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I Need a Good Lawyer
Job 9:25–35

July 14, 2002 

SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES

A. Introduction
1. we have an Advocate (“lawyer”) with the Father, ______ ______

B. Job Continues to State His Dilemma

1. he is replying to the speech by  B__________

2. the issue before the court was that though Job acted  R_________

his “punishment” made him appear  E_____ to his friends
3. the old English word, “daysman” in Job 9:33 (KJV) means

C. Jesus Christ is the perfect One to plead our cause

1. in view of God’s  P__________

a. we cannot succeed against Him since He is A__ – ________

b. but Jesus has been given all  P________ in heaven and earth

c. and he U__________ all things with this

d. so Jesus is able to plead E__________ for us in heaven’s court

2. in view of God’s W__________ and omniscience

a. because of this God sees through our F________ or faking

b. but Jesus, knows us, and is made for us W__________ 

c. so Jesus is able to plead W_______ for us in heaven’s court

3. in view of God’s  J__________ and holiness

a. Job saw that any effort to C________ himself was useless

b. but Jesus was made S_____ for us to deal with this problem

c. so Jesus is able to plead J__________ for us in heaven’s court

4. in view of God’s  S_____________ (or Lordship)

a. because of this there is no higher A__________ for appeal

b. but Jesus has been exalted and made L_______

c. so Jesus can plead  A_____________ for us in heaven’s court

5. in view of God’s E__________

a. Job’s vindication wouldn’t come in time as life is so _________

b. but Jesus ever L_______ to make intercession

c. so Jesus is able to plead U__________ for us in heaven’s court

Scripture references in this message:

We have an Advocate: 1 John 2:1;  Job didn’t strike back at harsh
words, neither did Jesus Christ: 1 Peter 2:23;  We cannot plead
sinlessness: 1 John 1:8;  Jesus Christ is the perfect “Lawyer” to deal
with … God’s Power: Matthew 28:18, John 17:1–2, Hebrews 1:2–3;
… God’s Omniscience: John 2:24–25, 1 Corinthians 1:30, Hebrews
4:15;  ... God’s Holiness: Isaiah 64:6, 1 Corinthians 1:30,
2 Corinthians 5:21, Galatians 3:13, 1 Peter 2:24, 1 John 1:7;  …
God’s Sovereignty: Acts 2:36, Ephesians 1:20-21, Philippians 2:9;
… God’s Eternity: Hebrews 13:8, 7:24–25



—{1}. Job 9:25-35 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  “I Need a Good Lawyer”

• Scripture Reading
• Let’s outline briefly Job 9:1–24 —{2}.

• 9:1–3 the strict justice of God:
• so no man can be just in His sight
• verse 2b:  But how can a man be in the right before God?

• 9:4 man cannot succeed in opposing His wisdom and power
• verse 4b, NAS: Who has defied Him without harm?
• verse 4b, NIV: Who has resisted him and come out unscathed?

• 9:5–10 instances of God’s power as revealed in nature
• verse 10: NAS:  Who does great things, unfathomable, And wondrous works without number.

• 9:11–12 invisible yet sovereign in all His ways
• verse 12b, NIV: ‘Who can say to him, ‘What are you doing?’

• 9:13–21impossibility of meeting Him in court owing to His greatest holiness, power, wisdom, and other
attributes
• Job 9:19 NAS  If it is a matter of power, behold, He is the strong[est] one! And if it is a matter of

justice, who can summon Him?
• 9:22–24 God afflicts both righteous and wicked

• verse 22b, NAS:  He destroys the guiltless and the wicked.

• 9:25-35 Job tells why he cannot get an answer to his dilemma
• 9:25–28 the brevity of his days, his human frailty

• Job 9:25-28 NIV: My days are swifter than a runner; they fly away without a glimpse of joy.  They
skim past like boats of papyrus, like eagles swooping down on their prey.  If I say, “I will forget my
complaint, I will change my expression, and smile,”  I still dread all my sufferings, for I know you will
not hold me innocent.

• 9:29–35 because his own efforts are insufficient, and there is no one able to act for him
• Job 9:29-35 NIV: Since I am already found guilty, why should I struggle in vain?  Even if I washed

myself with soap [or, snow] and my hands with washing soda [Hebrew, BOR(IYTH), the word from



which we get “borax”],  you would plunge me into a slime pit so that even my clothes would detest
me.  He is not a man like me that I might answer him, that we might confront each other in court.
If only there were someone to arbitrate between us, to lay his hand upon us both,  someone to remove
God’s rod from me, so that his terror would frighten me no more.  Then I would speak up without fear
of him, but as it now stands with me, I cannot.

A. Introduction

The funeral was over and four of the deceased’s associates are standing by the grave-side, mourning his
passing.

