of Acts 20

(d) but the word “shepherd” (poimaino) is a verb and the corresponding noun can be rendered
as either “shepherd” or “pastor”

¤ only place I can think of where it might be considered an office is Ephesians 4:11-12 NAS:
And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some
as pastors and teachers [or, pastor-teachers], for the equipping of the saints for the work of
service, to the building up of the body of Christ;

¤ Greek uses a different word for “and” which couples the two functions in one person
(2) it is questionable whether the shepherding function — nurturing, caring, feeding God’s people

— was ever intended to be restricted to the elders
(C) notwithstanding these defects, this resolution should be affirmed since to do otherwise is to give

tacit approval to unscriptural actions by member churches

2. Who has the responsibility in deciding on this matter
a. Baptist congregational principle is in general that decisions

(A) made by suffrage of the people of the local church
(B) as they lead by the Holy Spirit after seeking God



b. but the Bible assigns a special responsibility to elders
(A) Paul covers elder responsibilities in his address to the Ephesian elders in Acts 20, and in Timothy

and Titus
(B) 1 Timothy 1:3 NIV:  As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you

may command certain men not to teach false doctrines any longer
(C) 1 Timothy 4:11-13 NKJV:  These things command and teach. Let no one despise your youth, but

be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Till I come,
give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.

(D) 1 Timothy 6:20 NAS:  O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and
empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called "knowledge"

(E) 2 Timothy 1:13-14 NIV: What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith
and love in Christ Jesus. Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help
of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.

(F) 2 Timothy 2:2 NAS: And the things which you have heard from me in the presence of many
witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.

(G) Titus 2:15 NAS: These things speak and exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one disregard
you.

c. so, in giving instruction on such a matter, I think that I am carrying out a responsibility given by God

B. Arguments against the resolution
1. that the Bible patriarchal book, out of date, now inappropriate

a. not a view of FEBCC churches
b. but it is the attitude of many people today

2. subordination of woman to man was intended to disappear
a. it was result of the fall rather than creation

(A) Genesis 3:16 NAS: To the woman He said, ‘I will greatly multiply Your pain in childbirth, In pain
you shall bring forth children; Yet your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over you.’

(B) this was what was in Paul’s mind in 1 Timothy 2:12-15 NAS: But I do not allow a woman to teach
or exercise [or, usurping] authority over a man, but to remain quiet. For it was Adam who was first



created, and then Eve. And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman being quite
deceived, fell into transgression. But women shall be preserved through the bearing of children if
they continue in faith and love and sanctity with self-restraint.

b. Christ’s redemption has removed the barrier between genders
(A) Galatians 3:28 NAS: There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is

neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
(B) so by analogy, women can be elders as well as men

3. There are the examples in the Bible of prominent women
a. Acts 17:4 NIV: Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of

God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women.
b. we find prayer meetings and church assemblies took place in the houses of such women as well as men
c. there was Priscilla, who with her husband Aquila, was equally involved in the teaching — discipling —

of Apollos
d. there were the four daughters of Philip who were prophets as well as Paul’s instructions in 1 Corinthians

12 and 14 to the women who prophesied in the church
(A) question as to what New Testament prophecy involved
(B) but unquestionably included some form of speaking of the truth under the leading of the Holy Spirit

and thus constituted teaching
e. and of course, on the mission field and in some denominations it is godly, evangelical  women who all

alone are ministering and ministers to the glory of God and the shame of men
f. by example then, given that women were doing these things it is evident that they should eventually also

be elders

4. that the restriction of the eldership to men was only based on the cultural situation of the time of the New
Testament
a. there are other cultural things which we do not follow

(A) we do not follow 1 Timothy 2:9 NAS: Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper
clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments

(B) so why follow 1 Timothy 2:11-12 NAS: Let a woman quietly receive instruction with entire



submissiveness. But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to
remain quiet.?

(C) nor do we measure people’s hair at the door (what is too short for women, too long for men?)
(D) nor do we insist on a woman’s head being covered (and that is a full veil as originally described …

not a little cap
b. the New Testament teaches we are not restricted to culture

(A) the Old Testament dietary laws were for the Jews and the specific situation they were in are don’t
apply to us

(B) there was liberty with respect to meat offered to idols
(C) and many verses use “men” to include women
(D) so, since that culture which dictated a reduced role for women is now gone, there is no need to

restrict the office of elder to women

5. Now there are some problems with the above arguments
a. they miss some key elements even in the cited references

(A) dietary laws were not just for health but to distinguish the Jews as uniquely God’s chosen people
(B) the passage in 1 Timothy 2:13 is specifically related to the creation: the fall is an added element
(C) the prominence of women should rather be understood as demostrating that the Paul’s teaching

is NOT based on cultural relevancy: women are intended to serve just as men, but
(D) there is a confusion in many peoples’ minds between 

