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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Recapitulation

1. in Job 9, we left him longing for a ____________
2. in Job 10, he reproaches God because

a. he doesn’t know why God is _____________ him (10:2-3)

b. He is destroying Job who is His own _____________ (10:8)

c. if this was God’s plan, why let Job be _________ (10:18)
3. in Job 11, Zophar rebukes Job for these rash words

a. Job is full of _________ talk (11:2–3)

b. Job thinks himself to be _____________ and pure (11:4)

c. he asks that God ___________ Job even further (11:5–6) so
that Job might know God’s wisdom

B. Paradoxes
1. in the Bible are not contradictions but the expression of parallel

truths such as, for example, God’s election of believers, and yet man
has the responsibility to accept God’s invitation to salvation

2. today’s paradox 
a. is not, can you fully know an infinite God?  No, you cannot!

b. but, can you know God by _____________ for Him?  No, you
cannot! Yes, you can, because He promises to be found!

Bible References in this Sermon
Warnings about our speech: Proverbs 10:6–21 and desirability of its
being brief: Proverbs 10:19; Falseness of vain boasting, for example, of
Moab: Isaiah 16:6, Jeremiah 48:30; God’s wisdom puts man’s to shame:
1 Corinthians 1:25; Christians by election (God’s choosing): Ephesians
1:3–4; … by exercising our human responsibility to God’s invitation:
Revelation 22:17, Matthew 11:28, 2 Peter 3:9; Bible invitations to
seek, to find, to know God: Jeremiah 29:13, Proverbs 2:2-5, Colossians
1:10, Philippians 3:10; Faith despite not comprehending: Job 37:5,
13:15, 19:25–26; Heaven of Heavens, etc: 2 Chronicles 2:6, 6:18,
2 Corinthians 12:2; God on infinitely higher plane than we can
imagine: Isaiah 55:8–9, Romans 11:33; Infinitude of some of the
attributes of God: Psalms 10:11, 139:6, 139:8, 145:3, 147:5,
148:13, Isaiah 40:28; Revelation of God in nature and man’s response:
Job 25:14, Psalm 19:1–4, Romans 1:19–20, Acts 17:23, 27, 2 Peter
3:5; God has chosen to reveal Himself: John 1:18; He invites us to seek
Him: Isaiah 55:6–7; God has taken steps that we might know Him:
Matthew 11:27, 1 Corinthians 2:10, 2:16, Ephesians 3:17–20;
Knowledge of God comes by the “organ” of faith: Hebrews 11:6, 1
Peter 1:8; The gentle invitation to try (“taste”) God and see: Psalm
34:8

C. Why We Cannot Find and Know God

1. God exists on a higher _________ than we can imagine

2. His attributes (characteristics) are _____________ in degree

3. while nature shows God exists it doesn’t _____________ us to Him

4. man’s __________ nature cause him to ignore nature’s testimony

D. Why we Can Find and Know God

1. God has chosen to _____________ Himself by Jesus Christ

2. God _____________ us to seek Him and promises to honour that

3. _____________ Christ as Saviour makes this a personal knowledge

4. this relationship is based upon _________



—{1}. Job 11:1–9  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Seeking God

A. Scripture reading: Job 11:1-9 NAS: Then Zophar the Naamathite answered, “Shall a multitude of words go
unanswered, And a talkative man be acquitted?  Shall your boasts silence men? And shall you scoff and none
rebuke?  For you have said, ‘My teaching is pure, And I am innocent in your eyes.’  But would that God might
speak, And open His lips against you,  And show you the secrets of wisdom! For sound wisdom has two sides.
Know then that God forgets a part of your iniquity.  Can you discover the depths of God? Can you discover the
limits of the Almighty?  They are high as the heavens, what can you do? Deeper than Sheol, what can you
know?  Its measure is longer than the earth, And broader than the sea.”

B. Introduction
1. Bertrand Russell was born in 1872 and despite the religious upbringing by his grandparents, became a

leading agnostic of his day.  An agnostic is one who believes that you can only know the material universe,
and so you cannot know God, or even if there is a God.  Yet, Bertrand Russell wrote the following: —{2}.

