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—{1}. Job 14:1–14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tribulation Works Patience

A. Introduction
1. Illustration

a. A man’s car stalled in the heavy traffic as the light turned green.  All his efforts to restart the engine
failed, and a chorus of honking behind him made matters worse.  He finally got out of his car and walked
back to the first driver and said, “I’m sorry, but I can't seem to get my car started.  If you’ll go up there
and give it a try, I’ll stay here and blow your horn for you.”  —{2}.

b. Our title today is “Tribulation Works Patience”
(A) patience is a much praised and little practised commodity
(B) but to get it by tribulation is not our idea of cool

2. So, today, we are going to step into the realms of higher math (that is spiritual mathematics!)  —{3}.

a. James 1:2-3 NKJV:  Count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith
produces patience.

b. and here is the formula: Faith + Trials = Patience

3. We are looking this morning particularly at the last verse of the Scripture passage that we read, and
specifically at the last half of that verse
a. we find that there is a great deal of variety in the translations

(A) Job 14:14 NAS:  If a man dies, will he live again? All the days of my struggle I will wait, Until my
change comes

(B) NIV: All the days of my hard service I will wait for my renewal to come.
(C) AV: all the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come.
(D) Rotherham: All the days of my warfare, would I wait, until my relief should come:—
(E) we will talk about these differences as we proceed

4. I want to look at this part verse under three tenses: past, present and future
a. past: 



(A) Job was in a struggle, a warfare, a tribulation
(B) Satan’s dealings with him had brought about this state

b. present: 
(A) now – the present moment – is the only time we can act
(B) in our trial, our situation, what action can be taken?
(C) Job’s answer is: waiting, patience

c. future:
(A) provides an incentive, a direction for today
(B) Job could look forward to coming change, a renewal

B. Let us Review How Job Came to this State
1. Remember the scenes in heaven and subsequent events

a. in the face of Satan’s accusations, Job was God’s champion
b. Satan was allowed freedom to test Job sorely

(A) taking his possessions
(B) taking his children
(C) taking his health

c. then Job’s three friends came
(A) first intending to comfort him
(B) but before long they added to his trials

(1) they took his suffering to be evidence he had sinned
(2) they could not satisfactorily answer Job’s “Why?”

2. Now, in chapter 14, Job is speaking to God
a. I want you to understand Job’s argument so that you can see the faith involved in his statement in verse

14
b. first, consider verses 1 to 6

(A) John Gill says, the frailty of man, the shortness of his life, the troubles that are in it, the sinfulness
of it, and its limited duration, beyond which it cannot continue; … [are reasons Job gives as he
pleads with God] that He would not therefore deal rigorously with him, but have pity on him, and



cease from severely afflicting him, till he came to the end of his days, which could not be long —{4}.

(B) Matthew Henry says that man is short-lived and sad-lived; and paraphrases Job’s words as “Since
I have such a corrupt nature within, and am liable to so much trouble, which is a constant
temptation from without, dost thou open thy eyes and fasten them upon such a one,  extremely
to mark what I do amiss? And dost thou bring me,  such a worthless worm as I am, into judgment
with thee who art so quick sighted to discover the least failing, so holy to hate it, so just to
condemn it, and so mighty to punish it?” —{5}.

(C) 14:1 (NIV) Man born of woman is of few days and full of trouble.
(1) mankind has a common heritage
(2) he meets with so much trouble as a matter of course
(3) what need then of any extraordinary afflictions?

(D) 14:2 (NIV) … like a fleeting shadow, he does not endure.
(1) of a bird, or cloud which passes over the earth
(2) the shadow is there; it is gone; the shadow never had any real substance; there was nothing

ever there
(3) and so is man and his life in contrast to God

(E) 14:3  (NIV)  Do you fix your eye on such a one? Will you bring him before you for judgment?
(1) given this contrast between man and God

(a) is it fair that God watch so closely to find fault and to punish Job?
(b) indeed Job cannot stand before such strict justice

(2) you are driving and notice a police car behind you; you turn a corner and so does it; what is your
thought? … “what have I done?” … that is Job’s

(F) 14:4 (NIV)  Who can bring what is pure from the impure? No one!
(1) universality of failure of sin
(2) so, why then “pick on” Job in this particular way?

(G) 14:5 (NIV)  Man’s days are determined; you have decreed the number of his months and have set
limits he cannot exceed.