(1) being fit for service
(2) being qualified for office

(E) analogy and example, like extrapolation, are dangerous ways to come at truth
b. There is absolute truth and there is exemplary truth: let me illustrate with this fictitious story

A while ago, Peter on a canoeing trip was forced by an emergency to take the canoe alone down river
without life jacket.  As he did so, he hit a submerged rock in some rapids, the canoe upset and he was
spilled out while the canoe and paddle carried on while he came ashore on an island in the middle of the
river.  Well Peter being an engineer knows some physical facts.  The body is lighter than water so it will
float.  The current of the river will carry a body downstream.  Eventually downstream the river will be



calmer.  These are absolutely true.  So he cast himself in the river, and gradually worked himself to shore
as the river carried him to a calmer place where he found the canoe, the paddle and carried on with his
emergency trip.  Peter was saved — that is exemplary truth.

So, today, in getting something out of my moored canoe in a similar situation, the line comes free and
drifting down the river I, too, am upset in the rapids and find myself on an island.  I remember Peter’s
story.  I consider his example and the absolute truths involved.  Following the exemplary truth involved,
I cast myself in the river.  In two minutes I have drowned.  I don’t know how to take breaths in such a
situation. 

Doctrine must be based on absolute truth and principles; not on examples and analogies.

C. Arguments for the resolution
1. the general teaching in Scripture seems to limit elders to men

a. no instances of any but men being elders
b. in the two passages on the qualifications for being an elder

(A) they are very specific with respect to gender (which, by the way, may not be the case with
deacons!)

(B) qualifications for office differ from being fit for service
(1) in Old Testament

(a) before giving service, must first ensure that one was ceremonially clean — that is being fit
(b) applied equally, but with differing details, to the priests, the Levites and the other Israelites
(c) but qualification for Levitical service 

¤ must be of tribe of Levi
¤ must be between ages of 30 and 50
¤ must be a man
¤ still not enough to be a priest

(d) for a priest must also be of family of Aaron
(e) God took the matter of qualification seriously with severe punishment for those going over line

(2) so, many of qualifications for an elder



(a) are ideals for all Christians
(b) but not specified as being unattainable items
(c) opponents say we don’t insist on elder being married, but this misunderstands the phrase “a

husband of one wife” which is literally “a one-woman man”
¤ Greek consists of two words mia + gune
¤ stronger than “monogamous” 
¤ speaks of an life-attitude regardless of a person’s current marital state

(d) thus, blameless means one against whom no just accusation can be made that would bring
the church into disrepute – not one without sin

(e) and being a man is such a qualification for office but is not a measure of fitness for service!

2. the second argument is the subordination of the women to the man in spiritual matters
a. already have seen (in 1 Timothy 2:11) that this was a result of creation as is also indicated in Genesis

2:18 The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.”
and you should read the first two chapters of Genesis to get the whole picture

b. but we want to be very clear on meaning of subordination
(A) this is not a matter of inferiority, but a spiritual matter and it is the linking of authority with

responsibility
(1) we already read the passage that shows that it was Eve that sinned first, not Adam
(2) but the spiritual responsibility for sin rests on Adam, not on Eve as found in Romans 5:12, 15

NAS: Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and
so death spread to all men, because all sinned … But the free gift is not like the transgression.
For if by the transgression of the one [man] the many died, much more did the grace of God and
the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many.

(B) Christ is the example in this matter of subordination
(1) look at the 3 subordinations in 1 Corinthians 11:3 NIV: Now I want you to realise that the head

of every man is Christ, and the head of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.
(2) no time here to pursue this fully this morning but it is part of carry out the will of God



3. now this is a matter in which we may be inclined to ask “Why?”
a. Robert Haldane (preface to Exposition on Epistle to the Romans) “The human mind is ever prone to soften

the strong features of Divine truth, and to bring them into accordance with its own wishes and
preconceived notions” 

b. I believe it behoves us to leave it as one of the unknowable counsels and decrees of God to which we
submit by faith

D. Conclusion
1. in light of the Scriptures we must support the first resolution

a. we can have communion – worship – with those contrary
b. but we cannot have union with such a difference in practice

2. nevertheless let’s end with a practical word for this week
a. men

(A) if you aspire to be an elder, good!
(B) if not, you still have a spiritual responsibility to carry out as did Joshua (24:15 NAS) And if it is

disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: …
but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.

b. women
(A) God has in no way limited the good and acceptable and reasonable service that you can give to

Him!
(B) as wives in guiding and supporting your husbands
(C) and on your own in carrying out His perfect will

c. men, women, children: we are but humble instruments through whom God can do much!
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