His partner says to the others, “I think our friend would have like to have something to take with him to the
next life.”  He pulls a $100 bill from his wallet and drops it on the casket.

The doctor agrees, “That’s a fine idea,” and drops his own $100 bill on the casket.

His accountant, not to be outdone, follows suit.

In his turn, the lawyer murmurs, “What a wonderful thought,” as he gazes down on the casket.  Quickly taking
out his pen, he writes a cheque for $400, drops it on the grave and takes the three $100 bills in change. —{3}.

1. lawyers seem to bear the brunt of many harsh jokes
a. perhaps because whenever we meet a lawyer

(A) we leave poorer
(B) whether our own or the opponent’s lawyer

b. so we feel little sympathy with lawyers as a class

2. but I have had contrary experience in my past business life
a. I have known some good lawyers who were good people



b. who not only helped correct a bad situation that had arisen
c. but also gave sound advice to avoid such mistakes in future, who can explain your wrongs as well as your

rights

3. Today we will see we need a “lawyer” in the spiritual realm
a. and we have one
b. 1 John 2:1 NAS: My little children, I am writing these things to you that you may not sin. And if anyone

sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;

B. Job Continues to State His Dilemma
1. Bible passage we just outlined and read is Job’s reply to Bildad

a. note that he doesn’t even comment on Bildad’s Brutality
b. in this Job was a bit like Jesus Christ, 1 Peter 2:23 NAS:  while being reviled, He did not revile in return;

while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting [Himself] to Him who judges righteously

2. Why does Job need a good lawyer?
a. the issue to come before the court is this:

(A) Job has received what appears to be punishment
(1) he has lost his possessions, his children, his health
(2) even though he had acted like a righteous man

(B) so his friends accuse him of hypocrisy, of being evil
(C) Job wants an answer from God as to “WHY?”
(D) Job is asking questions only God can answer

b. the King James version uses the word “daysman”
(A) Miles Coverdale (1535) “Neither is there eny dayesman to reprouve both the partes, or to laye his

honde betwixte us.”
(B) rendered as mediator, umpire, referee, arbitrator
(C) problem with umpire or referee is illustrated by

(1) Once when umpire Babe Pinelli called Babe Ruth out on strikes, Ruth made the argument.
“There’s 40,000 people here who know that last one was a ball, tomato head.”  Pinelli replied



with the measured stateliness: “Maybe so, but mine is the only opinion that counts.” —{4}.

(2) there is a degree of arbitrariness with an umpire or a referee that is not part of what Job is
seeking

(D) in original it is not a noun (name word) but a verb (an action word) and the literal translation is
closer to “none exists between us deciding (or judging, or proving, or showing me to be right)”

(1) Someone who can represent both sides
(2) Someone whose decision is binding
(3) so perhaps arbitrator is a close as we can come
(4) but we will use the term lawyer, because he can carry out all these functions, and because a

lawyer is what Job needs, for …
c. As Matthew Henry put it, Job can plead his integrity with his friends, that he is not a hypocrite, this he

cannot do with holy God
(A) since God knows Job better than he does himself
(B) there is nothing in Job’s prayers, sacrifices, etc., to merit favour
(C) or as  1 John 1:8 NAS says, “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the

truth is not in us.”
(D) so Job needs someone who can plead on his behalf

(1) against all the evidence of his apparent punishments
(2) on an equal footing with God
(3) able to place His hand on both parties
(4) but who can overcome the …

3. Five reasons that Job cannot plead his own case with God
a. God’s Power
b. God’s Wisdom and Omniscience
c. God’s Justice and Holiness
d. God’s Sovereignty (or Lordship)
e. God’s Eternity
f. let’s look at each of these in turn and then see how the Lord Jesus Christ, who is both the Son of Man and

the Son of God can overcome each of these



C. Jesus Christ is the perfect “Lawyer” to plead Job’s Case, and ours
1. in view of God’s Power

a. we cannot plead our own case
(A) in Job 9:4 we see that we cannot successfully oppose His great strength
(B) in Job 9:5-10, we see His intimidating might as Creator and Sustainer
(C) in court, how can we succeed against an all-powerful foe?
(D) so, Job needs a good lawyer … as do we

b. but of Jesus Christ it is written
(A) Matthew 28:18 AV: And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power [or, authority] is given

unto me in heaven and in earth.
(B) John 17:1-2 NAS: These things Jesus spoke; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, "Father,

the hour has come; glorify Thy Son, that the Son may glorify Thee,   even as Thou gavest Him
authority [or, power] over all mankind, that to all whom Thou hast given Him, He may give eternal
life.”

