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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES

A. Introduction
1. the word “godless” or “hypocrite” in verse 13 is used in the Old

Testament of that which is _______ acting in an ________ way
2. it was a wrong idea of Job’s friends — and of many people today —

that __________  __________ come to God’s obedient people
and that removal of these is God’s punishment for disobedience

B. Today’s “Friend” is Bildad the __________
1. Bildad is right that God does not pervert __________
2. Bildad is wrong that all happenings are God carrying this out when

he cruelly told Job that his children got what they __________
3. Bildad is wrong in saying that if Job were really pure and upright,

then God would even now _________ his fortunes and position
4. Bildad is right when he says that the godless or hypocrite is relying

on a false or vain _______ respecting his eternal destiny

C. What about us — play-acting or real?
1. a church can be hypocritical if it

2. a Christian can be hypocritical if 

3. a non-Christian can be hypocritical by

D. Applying this to myself
1. here are some of my faults that impede my relationship with God

2. here are some that impede my relationship with other Christians

3. here are some that hurt my testimony to unsaved relatives & friends

4. What are some Bible promises that will help me overcome these?

5. What steps will I take to overcome these?

Some Scriptures related to this message
Being a Christian is not a guarantee of material blessing: James 2:5–7,
1 Corinthians 1:26, John 16:33; God’s love impels us to speak His
name: 1 Corinthians 9:16, 2 Corinthians 5:14; A graphic description
of the hypocrite by Jesus Christ: Matthew 23:27; 

Comments on Job 8
Verse 2 -- Job had already admitted his desperate words were “windy”:
Job 6:26;  Verse 3 -- It is  God’s character that defines justice: Genesis
18:25, Romans 3:5–6;  Verse 4 – Matthew Henry comments, “... but
extraordinary afflictions are not always the punishment of extraordinary
sins, but sometimes the trial of extraordinary graces.”  Verse 8 – but we
have a better support than the wisdom of the ancients: Psalm 119:99-
100, Romans 10:8;  Verse 13 – Root meaning behind “godless” is the
apparently holy being unholy in reality: examples are in Psalm 106:38-
39, Jeremiah 3:1, 3:9–10, 23:11, 15



—{1}. Job 8:1–15  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Play-Acting or Real?

A. Introduction
1. A small boy had a little wagon that was a new possession and the delight of his heart.  One morning, when

he brought it out to the front walk, he was told that he must play with it at the back of the house.  “Today’s
Sunday,” his father explained.  The boy obeyed, but, as he trudged away, he muttered to himself, “Isn't it
Sunday in the backyard, too?”  —{2}.

a. this kind of play-acting, pretending to be one thing while in reality living in an opposite fashion, we call
hypocrisy

2. I am now going to re-read verse 13 of our Scripture reading this morning using different versions
a. first two modern translations, then a more traditional one:

(A) (NAS)  So are the paths of all who forget God, And the hope of the godless will perish,
(B) (NIV)  Such is the destiny of all who forget God; so perishes the hope of the godless.
(C) (NKJV)  So are the paths of all who forget God; And the hope of the hypocrite shall perish,

b. why this difference, “godless” versus “hypocrite?”
(A) modern translators technically correct

(1) the word “hypocrite” would be an anachronism
(2) “hypocrite” is a Greek word, meaning, in the sense that we use it, “to play a part on the stage”
(3) when Bildad spoke these words, the play, as an art-form had not yet been invented: Aeshylus,

Sophocles, Euripides, & Aristophanes were centuries in the future
(4) so the concept of performing in a play could not have been in Bildad’s mind when he made this

speech
(B) but if you examine the original word in context both in the book of Job and the whole Old

Testament, you find that the word “hypocrite,” as we now use it, captures a sense of the original
which “godless” does not

(1) it, and its related words, is most frequently applied to the nominal, visible people of God — not
to pagans

(2) the root meaning of this word is “profaned, polluted”
(3) when the holy things of God are used in unholy way



(4) when the holy people of God act in an unholy way, yet continue to claim to be God’s people
(5) isn’t that how we, and our neighbours, use the word today? — when people say they are

