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My Living Redeemer
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September 8, 2002 

SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES There are no questions today!  But here is an outline for
those who may wish to note some of the truths we shall discuss.

A. Introduction

B. What Has Happened in Job since last Sunday?

C. Hard Hebrew but Terrific Truths

1. There is a Redeemer

2. This  Redeemer Lives

3.  Overcomes Death

4.  Death No Matter

D. “Kinsman-Redeemer”

1. the concept of Kinsman-Redeemer

2. the role of Kinsman-Redeemer
a.  property

b.  preserve

c.  protect

d. who Job was thinking about as Kinsman-Redeemer

E. The Character of Jesus as My Kinsman-Redeemer

1.  a near kinsman!

2.  the God-man

3.  ever-living

4.  will return

5. the Way

F. So What !?!?! 

Scriptural References
Examples of Kinsman-Redeemer activities: Genesis 14, Ruth;  Roles
of the Kinsman-Redeemer: Leviticus 25:25, Deuteronomy 25:5, Ruth,
Matthew 22:25–28, Numbers 35:12–34, Deuteronomy 19:1–3;
Character of Jesus as my Kinsman-Redeemer: Hebrews 2:11, John
5:28-29, Luke 21:25–28;  Exclusiveness of Christianity: John 14:6



—{1}.  Job 19:25–27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  My Living Redeemer

A. Introduction

1. concepts of media, of society are faulty in spiritual matters
a. how the term “born again” is used
b. how they view “redemption”: Hollywood producer Coleman Luck is quoted in the Internet for Christians

Newsletter: —{2}.

In Hollywood, the seat of Western civilization, “God” may be a non-event, but angels are a different story.
“Touched by an Angel” [may] represent nothing less than the birth of a new media religion — redemption
that costs nothing, stories that warm the heart but do not convict the soul.

2. the following has been attributed to other preachers, but it seems that Charles Haddon Spurgeon was the
original —{3}.

Spurgeon was walking the streets of London deep in thought when he saw a young street boy.  The lad was
carrying an old, bent bird cage.  Inside was a tiny field sparrow.  Spurgeon stopped the boy and asked him
what he was going to do with the bird.

“Well…” the boy said.  “I think I’ll play with it for a while, and then when I’m tired of playing with it — I
think I’ll kill it.”  He made that last comment with a wicked grin.

Moved with compassion for the bird, Spurgeon asked, “How much would you sell me that bird for?”
“You don't want this bird, mister,” the boy said with a chuckle.  “It’s just a bleeding field sparrow.”  But
then he saw the old gentleman was serious.  “You can have this bird for … two pounds,”  he said slyly.  Two
pounds at that time would be worth more than a hundred dollars today — an astronomical price for a bird
worth only pennies.  Spurgeon paid the price, and let the bird go.



The next morning, Easter Sunday morning, an empty bird cage sat on the pulpit of the great Metropolitan
Tabernacle where Spurgeon preached.

“Let me tell you about this cage,” Spurgeon said as he began the sermon.  Then he recounted the story
about the little boy and how he had purchased the bird from him at a high cost.

“I tell you this story,” he said, “because that's just what Jesus did for us.  You see, an evil spectre called
Sin had us caged up and unable to escape.  But then Jesus came up to Sin and said, ‘What are you going
to do with those people in that cage?’

“‘These people?’ Sin answered with a laugh.  ‘I’m going to teach them to hate each other.  Then I’ll play
with them until I'm tired of them — and then I’ll kill them.’

“‘How much to buy them back?’ Jesus asked.

“With a sly grin, Sin said, ‘You don't want these people, Jesus.  They’ll only hate you and spit on you.
They'll even nail you to a cross.  But if you do want to buy them, it’ll cost you all your tears and all your
blood —your very life!’”

Spurgeon concluded, “That, ladies and gentlemen, is just what Jesus did for us on the cross.  He paid the
ultimate, immeasurable price for all who would believe, that we might be free from the inescapable penalty
of death.” 