(C) Hebrews 1:2-3 NAS: in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all
things, through whom also He made the world.  And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact
representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made
purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high

(D) so Jesus Christ the all-powerful Son of God is able as our “lawyer” to plead effectively on our behalf
to the omnipotent Father God

2. in view of God’s Wisdom and Omniscience
a. we cannot plead our own case

(A) in Job 9:4 we also see that we cannot successfully oppose His deep wisdom in heart
(B) you may know people who are good at “winging it”

(1) they can be unprepared, put on a front and make a presentation — or answer a question — at
the drop of a hat … faking it if necessary

(2) but this avenue wasn’t open to Job, for even if he put on a happy face, Job 9:27-28, and
pretended all was right, he knew the result: “Thou wilt not acquit me”



(3) because an all-knowing God sees through our facade
(C) and in Job 9:24, Job saw that even if He could go to court with God, he could not answer God’s

questions (which indeed is what happens at the end of the book)
(D) so, Job needs a good lawyer … as do we

b. but of Jesus Christ it is written
(A) John 2:24-25 NAS: But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew all

men, and because He did not need anyone to bear witness concerning man for He Himself knew
what was in man.

(B) 1 Corinthians 1:30 NAS:  But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from
God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption

(C) so Jesus Christ, all-wise and omniscient God the Son is able as our “lawyer” to plead wisely on our
behalf to  all-wise and omniscient God the Father

3. In view of God’s Justice and Holiness
a. we cannot plead our own case

(A) in Job 9:2, he describes the hopelessness of trying to be just before an all-holy God — the contrast
is too great

(B) in Job 9:20-22, the difference in relative righteousness between good and evil men is
indistinguishable

(C) in Job 9:30-31, every effort that Job might make to cleanse himself, would only make him fit to be
thrown into a filthy pit — even his clothes would then be more righteous than he

(D) so, Job needs a good lawyer … as do we
b. but of Jesus Christ it is written

(A) 1 Corinthians 1:30 NAS:  But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from
God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption

(B) 2 Corinthians 5:21 NAS: He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him. 

(C) 1 Peter 2:24 NAS: and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin
and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.

(D) so Jesus took care of this inequality in righteousness



(E) so Jesus Christ the Righteous One, is able as our “lawyer” to plead justly on our behalf in the courts
of the Holy Triune God

4. In view of God’s Sovereignty (or Lordship)
a. we cannot plead our own case

(A) Job 9:19 shows that we cannot, as it were, summon Him into a court of law … because He is
sovereign, there is no higher authority to whom we can appeal

(B) Job 9:12 shows that even if we could bring Him to court, then we cannot ask Him, “What art Thou
doing?”

(C) so, Job needs a good lawyer … as do we
b. but of Jesus Christ it is written

(A) Acts 2:36 NAS: Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both
Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified.

(B) Ephesians 1:20-21 NAS: which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and
seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age, but also in the one to come. 

(C) so Jesus Christ the sovereign Son of God is able as our “lawyer” to plead authoritatively on our
behalf to the sovereign Father God

5. In view of God’s Eternity
a. we cannot plead our own case

(A) Job 9:25-26 depicts what a brief, fleeting existence we pass … our days like a swift runner, or
slipping by like a kayak in a rushing river — so how can we with such a short perspective
communicate with One Who is Eternal

(B) our point of view is too inadequate to allow discussion
(1) we are swept along in the current of time — God  who dwells in the eternal now
(2) we are buffeted by every change — God changes not

(C) and even if there is relief, the court gives a remedy, will it be in time or will Job have ceased to live?
God’s time-frame is immeasurably different from ours; life is short

(D) so, Job needs a good lawyer … as do we



b. but of Jesus Christ it is written
(A) Hebrews 13:8 NAS: Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever.
(B) Hebrews 7:24-25 NAS: but He, on the other hand, because He abides forever, holds His priesthood

permanently.  Hence, also, He is able to save forever those who draw near to God through Him,
since He always lives to make intercession for them.

(C) so Jesus Christ the Eternal Son is able as our “lawyer” to plead unceasingly on our behalf to the
Eternal Father

D. Conclusion
1. (Sir) Walter Raleigh summed up the solution to Job’s question — and to our situation — in the following

stanza: —{5}.

For, there Christ is the King’s attorney,
Who pleads for all without degrees …
And when the twelve grand million jury
Of our sins with direful fury
’Gainst our souls black verdicts give,
Christ pleads His death, and then we live.

2. Are there any here restless and wishing for rest … conscious that they are not fit to die now, but longing to
be ready, whensoever God may call them?  There is no reason why you should continue in that restless state
— for what Job desired, God has granted — and more.  We have an all-sufficient Mediator …  into the hands
of Jesus, we may commend our souls with holy joy, both living and dying. —{6}.
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