2. The center of me is always and eternally a terrible pain — a curious, wild pain — a searching for something
beyond what the world contains, something transfigured and infinite, the beatific vision — God.  I do not
find it, I do not think it is to be found, but the love of it is my life; it's like passionate love for a ghost.  At
time it fills me with rage, at times with wild despair; it is the source of gentleness and cruelty and work;
it fills every passion I have.  It is the actual spring of life in me.

3. Bertrand Russell died in 1970 at the age of 97, apparently without ever having found the object of his quest
— without ever having found God

4. In one sense, Russell was right: man is incapable of knowing God — and the Bible says so; yet the Bible
also says that God can be found.  How come?  Let’s find out.

C. Recapitulation
1. last week we left Job in chapter 9, yearning for a Mediator, a go-between, a “lawyer” and thinking none was

available to him

2. let us rapidly review chapter 10 of Job — which, if I were entitling it, would be “Job Reproaches God”



a. verse 1: he will pour forth his complaint
b. verses 2–3: he asks why is God condemning him?
c. verses 6–7: though he is sinful, he knows he is not wicked
d. verse 8: he demands of God, why would He destroy Job, seeing that Job is God’s workmanship?
e. verse 17: he complains that his afflictions are witnesses from God of His anger against Job
f. verse 18: he querulously asks if this was God’s plan for him, why was he born?
g. verse 20: he concludes by telling God, can’t you stop doing this while I am still yet alive?

3. So now Zophar the Naamathite speaks adding little to what his friends have already said; like them he did
not lack knowledge, but rather sympathy — after initial mourning they ceased feeling
a. he rebukes Job for his rash words

(A) he ignores the duress under which Job speaks them
(B) he misstates and misrepresents Job’s speech

b. Job 11:2–3: like Bildad, Zophar says Job is full of empty talk and even is guilty of scoffing, mocking God
(A) brevity of speech admirable in the mid-east (and with us!) and Proverbs 10:6–21 has a lot to say

about our words
(1) Proverbs 10:19 When there are many words, transgression is unavoidable, But he who restrains

his lips is wise.
(B) vain boasting, empty words are considered to be the same as lies; eg., of Moab the prophets say:

(1) Isaiah 16:6 We have heard of the pride of Moab, an excessive pride; Even of his arrogance,
pride, and fury; His idle boasts are false.

(2) Jeremiah 48:30  "I know his fury," declares the LORD, "But it is futile; His idle boasts have
accomplished nothing.

(C) mockest: upbraiding (criticizing severely, reproaching) by his complaints
c. Job 11:4: he accuses Job of thinking he is innocent and pure

(A) whereas Job’s claim was that he was not wicked
(B) Job maintained his sincerity before God, not sinlessness

d. Job 11:5–6: he asks that God would rebuke Job even further
(A) that Job might know God’s wisdom 

(1) JFB —{3}. expands Zophar’s statement as: “God’s ways, which you arraign, if you were shown their
secret wisdom, would be seen vastly to exceed that of men, including yours”



(2) reminding us1 Corinthians 1:25  Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the
weakness of God is stronger than men.

(B) God’s punishing has not recognized all of Job’s sin
e. Job 11:7–9: Zophar asks Job the question, do you really expect to understand the almighty God,

Elohim–Shaddai?

D. Paradoxes
1. agnostics, atheists claim Bible full of contradictions

a. arise from attempting to constrain an infinite God into a finite — human — mind
b. every time we attempt to preach or teach from the Bible, of necessity we engage in some form of

simplification
c. consider the parallel truths of

(A) election: Ephesians 1:3-4 NAS:   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love 

(B) man’s responsibility in the face of God’s gracious and genuine invitation to salvation (I do not say
“free will” because that term is not found in the Bible)

(1) Revelation 22:17 NAS: And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say,
“Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life
without cost.

(2) Matthew 11:28 NAS: Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.
(3) 2 Peter 3:9 NAS: The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient

toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
(C) inevitably when we try to explain these, we oversimplify

(1) leaving out part of one truth or of the other
(2) and in so doing, we short-change God

d. I will use the word paradox to describe such spiritual aspects

2. today we come upon another such paradox, which has to do with the knowability of God — by means of
seeking, can you Know Him? in extent, can you fully know Him?
a. that are Zophar’s questions to Job, and the expected — and only — answers to them, as stated, are “No;



No”
(A) Job 11:7–9 NAS: Can you discover the depths of God? Can you discover the limits of the Almighty?