3. well, Job has something to tell us today about this redemption

B. What Has Happened in Job since last Sunday?

1. Chapter 18 – Bildad (“the Brutal”) continues with second speech
a. he gives a graphic description of the fate of a wicked person leaving us with no doubt that he is speaking

about Job 



b. Job 18:2 NAS: How long will you hunt for words? Show understanding and then we can talk.
c. Job 18:5 NAS:  Indeed, the light of the wicked goes out, And the flame of his fire gives no light.
d. Job 18:12-13 NAS:  His strength is famished, And calamity is ready at his side.  His skin is devoured by

disease, The first-born of death devours his limbs.
e. Job 18:15 NAS:  There dwells in his tent nothing of his; Brimstone is scattered on his habitation.
f. Job 18:18-19 NAS:  He is driven from light into darkness, And chased from the inhabited world.  He has

no offspring or posterity among his people, Nor any survivor where he sojourned.
g. do you have any doubts that he was speaking about Job?

2. Chapter 19 – Job’s reply – I will paraphrase for sake of time:
a. 19:1–22 

(A) “yes, you describe my calamities accurately”
(B) “yes, God has done this”
(C) and ends with, as we read, “but why, my friends, do you so persecute me?”

b. 19:28-29, as we concluded our reading,
(A) “beware of your persecution – you may be on receiving end yourself in the future”
(B) This is the truth of which the Lord spoke in Matthew 7:2  For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall

be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.

C. Hard Hebrew but Terrific Truths

1. The text in Job that we want to examine today is introduced by the words,  
a. Job 19:23-24 NIV: Oh, that my words were recorded, that they were written on a scroll,  that they were

inscribed with an iron tool on lead, or engraved in rock for ever!
(A) Job wanted his words preserved
(B) in a book; or, if need be on his grave marker
(C) well, Job got his desire — they are here in front of us

b. so let’s examine these words that Job wants on record

2. Job 19:25-27 AV along with some alternate readings: For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall



stand at the latter day upon the earth:  And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh
shall I see God: [or, “After I shall awake, though this body be destroyed, yet out of my flesh shall I see
God”]  Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another [or, “stranger”]; though
my reins be consumed within me. [or, “my reins within me are consumed with earnest desire for that day
in my bosom”]

3. Job 19:25-27 NAS: And as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, And at the last He will take His stand
on the earth.  Even after my skin is destroyed, Yet from my flesh I shall see God;  Whom I myself shall
behold, And whom my eyes shall see and not another. My heart faints within me.

4. Job 19:25-27 NIV: I know that my Redeemer [or, “defender”] lives, and that in the end he will stand upon
the earth. [or, “upon my grave”]  And after my skin has been destroyed, yet [or, “And after I awake, though
this body has been destroyed, then” in [or, “apart from”] my flesh I will see God;  I myself will see him with
my own eyes — I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!

5. Rev Alan Carr of Gilead Baptist Church has a rather neat title for a sermon on this passage: “What I do
Know, I Like” —{4}.

a. the implication being, there is much we do not understand
(A) the variety and width of translation of these verses
(B) this may one of the oldest examples of Hebrew
(C) it may likely be a obscure Hebrew dialect
(D) it may be both
(E) and it is poetry, where figures and pictures are often employed rather than cold, factual statements

(since poetry conveys both information and emotion)
(F) but despite the lingual difficulties, there are some things that are very clear, and 

b. With Pastor Carr, “What I Do Know, I Like!”: his outline is
(A) I Know About a Redeemer [and I Like it]
(B) I Know About a Returner [and I Like it]
(C) I Know About a Resurrection [and I Like it]
(D) I Know About a Reunion [and I Like it]



6. so we find the following clear truths in this difficult passage for the translators:
a. there is a Redeemer
b. this Redeemer is living
c. death doesn’t interfere with this Redeemer’s work
d. the grave cannot prevent our seeing this revealed God
e. these truths are overwhelming

D. “Kinsman-Redeemer”

1. the word for Redeemer is “Go’el” which literally means “Kinsman-Redeemer” so let us look at
a. the concept of Kinsman-Redeemer
b. the role of the Kinsman-Redeemer
c. the character of Jesus as my Kinsman-Redeemer

2. The concept of Kinsman-Redeemer
a. from very early history of many societies, particularly eastern

(A) that the in the extended family group, there were those who had certain responsibilities of care for
other members of this group

(B) that nearness of relation determined who had the primary responsibility in a given situation
(C) that the “head” or chief member of the group had the responsibility to see that these were carried

out or carry them out himself
b. the avenger of blood was an alternate title given to this Kinsman-Redeemer under specific cirucmstances

(A) (very ancient and even suggested in the accounts of Cain, and later Lamech’s murderous actions)
c. Bible stories of the Kinsman-Redeemer actions