Christians but live as though they are not?
c. I know that most of you have now caught onto the fact that I am using this Old Testament history of Job

in order to teach lessons in faith; to teach New Testament truth.  Today, I want to apply this verse as a
warning against being a hypocrite: 
(A) … the hope of the hypocrite shall perish

3. there is a dear brother in the Lord, who loves & serves Him
a. but I must disagree with one part of his theology
b. he holds that God will is material blessing for the believer

(A) as a witness to the world of God’s power
(B) if a believer does not have this, then it is because

(1) his faith is inadequate
(2) his prayer is not fervent enough
(3) his living or his thinking is wrong

(C) but this blatantly ignores
(1) the many contrary examples of Scripture, of history (James, Peter, Paul)
(2) the sovereignty of God who

(a) will have mercy on whom he wills to have mercy
(b) who blesses both the just and the unjust

(D) and is contrary to the teaching of the Bible
(1) James 2:5-7 NAS:  Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to

be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?  But you
have dishonoured the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into
court?  Do they not blaspheme the fair name by which you have been called?

(2) 1 Corinthians 1:26 Weymouth:  For consider, brethren, God's call to you. Not many who are wise
with merely human wisdom, not many of position and influence, not many of noble birth have
been called. 

(3) John 16:33 NAS:  These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the



world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.
c. this idea was behind the wrong application of good theology by Job’s friends: it is a true fact that … the

hope of the hypocrite shall perish
(A) Job had had his material blessings taken away: family, possessions, health
(B) so this showed that Job, despite his outward profession of serving God, was not right with God
(C) in short, “Job, you’re a hypocrite” is what they said (although they may have spoken obliquely)
(D) but because we have read Job chapters 1 and 2 (and may have peeked ahead to chapter 42), we

know that these friends were wrong — the punishment of the hypocrite frequently does not take
place in this life; nor does the blessing of the saint

B. Who is Today’s “Friend”
1. Job has been expressing his grief, his confusion, his need for answers and each of the friends interjects into

his words their own particular flavour of a “solution” to Job’s problem
a. first there was Eliphaz, whom, because of his lofty way of speaking down to Job, we might call “Eliphaz

the Elevated”
b. now you may have read the cartoon “Hagar the Horrible” — well, today’s friend could be called “Bildad

the Brutal” —{3}.

c. let’s make a quick summation of his “comforting” words

2. Bildad’s message
a. in verse 2 he asks, in effect, “how long will you go on and on speaking (the construction of the verb

almost makes it mean ‘babbling’) this way — a lot of hot air”
b. then he asks, verse 3, “does God pervert justice [judgment]”

(A) this is a true statement, and obvious
(B) we cannot define God by what we conceive to be justice
(C) no; we must define justice, by whom we find God to be
(D) then Bildad makes an illogical leap of argument “so what has happened is merely God carrying out

His justice”
(1) men and women make the same mistake today
(2) they don’t like what has happened, they blame God — “If that is how God acts, I can’t believe



in Him”
(3) but this ignores many truths about suffering, in  particular its relation to sin and to the fall of

Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden
c. in verse 4, he brutalizes: “so, Job, your children got what they deserved”

(A) your translation may be “if,” but “since” is better
(B) even if it were to have been true, was this a way to speak to a grieving father, one who had

spiritually led these children?
(C) but there is nothing in the book of Job to say it was true

d. in verse 5–7, he turns the dagger another 90N — “if you were pure, Job, then by seeking God, this
suffering would all be over now and your fortunes and position be restored”
(A) but it isn’t over
(B) so, you aren’t pure; you’re wicked

e. then in verses 8 to 15 he calls on the wisdom of the ancients to support what he is saying, with two
maxims or proverbs
(A) verses 11–12: “You, Job, are like bull-rushes, appearing green and full of life, but without any real,

sustaining power — dry and dead on the inside”
(B) verses 14–15: “Your confidence, Job, is vain because it comes from yourself, like does a spider’s

web which cannot endure when it is leant upon”
(C) so, Job, you appear to be one thing — godly — but in reality you are godless — a hypocrite

f. then in verse 13, he speaks the warning truth
(A) (NKJV)  So are the paths of all who forget God; And the hope of the hypocrite shall perish,
(B) Job, this is why you have lost all and will lose even more (but we know it wasn’t the reason)
(C) yet, let us look today, to make sure this warning does not apply to us

C. What about us — are we play-acting or real?
1. as a church

a. accusation of our being “a few people playing church”
(A) like children playing with dolls; going through the motions but without any reality
(B) just or unjust accusation?