They are high as the heavens, what can you do? Deeper than Sheol, what can you know?  Its
measure is longer than the earth, And broader than the sea.

(B) Job 11:7-9 AV: Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out the Almighty unto
perfection?  It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than hell; what canst thou know?
The measure thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than the sea.

b. on the other hand we find such statements in the Bible as
(A) Jeremiah 29:13 AV: And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your

heart.
(B) Proverbs 2:2-5 NAS: Make your ear attentive to wisdom, Incline your heart to understanding;  For

if you cry for discernment, Lift your voice for understanding;  If you seek her as silver, And search
for her as for hidden treasures;  Then you will discern the fear of the LORD, And discover the
knowledge of God.

(C) Colossians 1:10 NAS: so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all
respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;

(D) Philippians 3:10 NAS: that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship
of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;

3. so I want to spend some time examining this paradox today and discover that, 
a. like Job, in some ways we cannot know God by mere searching; or, as Elihu put it, Job 37:5 NAS: “God

thunders with His voice wondrously, Doing great things which we cannot comprehend.”
b. yet also, like Job, we can seek, find and know God, hence Job  could make such statements of faith and

knowledge as
(A) Job 13:15 NAS:  Though He slay me, I will hope in Him. Nevertheless I will argue my ways before

Him.
(B) Job 19:25-26 NAS: And as for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, And at the last He will take His

stand on the earth.  Even after my skin is destroyed, Yet from my flesh I shall see God.

E. Why We Cannot Find and Know God
1. cannot know “His limits (bounds, extent)”



Job 11:7-9 NIV: Can you fathom the mysteries of God? Can you probe the limits of the Almighty?  They are
higher than the heavens — what can you do? They are deeper than the depths of the grave — {Hebrew than
Sheol} what can you know?  Their measure is longer than the earth and wider than the sea.
a. the phrase “higher than the heavens”, can be rendered as “height of heaven” or “heaven of heavens”

(A) Solomon in 2 Chr 2:6, 6:18 says that the heaven of heavens cannot contain Him
(B) Paul in 2 Cor 12:2 Paul talks about a man taken up into the third heaven (1=air, 2=universe,

3=spiritual heavens)
b. the infinitude of God in time, space, comprehension, power
c. His character extends higher and deeper than the bounds of

(A) physical world
(B) spiritual world

2. God exists on an infinitely higher plane than we can imagine
a. Isaiah 55:8-9 NAS: “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Neither are your ways My ways,” declares

the LORD.  “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My
thoughts than your thoughts.

b. Romans 11:33 NAS: Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!

3. Let’s just check out the unknowability of God in terms of extent or degree, looking at how infinite are His
attributes
a. His Love:  Psalms 103:11  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, So great is His lovingkindness

toward those who fear Him
b. His Knowledge:  Psalms 139:6  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; It is too high, I cannot attain

to it.
c. His Presence:  Psalms 139:8  If I ascend to heaven, Thou art there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold,

Thou art there.
d. His Greatness:  Psalms 145:3  Great is the LORD, and highly to be praised; And His greatness is

unsearchable.
e. His understanding:  Psalms 147:5  Great is our Lord, and abundant in strength; His understanding is

infinite.



f. His majesty and glory: Psalms 148:13  Let them praise the name of the LORD, For His name alone is
exalted; His glory is above earth and heaven.

g. His eternity and power:  Isaiah 40:28  Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the
LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth Does not become weary or tired. His understanding is
inscrutable.

