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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Introduction — a synopsis

1. Zophar continued to preach at Job in chapter 11

a. that Job should R________, get the wickedness out of his tent

b. then Job would be  R________ to his position of favour
2. Job replies, saying that he really knows these things as well as they

a. the sovereign God carries out His P_____ in all of nature

b. he wants an answer from a better S______ than them

c. because they don’t really U___________ God, the Judge

B. Job 13:15–16

1. he knows that whether or not his hope is destroyed by D______

2. he can come before God with his case and receive S__________,
because he is innocent of the accusations of his three friends

C. Some thoughts on Trust
1. trusting God means I _______ ___ ________ __________ on Him
2. we trust reluctantly since we expose ourselves to

D_____________

3. triumphant trust has G_____ as its object

D. Reasons God is Worthy of Trust

1. He is R___________ (or fair, equitable, just)

2. He is M___________, forgiving our sin

3. He is F__________, keeping His word

4. He R________ our weakness, pain, feelings, concerns

5. His is P________ with our failings

Other Notes

Scriptures in this message:

Synopsis of “happenings” between last week and this: Job 11:13–19,
12:2–4, 7, 13:2–8;   Trust despite circumstances: Isaac, Genesis 22;
Jesus, John 17; Christians Jams 1:2–4;   God’s fairness: Genesis
18:24, Habakkuk 1:13;   God’s lovingkindness or mercy: Micah
7:18;   God’s faithfulness: Lamentations 3:22–23;   God’s
compassion for us, recognizing our frailty: Psalm 103:13–14,
Hebrews 4:14–15;   God’s patience with us: Exodus 34:6–7, 2 Peter
3:9



—{1}. Job 13:15-16  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Triumphant Trust

Scripture Reading  Job 13:13-22 JPS
Hold your peace, let me alone, that I may speak, and let come on me what will.  Wherefore? I will take my
flesh in my teeth, and put my life in my hand.  Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him; but I will argue my
ways before Him.  This also shall be my salvation, that a hypocrite cannot come before Him.  Hear diligently
my speech, and let my declaration be in your ears.  Behold now, I have ordered my cause; I know that I shall
be justified.  Who is he that will contend with me? For then would I hold my peace and die.   Only do not two
things unto me, then will I not hide myself from Thee: Withdraw Thy hand far from me; and let not Thy terror
make me afraid.  Then call Thou, and I will answer; or let me speak, and answer Thou me.

A. Introduction
Terror tightened the native’s throat as he clutched his dying son and ran through the hot dust two miles to
Africa’s Baragwanath Hospital.  Instinctively he knew it was too late and upon arrival had to sadly turn
homeward with the baby cold in his arms.  The child had died of gastric enteritis and tears dropped in the dirt
as the sobbing father carried the lifeless form.  

Vusamazulu Mutwa built the crude coffin and prepared his tiny son’s body for burial.  To be buried in an
unknown grave or a pauper’s grave is the deepest disgrace that can befall a Bantu anywhere in Africa.  But the
Bantu has no access to any cemetery unless he belongs to a recognized church and the funeral is presided over
by a minister.  A well known authority has said, “Determination to have a proper burial is a strong reason why
natives turn to Christianity.”  The grief-stricken parents went to their “Christian” pastor, whose church the wife
had attended many years; the father had never accepted the faith.  When they asked for a funeral the pastor
flatly refused, giving no reason for that denial.  

Later Mutwa acidly wrote, “Strangely, the priest knew exactly what he was doing to me when he refused to
bury my son, for over the years I had explained to him all the laws and customs of the Bantu.  He refused
simply because I was not, with the rest of my family, a member of his church.”  

From this tragic experience Vusamazulu Mutwa wrote a scorching essay on “Why Christianity Has Failed in



Africa.”  It is part of his bitter book, “Africa Is My Witness”, which charges, “The culprits are those petty
dictators and sadists who wear their white collars the wrong way round.”  All of us in some small or large way
have been burned by Pharisaic and rigid religion which demands observance of a legal code without human
compassion. —{2}.

1. injustice rankles
a. one enduring memory of our children

(A) their response if something is unfair – or they think it is
(B) this happened from their earliest years
(C) children have a knowledge of what is right and wrong — how else could they so consistently push

parents to find out just how much wrong is tolerated?
(D) an evidence of the truth of Romans 1:18ff that God has put in mankind a moral knowledge

b. especially unjust accusations
(A) especially unjust accusations followed by punishment
(B) especially if these are in the name of religion, of justice

c. and that is what was really bothering Job
(A) his suffering, as his “friends” do not seem to get tired of saying, is punishment for his wickedness
(B) but Job is aware that he as not committed overt evil
(C) so, he continues to seek his “day in court” where he can bring forward his complaints and get a

satisfactory reply

2. to see how Job arrived at this place, let us make a brief résumé of what has come to pass since we left Job
last Sunday morning
a. Job was listening to Zophar’s speech in Job 11

(A) we examined Zophar’s query, “can God really be known”
(B) Zophar continues as a fervent, revivalist preacher

(1) Job should repent
(2) Job should get the wickedness out of his tents
(3) then, if so, everything would improve, and he would recover, be secure, and restored to his

position



(4) but, if not, then he will share the fate of the other wicked, without escape — the loss of his own
life

b. Job replies to Zophar, and his friends in Job 12 & 13
(A) Job 12:2-4 NIV: Doubtless you are the people, and wisdom will die with you!  But I have a mind

as well as you; I am not inferior to you. Who does not know all these things?  I have become a
laughing-stock to my friends, though I called upon God and he answered — a mere laughing-stock,
though righteous and blameless!