(A) Abraham rescuing Lot as told in Genesis 14
(B) Boaz for Ruth in that book

3. The roles of Kinsman-Redeemer
a. to regain possession of a property which has been sold for debts was incorporated into the social laws



of Moses
b. to restore or preserve the name of one who has died without offspring; the “brother” is to raise up

children by the widow to preserve the family name
(A) “levirate” marriage
(B) Boaz and Ruth is an example
(C) problem presented to Jesus in Matthew 22:25-28

c. as the avenger of blood to execute judgment and justice on behalf of one who has been wronged or slain
(A) the family Defender
(B) of Abraham redeeming Lot
(C) reasons for the cities of refuge in Joshua

d. but Job is not considering a human Kinsman-Redeemer
(A) in the OT, especially Isaiah 40–66, “it is used of God who is the author of life and whose prerogative

it is to redeem from death, both physical and spiritual” —{5}.

(B) that there is a need for a Divine Kinsman-Redeemer is made evident by the consideration of
(1) the failure of justice in this world
(2) polluting effect of sin
(3) the world being Satan’s domain for the moment

4. The character of Jesus as My Kinsman-Redeemer
a. accounts us as brethren — the nearest of Kinsmen

(A) Hebrews 2:11 “... not ashamed to call them brethren … “
(B) Jesus Christ, seated at the Father’s right hand, is in every sense the family Defender of God’s

children by faith
b. very God of very God; very man of very man

(A) as man, having an acute understanding of our need
(B) as God, not limited in power to effect the right
(C) as the God-man has taken our place and paid our ransom

c. ever-living — for Job, for us, for eternity
d. returning to set all things right; as judge; to complete the redemption of His followers

(A) John 5:28-29 NAS: Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs



shall hear His voice,  and shall come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life,
those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.

(B) Luke 21:25-28 NAS: And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and upon the earth dismay
among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves,  men fainting from fear and
the expectation of the things which are coming upon the world; for the powers of the heavens will
be shaken.  And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
But when these things begin to take place, straighten up and lift up your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near.

5. The term “Redeemer” divides Christianity from every other religion, including traditional Judaism, because
it lays out the need of man which can only be met by one Person: “No one comes to the Father but by Me”
(John 14:6)
a. efforts that will not, therefore, reconcile men to God, are

(A) tolerance of their beliefs
(B) understanding of their faith
(C) ecumenical councils, The Canadian Council of Christians and Jews; multi-faith social efforts, and

so on and on,
(D) no, none of these, but

b. only the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ has the power of God unto salvation … of the Jew first and also
the Gentile

c. and, because my Redeemer lives
(A) life ceases to be daunting

(1) He will provide my needs
(a) not that I won’t have unfulfilled “wants”
(b) but I will want not — I will not be without those things that God understands I need

(2) He is my defender
(B) death ceases to be fearful

(1) He will see that justice is done
(2) He will lead me into life everlasting



E. So … what!?!?!

1. my sermon title is “My Redeemer Lives” — why not “Our …”
a. who here can say truthfully aloud the word, “Redeemer”?
b. how about “Jesus is Redeemer” — could be harder for some
c. but “Jesus is My Redeemer” — that is what makes it personal

2. Consider the following —{6}.

A young boy had made a little boat, all painted and fixed up beautifully. One day someone stole his boat,
and he was distressed. In passing a pawnshop one day he saw his boat. Happily he ran in to the pawnbroker
and said, “That is my little boat.” “No,” said the pawnbroker, “it is mine, for I bought it.” “Yes,” said the boy,
“but it is mine, for I made it.” “Well,” said the pawnbroker, “if you will pay me two dollars, you can have
it.” That was a lot of money for a boy who did not have a penny. Anyway he resolved to have it; so he cut
grass, did chores of all kinds, and soon had his money.

He ran down to the shop and said, “I want my boat.” He paid the money and received his boat. He took the
boat up in his arms, and hugged and kissed it, and said, “You dear little boat, I love you. You are mine. You
are twice mine. I made you, and now I have bought you.”

So it is with us. We are, in a sense, twice the Lord’s. He created us, and we got into the devil’s pawnshop.
Then Jesus came and bought us at awful cost — not silver and gold, but His precious blood. We are the
Lord’s by creation and by redemption. We are twice the Lord’s.

a. But if we reject His double-ownership, His redemptive work on the cross, then we are also rejecting His
blessings and benefits for eternity

b. Consider rather responding to His gracious invitation which we know is powerful to salvation “Because
He Lives”
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