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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Introduction

B. Happenings in the Book of Job
1. Eliphaz’ words in chapter 15

2. Job’s comments on his friends, chapters 16, 17

3. Job’s comments on his situation, chapters 16, 17

C. Who Qualifies For This Hope?
1. things that do not qualify us

a. a ________ life

b. a ________ for sin

c. a religious ______________

d. an _________ of religious joy

e. our religious _______
2. the thing that qualifies us

a. the _______________ that comes by _______

b. this is based on Jesus Christ bearing _____   _____

D. What Is The Nature of This Hope?

1. it is not _________________

2. it reflects a realistic __________ or _______________

3. its greatest warranty is the first and second _________ of Christ
4. it protects us from shame respecting

a. our ___________ to follow Christ

b. our __________ and failings

c. our lack of earthly _________

d. for we know ultimately justice will __________

E. What Is The Object Of This Hope?

1. that we will, indeed, walk in _____   _____

2. that we will, indeed, grow ___________ by His power

F. My Decision Today Is …

Bible references in this message:
Source of sermon title: Romans 5:3–5; Job as a righteous man: Job 1:1, 8; We
(like Paul) fall short of being righteous in our own selves: Romans 3:23, I
Timothy 1:15, Rom 7:19; Things that won’t qualify us for this hope: Isaiah
64:6, Jeremiah 2:22, Matthew 27:3-5, Hosea 6:4, Matthew 13:20–21,
7:22–23; What does qualify us: Habakkuk 2:4, Philippians 3:8–9, Ephesians
2:8, Romans 5:1, Romans 8:2–4, 2 Corinthians 5:21; The nature of hope:
Romans 5:3–5, Romans 8:24–25; The Messianic Hope: Acts 28:20, 23:6,
26:6, Luke 24:21; The way or ways of God: John 14:6, Deuteronomy 6:5,
Psalm 139:23-24, Proverbs 4:18; The perseverance of the saints: Romans
7:24–8:1, 1 Thessalonians 5:23–24, John 10:27–29, 1 Peter 1:4–5, Jude
1:24, Romans 8:38–39; The invitation to come to God: Romans 10:11-- 3,
Joel 2:32



—{1}. Job 17:9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Hope Makes Unashamed

A. Introduction

1. I came across the following by Charles Swindoll
a. Years ago a submarine was rammed by a ship off the coast of Massachusetts. It sank immediately. The

entire crew was trapped in a prison house of death. Every effort was made to rescue the crew, but all
ultimately failed. Near the end of the ordeal, a deep-sea diver, who was doing everything in his power
to find a way for the crew's release, thought he heard a tapping on the steel wall of the sunken sub. He
placed his helmet up against the side of the vessel and he realized it was the Morse Code. He attached
himself to the side and he spelled out in his mind the message being tapped from within. It was
repeating the same question, over and over: “Is there any hope?”  —{2}.

b. Hope is something as important to us as water is to a fish, as vital as electricity is to a light bulb, as
essential as air is to a jumbo jet.  Hope is that basic to life.  —{3}.

c. Hope allows you to go confidently into the future
(A) without regret
(B) without recrimination
(C) without shame

2. In reading last winter through a book of sermons on the book of Job preached about 150 years ago by Rev.
George Wagner, a clergyman of the Church of England, I was led to preach from this book, hopefully making
it relevant to you.
a. today’s text Rev. Wagner entitled “The Hope of Job” —{4}.

b. but my title, “Hope Makes Unashamed” is continuing the thought from our last sermon on this book,
“Tribulation Works Patience”, which is a phrase taken from

c. Romans 5:3-5 AV: And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh
patience;  And patience, experience; and experience, hope:  And hope maketh not ashamed; [or, does
not disappoint] because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given
unto us.



B. What has happened in the Book of Job since we last looked at it
1. Eliphaz had his say in chapter 15

a. 15:2-3 Job is full of air and useless talk
b. 15:7-10 They are older, and at least as wise as Job
c. 15:11-13 He reprimands Job for rebelling against God
d. 15:16 Job, he implies, is detestable and corrupt
e. 15:20-35 the terrible punishment that comes on the wicked

2. Job’s comments on his friends
a. 16:2 Sorry comforters
b. 16:4 Easy in their situation for them to say what they did
c. 16:10 They subject him to verbal – almost physical – abuse
d. 16:11 Ruffians
e. 16:20 Scoffers
f. 17:10 No wise man among them

3. Job’s comments on his situation
a. 16:7 Exhausted
b. 16:12 Shaken to pieces
c. 17:1 Spirit broken

4. so, in this chapter hope is not paramount in Job’s feelings
a. in fact, in later verses Job limits his hope to the grave
b. and it is in this context that Job utters the following words