(B) he sums up the activities of the sovereign God in Job 12
(1) He gives life to every living thing
(2) He carries out His plans in every aspect as He wills

(a) in natural drought and flood
(b) in the rise and fall of great men
(c) in the rise and fall of nations

(C) then in Job 13, he disputes the practical theology — not the theoretical theology — of his three
friends

(1) theology as they apply — or, misapply — it to Job
(2) because he, too, knows the truth, Job 13:2 NIV:   What you know, I also know; I am not inferior

to you.
(3) because he wants an answer from a better Source, Job 13:3 NIV:  But I desire to speak to the

Almighty and to argue my case with God.
(4) because their reason is faulty Job 13:4 NIV: You, however, smear me with lies; you are worthless

physicians, all of you!
(5) because they don’t really understand God, the Judge:  Job 13:7-8, 12 NIV: Will you speak

wickedly on God’s behalf? Will you speak deceitfully for him?  Will you show him partiality? Will
you argue the case for God? …  Your maxims are proverbs of ashes; your defences are defences
of clay.

(6) but, as for Job, he does want to come to that Judge



3. Which brings us to Job 13:15-16
Job 13:15-16 NIV:  Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him; I will surely {Or He will surely slay me; I have
no hope—yet I will} defend my ways to his face.  Indeed, this will turn out for my deliverance, for no godless
man would dare come before him!

a. you may have a Bible with an alternate translation, as
Job 13:15-16 ASV: Behold, he will slay me; I have no hope: Nevertheless I will maintain [or argue] my
ways before him. This also shall be my salvation, That a godless man shall not come before him.

(A) so let me pause to explain
(1) in the Hebrew, there are two words, both “Lo”
(2) one means “No, or Not”, the other “To or In Him”
(3) we have such sound-alike words as “for” and “four” and we know which homonym is right by the

context
(4) in copying documents, it becomes a habit to say the words to yourself, or aloud, and in so doing,

the wrong homonym can be written
(5) this apparently happened here, with each of these words occurring in some of the many texts

that the Jewish scholars, called Masoretes, of the sixth to tenth century examined in create one
authoritative version, known today as the Masoretic text

(6) so these scholars had a dilemma, which they resolved by putting the one word in the text and
the other as a footnote — much as you will find in Bibles today

(B) but which word is correct doesn’t affect the argument we are making for “Triumphant Trust” in
today’s sermon

(1) which is, that even in the event of death
(2) whether with or without hope, as the case may be
(3) Job has a settled confidence — trust — in God
(4) he knows he can come for salvation — for triumph --- to God when he brings, argues, and

presents his case
b. but I am convinced that the proper reading is the first

(A) “though He slay me, yet will I hope in Him”
(B) because it agrees more closely to the context
(C) because the book of Job is essentially an account of the journey of a man of faith in most adverse



events
(D) because it is most consistent of the Biblical revelation of God in Whom we can both hope and trust

– in triumph

B. Some Thoughts on Trust
1. what does trust mean?

a. John Paton went as a missionary to a remote corner of Africa.  The people heard the gospel for the first
time, they believed, they were baptized and they formed a church.  Paton saw that they needed the Bible
if they were to grow as Christians so he began the long and labourious work.  But he could find no word
in their language for the idea of trust or believe.  As he grappled with this, a villager came in from his
exhausting work, flopped down in a chair and exclaimed in the native language how wonderful it was
when tired to “lean your whole weight on something!”  And that was how Paton translated the idea of
trust or belief. —{3}.

b. trusting God means I lean my whole weight on Him

2. trust is something that men and women are reluctant to give
a. this shows up in marriage as petty jealousies arise
b. it shows up in business; the story is told of John Rockefeller, and others, whose father to teach him about

trust, had him jump into the father’s waiting arms, then letting him fall with the comment, “Never trust
anybody, son”

c. and it certainly shows up with casual acquaintances
Many years ago an Episcopalian bishop was sailing to Europe on one of the great ocean liners.  When he
got on board, he was told he would have to share his room with another passenger.  He checked out the
room, then went up to the information desk and asked if he could put his gold watch and wallet in the
ship's safe.  The Bishop explained that he didn't do this ordinarily, but he had been to his cabin and
didn't like the looks of his roommate.  The clerk took the valuables and said, “No problem, I'll be glad
to take care of them for you.  Your roommate has already been here and left his stuff for the same
reason.” —{4}.