(1) in the length of his life, in what he can and cannot do
(2) man is so limited and bounded; so …

(H) 14:6 (NIV)  So look away from him and let him alone, till he has put in his time like a hired man.



(1) Job is asking not that God remove His presence
(2) but rather His punishment

c. then in verses 7–12 
(A) John Gill summarizes this thus: he observes of a tree, when it is cut down to the root, yea, when

the root is become old, and the stock dies, it will, by means of being watered, bud and sprout
again, and produce boughs and branches; but man …  when he dies, rises not, till the heavens be
no more —{6}.

(B) unlike a tree, death is final for man as to this world
(1) in my barn workshop I have a section of stump of Manitoba maple cut down from the family

home in East York; I use this a sort of bench for hammering things; for several years after it was
cut down it kept sending forth shoots

(2) again, it appears that I have been breaking the law
(a) apparently you need to get permission to cut down a tree — even on your own property
(b) we have planted a number of spruce — and other — trees over the years and on at least two

occasions have used these for Christmas trees
(c) I have also been gradually been get rid of the Chinese elms which have changed from bushes

into trees — Darlene, Carmine’s sister, assures me that this is alright as they are only weeds!
(d) but even though I cut these level to the ground they keep sending up shoots for a number

of years which I have to keep cutting
(3) but for man the situation is quite different

(C) 14:10 (NIV)  But man dies and is laid low; he [actually, “man”] breathes his last and is no more.
(1) first “man” … literally, “strong man”

(a) man in his prime, his strength, his affluence
(b) from this he wastes away, is laid low, weakens

(2) second “man” … literally, “Adam, earth”
(a) man in his earthly nature
(b) from dust, to dust

(D) 14:12 (NIV)  so man lies down and does not rise; till the heavens are no more, men will not awake
or be roused from their sleep

(1) Job’s death would remove any hope that was in the present world order – not, however, a future



hope
(2) Ps 102:26 NAS Even they will perish, but Thou dost endure; And all of them will wear out like

a garment; Like clothing Thou wilt change them, and they will be changed.
d. verse 13-15 — so Job asks God to hide Job in Sheol until God’s judgment is over and he can eventually

be vindicated
(A) Sheol: the grave, place of departed spirits, a place insulated from the trials – and knowledge – of

this world
(1) Abraham’s bosom (paradise) and place of torment
(2) confirmed by Jesus’ relation of history of “Dives”

(B) 14:14a: “If a man die, will he live again?”
(1) context shows clearly, Job is not talking about some future resurrection from the dead
(2) but, can he return to this earth and take up life
(3) No … so Job has no further hope for earthly justice

3. and yet he utters these words of faith: 14:14b NAS  All the days of my struggle I will wait, Until my change
comes.

C. The Past: “Struggle” … this is tribulation, trials, testing
1. word rendered various ways

a. “the days of my appointed time”
b. “the days of my warfare” – with many enemies: sin, Satan
c. “... of my hard service” reflects back to verse 6 

(A) AV: “accomplish as an hireling his day”
(B) NIV: “put in his time as a hired man”

2. some thoughts for your to consider
a. Charles Lowery writes, “Sometimes we feel like we’re on the fast track, and other times like we’re on the

slow track, [and] sometimes we may feel like we’re tied to the track. ... Those are the times you feel
helpless, hopeless, and hurt.” —{7}.

b. struggles, trials, tribulations, hardships



(A) are the norm — not the exception — in this life
(B) are varied amongst us (“other people’s appear easier”)

c. spiritual struggles can far exceed physical, mental, emotional
(A) Tennyson in his poem, Morte d’Arthur, says “O for a new man to arise within me and subdue the

man that I am.” which sounds like a paraphrase of Paul’s cry in Romans 7:24 “O wretched man that
I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?”

(B) intensifies as we draw closer to God
(1) become more appealing target for Satan
(2) when close to God, our sin is more apparent

d. but note that the word for struggles implies a time limit
(A) “appointed time” so that there is an end in faith’s sight
(B) a soldier completing his tour of duty; a labourer his day

D. The Present: the action to take “Wait”; be patient
1. this sounds to us like inaction; but it is active — it takes effort

2. Patient and Patience
a. Webster’s dictionary

(A) root is the latin verb, pateo, “feel, suffer;” which is also the root of  “passion, pathos, -pathy”
(B) bearing or enduring pain, trouble, &c without complaint, loss of self-control, making a disturbance,

&c
(C) refusing to be provoked or angered, as by an insult; forbearing; tolerant
(D) calmly tolerating delay, confusion, inefficiency &c; able to wait calmly

b. James Rye, “Growing in Patience” —{8}.