5. The Text: Job 17:9
a. KJV: The righteous shall hold on his way, and he that hath clean hands shall be stronger and stronger.
b. NAS: Nevertheless the righteous shall hold to his way, And he who has clean hands shall grow stronger

and stronger
c. NIV: Nevertheless, the righteous will hold to their ways, and those with clean hands will grow stronger



d. RGH: Now the righteous will hold to his ways, and he with clean hands will increase in strength
e. and the basis for this is found back in Job 16:19 NAS: Even now, behold, my witness is in heaven, And

my advocate is on high.
f. his confidence concerns himself as well as all the godly

C. Who Qualifies For This Hope?
1. when we see the words “righteous” and “clean hands”

a. in our most self-righteous moments we might
(A) think that these words describe ourselves
(B) claim that we live lives that qualify us

b. but when we pause in sober reflection we find
(A) we fall short of Job’s, let alone God’s, standard

(1) Job 1:1 NAS:  There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job, and that man was
blameless, upright, fearing God, and turning away from evil.

(2) Job 1:8 NAS: And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job? For there is no
one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away from
evil.”

(B) rather, we feel ourselves to be like Paul
(1) who called himself the “chief of sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15)
(2) who said, Romans 7:19 NAS:  For the good that I wish, I do not do; but I practice the very evil

that I do not wish.

2. now some things fail in qualifying us for this hope
a. a moral life won’t do it

(A) “keeping the ten commandments”
(B) “living by the sermon on the mount”
(C) the Pharisees sought to live moral lives but failed
(D) Paul, in Philippians 3, recounts all his efforts in this direction and concluded that they were all

garbage
b. a sorrow for sin won’t do it



(A) Jeremiah 2:22 NAS: “Although you wash yourself with lye And use much soap, The stain of your
iniquity is before Me,” declares the Lord GOD.

(B) Matthew 27:3-5 NAS: Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He had been condemned,
he felt remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders,  saying, “I
have sinned by betraying innocent blood." But they said, "What is that to us? See to that yourself!”
And he threw the pieces of silver into the sanctuary and departed; and he went away and hanged
himself.

c. a religious upbringing or training won’t do it
(A) Judah and Ephraim had all of its benefits, but God said in Hosea 6:4 NKJV: O Ephraim, what shall

I do to you? O Judah, what shall I do to you? For your faithfulness [or, goodness, love, loyalty] is
like a morning cloud, And like the early dew it goes away.

d. even experiencing religious joy won’t do it
(A) in the parable of the seeds we read, in Matthew 13:20-21 NAS, And the one on whom seed was

sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word, and immediately receives it with joy;
yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises
because of the word, immediately he falls away.

e. and certainly religious works, no matter how impressive and marvellous, won’t do it
(A) Jesus said in Matthew 7:22-23 NAS: Many will say to Me on that day, “Lord, Lord, did we not

prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many
miracles?”  And then I will declare to them, “I never knew you; depart from me, you who practice
lawlessness.”

3. well, how then do we qualify for such hope?
a. by the righteousness that comes by faith — by the cleansing through the shed blood of Jesus Christ on

the cross
b. Habakkuk 2:4 NAS: Behold, as for the proud one, His soul is not right within him; But the righteous will

live by his faith
c. the verses to which I before made reference in Philippians 3:8-9 NAS: More than that, I count all things

to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the
loss of all things, and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ,  and may be found in Him,



not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ,
the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, 

d. and to which I could add many references, as Ephesians 2:8, Romans 5:1, Romans 8:2-4, and perhaps
among the clearest, 2 Corinthians 5:21 NAS: He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that
we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
(A) we qualify for this hope by accepting by faith the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross
(B) by turning our sin, and its guilt and shame, over to Him
(C) by receiving from Him, the reckoning of righteousness

D. What is the Nature of This Hope?
1. “hope” used most often today of wishful thinking; “I hope so”

a. as such it is very uncertain
b. its warranty, its guarantee appears more fleeting than that on a used car

2. but to the Christian, it is not uncertain: the word has a more concrete, solid and certain meaning: let us
explore why
a. first, the word elpiv, as it was used in the time that the New Testament was written, had the meaning

of “prospect, or expectation”
(A) as in the sentence, “Young Tom, with his wealthy and close-knit family, his Harvard education, had

every hope — or prospect, expectation — of a successful career”
(B) so hope is being able to look forward to something with every reason to do so

b. Romans 8:24–25 NIV: illustrates further this meaning: For in this hope we were saved. But hope that
is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has?  But if we hope for what we do not yet have,
we wait for it patiently.
(A) we have been saved: it is done; it is certain
(B) but the fullness of the realization of salvation in all of its benefits and realities is something to

which we look forward — not as uncertain but as sure as God Himself
c. finally, this word was used of the Messianic hope, of the coming of the Messiah — the Christ; e.g.,