(1) unjust: not having programs; a growth quota; a long-term plan for property, for building; social



services
(2) just: a club? a comfortable society? an opportunity to control others? to aggrandize ourselves?

b. so as a church body, as a congregation is it our purpose
(A) to assemble together to worship in spirit and in truth?
(B) to study and to apply God’s Word to our lives?
(C) to join in corporate prayer for the church? Her needs? Her outreach? Her community?

c. are we a light-house in Oak Ridges? In Aurora?
(A) warning of the coming destruction and judgment?
(B) showing the grace of God?

(1) in our congregational life
(2) in our personal life: because the church is a body built of individual members

(a) each important
(b) the health of the whole being the health of each

2. as individuals
a. have you ever been accused unjustly of being a hypocrite?

(A) because you aren’t sinless, because you have failings, because you sometimes complain when
serving the Lord

(B) unbelievers pick up on these things, set a high standard for Christians, and when you and I fall
short they dismiss us to a voyage of guilt

(C) but this can be a false guilt; such feelings, faults and failures don’t, in themselves, make you a
hypocrite:

(1) It's like a mother who's awakened in the middle of the night by her crying baby. Does she say,
“I'm sorry, I can't get up right now and change your diaper when I don't feel like it. I don't want
to be a hypocrite!” No, she gets up and fakes it. Talks sweetly to the child, changes diaper, rocks
it back to sleep. —{4}.

(2) it’s like the two sons that Jesus told us about: one saying that he would do the father’s will, the
other not — but it was the latter who repented and did it

(D) so we are not hypocrites — despite all of our faults — if
(1) if we are earnest, sincere, repentant, seeking God; 



(2) if we are one of God’s children 
(a) who have had clean hearts created, and right spirits renewed in us; 
(b) who keep the faith in a pure conscience; 
(c) who having our hearts purified by faith in the blood of Christ, whose blood cleanses from all

sin
(3) and we can learn from Job to take such brutal words as he heard from Bildad without

recriminating
b. Ah! but what if the accusation is just?

(A) but, what if I say?
(1) I want to be a light … but I hide it under a bushel?
(2) I want to serve God … but I don’t give of myself?
(3) I am passionate about the lost … but I sit in comfort?
(4) What if we quote the verse that the love of Christ constrains us … but then we don’t show that

love to others?
(5) or, worse, we are living far away from God all the while pretending to be in close fellowship with

Him?
(6) then we have indeed become hypocrites and it is time to return to God in repentance, to get

back to a proper place of fellowship with Him
(7) because if not, 

(a) then our confidence will perish; “… the hope of the hypocrite shall perish”
(b) then we will only harm the cause of the Lord we profess and the Saviour who died for us

(B) or even worse, what if we have only been pretending to be a Christian?
(1) saying all the right words
(2) going through the motions
(3) in order to please a spouse, or to avoid confrontation
(4) then pardon me, if I put it so unspiritually,

(a) if you are going to all that trouble for what is only a falsehood
(b) why not repent and trust in Christ and have the reality? Sin forgiven?  A home in heaven?



D. In conclusion, let me invite you
1. if you are a Christian, then as your serve in the church, as you bear witness to the love of God and the

salvation in the cross of Christ, 
a. do so as one who is dying to dying men women and children
b. do so with the passion of Paul

(A) the love of Christ constraining you to speak His name
(B) knowing that “Woe am I if I don’t proclaim His name”

2. if you are unsaved, then give up the pretense and come in reality to Him who is reality, Christ Jesus the
Saviour who died to give life abundant.

3. This story may be an exaggeration.  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, the author of the Sherlock Holmes mysteries,
loved practical jokes.  Once he sent a telegram to each of twelve friends.  All were men of great virtue and
respected in society.  The telegram said, “Flee at once, your secret is discovered!”  Within 24 hours, the
story goes, all twelve had left the country!  How would you react? —{5}.
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