(A) What patience is not.
(1) It is not blind resignation to unavoidable facts
(2) It is not dependent on a particular temperament

(B) What patience is
(1) It must be authenticated by true peace
(2) It is based on quiet confidence in God



(a) We must realize our own limitations
(b) need consciously to submit to God's sovereignty

3. It’s easier to define patience than to live it
a. The great New England preacher Phillips Brooks [O Little Town of Bethlehem] was noted for his poise and

quiet manner. At times, however, even he suffered moments of frustration and irritability. One day a
friend saw him pacing the floor like a caged lion. “What's the trouble, Dr. Brooks?” asked the friend. “The
trouble is that I am in a hurry,” said Brooks, “but God isn’t.”  —{9}.

b. yet Paul could: Philippians 4:11 NAS:  Not that I speak from want; for I have learned to be content in
whatever circumstances I am.

c. Andrew Murray wrote:
The best place for cultivating patience is in waiting on God.  There we discover how impatient we are, and
what our impatience means.  We confess at times that we are impatient with men and circumstances that
hinder us, or with ourselves and our slow progress in the Christian life.
If we truly set ourselves to wait upon God, we shall find that it is with Him we are impatient, because He
does not at once, or as soon as we could wish, do our bidding.  It is in waiting upon God that our eyes are
opened to believe in His wise and sovereign will.  We also see that the sooner and the more completely we
yield absolutely to it, the more surely His blessing can come to us.  —{10}.

d. Waiting on the Lord is a description of prayer
(A) this waiting is not a hit and miss affair

(1) it is the child’s dependence upon the Father
(2) it is the servant’s acceptance of the will of the Lord
(3) it is based on a consistent, continuing communion

(B) Ps 37:7 NAS  Rest in the LORD and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who prospers
in his way, Because of the man who carries out wicked schemes.

(C) “It may be difficult to wait on the Lord, but it is worse to wish you had.”  —{11}.

E. The Future: “Change”
1. the word

a. also rendered “release, relief, renewal”; as a soldier at his post released from duty by the relieving guard



b. from current “condemned” to a future “exonerated” state
c. from life to death
d. from this material to the future spiritual life
e. faith answers question “will he live again?” 

It looked like Saturday morning TV time at the Van Pelt household.  Lucy and Linus were sitting in front of
the television set when Lucy said to Linus, “Go get me a glass of water.”
Linus looked surprised.  “Why should I do anything for you?  You never do anything for me.”
“On your 75th birthday,” Lucy promised, “I’ll bake you a cake.”
Linus got up, headed to the kitchen and said, “Life is more pleasant when you have something to look
forward to.”
f. It is easier to bear things now if we foresee a change in the future
g. we do not even need a clear picture of that change

(A) Hebrews 11:10 AV: For he [Abraham] looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and
maker is God.

(B) Hebrews 11:26 NAS: [Moses] considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures
of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.

2. The Bible, actually does not have a great deal to say about heaven, just enough to know that heaven is
worth waiting for
a. 1 Corinthians 2:9 AV: But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into

the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him.
b. some things that we do know are

(A) bodily change
(1) our physical residence will coincide with our spiritual (in the heavenly places)
(2) our physical frame will coincide with our spiritual (ever-lasting, eternal, incorruptible)

(B) spiritually
(1) the spiritual struggle of Romans 7 will be ended
(2) our current interruptible fellowship with God will be perfect, without break or disappointment 

(C) Charles R. Swindoll, talking about rewards, says —{12}.



(1) Most rewards are received in heaven, not on earth
(2) All rewards are based on quality, not quantity
(3) No reward that is postponed will be forgotten

F. Conclusions
1. After serving as a missionary for forty years in Africa, Henry C. Morrison became sick and had to return to

America. As the great ocean liner docked in New York Harbour there was a great crowd gathered to welcome
home another passenger on that boat.  Morrison watched as President Teddy Roosevelt received a grand
welcome home party after his African Safari.

Resentment seized Henry Morrison and he turned to God in anger, “I have come back home after all this
time and service to the church and there is no one, not even one person here to welcome me home.”

Then a still small voice came to Morrison and said, “You’re not home yet.”  —{13}.

2. so dear children of God, when life has brought struggles and tribulation, be patient: remember, you’re not
home yet!
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