(A) Paul speaking to the Jews from his house arrest in Rome in Acts 28:20 NAS: For this reason
therefore, I requested to see you and to speak with you, for I am wearing this chain for the sake



of the hope of Israel. [ie., Jesus the Christ]
(B) and the disciple on the Emmaus road Luke 24:21 NAS:  But we were hoping that it was He who was

going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, it is the third day since these things happened.
(C) so as the first coming of Jesus Christ fulfilled that hope of the promised Messiah, just as certainly

will His second coming in glory fulfill the hope of the Christian

3. having, then,  such a hope makes us unashamed
a. we are not ashamed of our decision to follow Jesus Christ

(A) there is no “if only I had …”
(B) reduces all mocking and scorn to meaninglessness

b. we are not ashamed of our failings and faults
(A) Christ’s righteousness is imputed to us
(B) sorrow, confession and forgiveness remove our guilt

c. we are not ashamed of any lack of earthly honour
(A) having learned that (1 Timothy 6:6 AV) “But godliness with contentment is great gain.”

d. we are not ashamed for we know that justice will triumph

E. What is the Object of This Hope?
1. there are two aspects for the one who qualifies

a. he will walk in His ways
b. he will increase in strength

2. the one who qualifies will walk in His ways
a. indefiniteness of who the “His” of “His ways” means

(A) could mean the righteous man’s ways
(B) but either directly, or indirectly, it is God’s ways

b. the first implication is that afflictions
(A) are not going to cause Job to cease following God
(B) are not going to cause believers to cease following God
(C) because following the great commandment— Deuteronomy 6:5 NAS: And you shall love the LORD



your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. — transcends our
affliction, our situation, our experience

c. the second implication is that God’s ways are not hidden
(A) they are revealed in the person of God the Son, of Jesus the Christ who is (John 14:6) “The Way,

the Truth, and the Life”
(B) so that when we hold onto His ways, we are embracing

(1) not religion or philosophy
(2) not theory or even practice
(3) not a code of conduct, a set of rules
(4) but a Person — Christianity is a relationship

d. the third implication is that this is something that needs to be held onto dearly, at all costs
(A) against conflicts within and without
(B) the matter of the “perseverance of the saints”

(1) is little taught and much misunderstood
(2) our first assurance is that it is the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives and not a matter of our own

effort
(3) our second assurance is that our old sinful nature can dominate at times but ultimately it cannot

have the victory:  Romans 7:24-8:1 NAS: Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from
the body of this death?  Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one
hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law
of sin.  There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

(4) our third assurance is that while Satan, his hosts, and the world may afflict, they cannot
overcome as is evident by the promises of God’s word:

(a) John 10:27-29 NAS: My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;  and I
give eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My
hand.  My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch
them out of the Father’s hand.

(b) 1 Peter 1:4-5 NAS: we are to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and
will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,  who are protected by the power of God
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.



(c) Jude 1:24 NAS:  Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand
in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,

(d) and nowhere more forcefully and beautifully than in Romans 8:38-39 NAS: For I am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers,  nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able
to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

(C) Rev. Wagner in his sermon illustrates this way: —{5}.

(1) When we see the little boat riding out in the tempest, and threading the dangerous way through
rocks and shoals, we feel that there must be a skilful pilot on board; and so when we see the
righteous holding on his way; growing stronger and stronger, we cannot but be sure that there
is Divine power working in him.  We trace all his security and all his progress, not to anything
inherent in himself, but to the character of God — to His faithfulness and unchanging love.

(2) The secret lies not in himself, but in God the Father, who loved him, the Son who redeemed him,
the Spirit who sanctifies him.

3. the one who qualifies will increase in strength
a. let me quickly say that we are not talking about

(A) the power of his mind,
(B) the power of his moral strength, or,
(C) the power of his will
(D) as increasing in strength

b. indeed, those who depend on these must fail as in that great hymn of Martin Luther, “A Mighty Fortress”
Did we in our own strength confide Our striving would be losing,
Were not the right Man on our side, The man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He – 
Lord Sabaoth His name, From age to age the same,
And He must win the battle.

c. but rather we are speaking of
(A) growing in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ
(B) finding increasingly in him day by day the strength to live a life well-pleasing to God



F. In conclusion let me ask, 
1. if you are a believer, then, look back over the past year:

a. do you find yourself walking more closely with God in His ways?
b. do you find yourself daily depending more on His strength?
c. if not, I invite you this morning to commit yourself once again to His saving and keeping power to enable

you to do so

2. but perhaps this talk of hope, or being righteous, of walking in God’s ways may seem very strange, foreign
and alien to you
a. because you have never taken that first step of faith in God
b. then I would urge you this morning to take hold of God’s promise that  Everyone who calls on the name

of the Lord will be saved. (Romans 10:13 NIV quoting Joel 2:32) and realize its truth
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