4. While nature shows God exists, it doesn’t introduce us to Him
a. Job talking about the revelation of God’s power in nature and ends by saying: Job 26:14  "Behold, these

are the fringes of His ways; And how faint a word we hear of Him! But His mighty thunder, who can
understand?

b. Creation gives an unceasing testimony to God, claiming the universe as His possession: Psalms 19:1-4
NIV The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  Day after day they
pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.  There is no speech or language where their
voice is not heard.  Their voice [or, line] goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.
In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, 

c. Its testimony is sufficient to leave no excuse: Romans 1:19-20 NAS: because that which is known about
God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  For since the creation of the world His
invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood
through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.

d. But evidently it is insufficient to introduce us to God: Acts 17:23,27 NAS: “For while I was passing
through and examining the objects of your worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, ‘To an
Unknown God.’ What therefore you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you. …  that they should seek
God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;”

e. Which is not helped by the attitude of our fallen nature as in: 2 Peter 3:5 NKJV:  For this they willfully
forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the
water

F. Why We Can Find and Know God
1. God has chosen to reveal Himself to men and women

a. John 1:18 NAS:  No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the



Father, He has explained [or declared, shown, manifest] Him.

2. God invites us to seek Him and promises 
a. Isaiah 55:6-7 NAS: Seek the LORD while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near.  Let the

wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to the LORD, And He
will have compassion on him; And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon.

3. And God has taken steps that we might know Him
a. Jesus Christ, God the Son reveals God: Matthew 11:27  "All things have been handed over to Me by My

Father; and no one knows the Son, except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father, except the Son,
and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.

b. Next, God, the Holy Spirit reveals God: 1 Corinthians 2:10  For to us God revealed them through the
Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.

c. But it is by the receiving of Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord that changes this revelation from an
intellectual knowledge to a personal relationship (pas savoir mais connaissance)
(A) by His invasion into our life: 1 Corinthians 2:16  For who has known the mind of the Lord, that he

should instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.
(B) in an exceedingly effective fashion: Ephesians 3:17-20 NAS:  so that Christ may dwell in your

hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  may be able to comprehend
with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  and to know the love of
Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fulness of God.  Now to Him
who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that
works within us,

d. a final paradox
(A) you cannot come to know God

(1) by sight, hearing, etc., the sensory organs
(2) by intense research or skilful argument, the organ of intellect and reasoning
(3) by doing the good you can, the organ of conscience

(B) but rather by the organ of faith, that He indeed exists, as we read in Hebrews 11:6 NKJV:  But
without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and
that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.



(C) you know God by first trusting in Jesus Christ in faith

G. Conclusion
1. The following story is, most probably, just that — a story.  But it makes an important point. —{4}.

A renowned speaker had been invited to the divinity school to speak to the students and others who might
want to attend.  The number being too great for any of the auditoriums, the session was held outside.  Many
brought with them a bag lunch, which turned out to be a good idea as the speaker went on for two and a half
hours into the meal time.  The learned doctor sought to prove that the resurrection of Jesus was false.   He
quoted scholar after scholar and book after book.  He concluded that since there was no such thing as the
historical resurrection, the religious tradition of the church was groundless, emotional mumbo-jumbo, because
it was based on a relationship with a risen Jesus, who, in fact, never rose from the dead in any literal sense.
He then asked if there were any questions.
After about 30 seconds, an elderly, white-haired man stood up in the back of the auditorium.  “Doctor, I’ve
one question,” he said as all eyes turned toward him.  He reached into his sack lunch and pulled out an apple
and began eating it.
"Doctor.”  Crunch.  Munch. “My question is a simple question … “

Crunch.  Munch. “Now, I’ve never read those books you read … “
Crunch.  Munch. “and I can't recite the Scriptures in the original Greek … “

Crunch.  Munch. “I don't know anything about Niebuhr and Heidegger … “
Crunch.  Munch.  He finished the apple.  “All I want to know is: this apple I just ate — was it sweet or sour?”

The doctor paused for a moment and answered in exemplary scholarly fashion: “I cannot possibly answer that
question, for I haven’t tasted your apple.”
The white-haired gentleman dropped the core of his apple into his crumpled paper bag, looked up at the doctor
and said calmly, “Neither have you tasted my Jesus.”

2. David, in Psalm 34:8, gives this gentle invitation
a. “Oh, taste and see that he LORD is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!” (NKJV)
b. If you have never come to God through Jesus Christ, why not do so today in simple faith?
c. If you have, then rejoice in the blessedness of your knowledge God that came, not by works, but by faith
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