d. the reason: we expose ourselves to possible disappointment



3. and certainly there can be undeserved trust
a. A couple of years ago there was a UP release about a hospital in the U.S. mid-west.  It told how officials

had discovered that the firefighting equipment had never been attached to the city's water main.  The
pipe that led from the building extended 4 feet underground — and there it stopped!  The costly
equipment — its polished valves, its well-placed outlets — lacked the most important thing — water!
For 35 years, the staff and the patients had trusted in the system.  But theirs was a misplaced trust. —{5}.

b. but Job’s trust was triumphant because its object was God
(A) trust is to be measured and valued, not by strength and the worth of the one who is doing the

trusting, but by the strength and the worth of the one trusted
(B) because it is based on the person trusted, it should not be destroyed by circumstances, even death

(1) think of the trust of Isaac in his father Abraham as he was taken to Mount Moriah to be a
sacrifice

(2) think of Christ’s trust relationship with the Father in the prayer in John 17 which was not set
aside by the looming of the cross

(3) James 1:2-4 NAS: Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing
that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  And let endurance have its perfect result, that
you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

c. so let us look at some reasons that God deserves our trust, no matter what the situation and the
circumstances

C. Job could — and we can — trust God, because
1. He is a righteous — that is just, fair, equitable — God

a. perhaps Job knew Abraham’s words to God in Genesis 18:25 NAS: Far be it from Thee to do such a thing,
to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous and the wicked are [treated] alike. Far be it
from Thee! Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?

b. Job knew the truth of, if not the words of Habakkuk 1:13 AV:  Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil,
and canst not look on iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, and holdest
thy tongue when the wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than he?



2. He is a merciful God, who forgives the confessed sin of believers
a. Micah 7:18 NAS: Who is a God like Thee, who pardons iniquity And passes over the rebellious act of the

remnant of His possession? He does not retain His anger forever, Because He delights in unchanging love
(or mercy, hesedh].

3. He is a faithful God, who keeps His word
a. what good would God’s mercy be if it were capricious? … if it were arbitrary — sometimes there,

sometimes not
b. Lamentations 3:22-23 NAS: The LORD’s lovingkindnesses (or mercies, hesedh) indeed never cease, For

His compassions never fail.  They are new every morning; Great is Thy faithfulness.

4. He is a God who recognizes our emotions, pains, concerns
a. Psalms 103:13-14 NAS: Just as a father has compassion on his children, So the LORD has compassion

on those who fear Him.  For He Himself knows our frame; He is mindful that we are but dust.
b. he entered history as God the Son, Jesus Christ

(A) and we are told that during this time he wept, he was tired, he thirsted — all the human sufferings
and feelings

(B) Hebrews 4:14-15 NAS: Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  For we do not have a high priest
who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we
are, yet without sin.

5. He is a God who is long-suffering — patient — with our failings
a. Exodus 34:6–7a NAS: Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD God,

compassionate and gracious, slow to anger (or, patient, longsuffering), and abounding in lovingkindness
and truth; who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He
will by no means leave the guilty unpunished …

b. 2 Peter 3:9 NAS:  The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient (or
longsuffering) toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.



6. so Job, despite what appeared as God’s injustice to him in his affliction, had manifold reasons for triumphant
trust in God, that his salvation would come — in the next life, if necessary — and his friends would be
proven wrong in their claim that it was Job’s great wickedness that had brought this affliction upon him

D. Conclusion
1. In 1871, the year of the great Chicago fire, a Christian named Horatio Spafford, was particularly hit hard

as the fire wiped out his real estate holdings along Lake Michigan.  This was not the first disaster to strike
him and his wife, as they had lost their son only shortly before.  Yet, even worse was to come.

Two years later, Spafford decided to take his wife and daughters to Europe on vacation, while Spafford
planned to assist his friend, evangelist Dwight Moody, to run an evangelistic campaign in Great Britain.  But
last minute business kept Spafford home in Chicago.  He sent his wife and his — one account says 3, one
says 4 – daughters ahead on the ocean liner SS Ville du Havre.  And then, tragedy struck.  Halfway across
the Atlantic, an English vessel rammed the Ville du Havre cutting her in two.  Chaos ensued,  Mrs. Spafford
helplessly watched the girls being swept overboard to death.  The ship sank in twelve minutes.
The rescued survivors were taken to Wales.  From there Mrs. Spafford cabled the terrible news to her
husband in just two words: “Saved alone.”  Spafford boarded the next ship and set off for Wales to join his
wife.  Coming near the place where his daughters had drowned, the skipper of the ship pointed to the place
where the other ship had gone down. There on the deck of the ship he wrote these stirring words:

When peace like a river attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
“It is well, it is well with my soul.”  —{6}.

2. That is Triumphant Trust, like Job’s
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