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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Who is our speaker today? (Job 4:1)

1.  ___________ who came from Teman
2. the people of Teman seem to have been famous for ___________

B. What brought this reply from him (__________)?

1. it was in answer to Job’s ___________
a. Job 3:1-10, Job curses the day of his ___________

b. Job 3:11-19, Job wishes he had ______ at birth

c. Job 3:20-26, Job asks why he had been kept ________

2. Job had such thoughts because he was ______________________

3. so Job wrongly viewed death as a ___________

C. How did his (_________’) speech start?
1. first (Job 4:2), he makes almost an ___________ for answering

2. next (Job 4:3-4) he commends Job’s past ___________

a. Job had ministered to ______________________

b. Job did this by _________________________________

3. then (Job 4:5-6) he begins to shift to ___________

a. that Job should listen to his own ___________

b. if Job was blameless he should be able to ___________ this

D. What is his (__________’) premise — theory? (Job 4:7-9)

1. that Job was getting what he ___________

a. people ___________ what they get

b. people get what they ___________
2. this is based on the Bible truth that what a person ________ that

is also what he will ___________

3. his error was in _______________ this truth to Job’s situation
a. we have a factual situation: Job’s suffering
b. we have a true statement: sin brings suffering
c. but the two are not related in this instance

E. What ingredient did he (___________) miss — _________!

F. Question to ponder: “What are the evidences of faith in my life?”

Bible references applicable to today’s message: 

Eliphaz quoted by Paul for example in 1 Corinthians 3:19;  people of
Teman famous for its wisdom: Jeremiah 49:7;  Death as a problem
that the Lord Jesus solved:  Acts 2:24, 1 Corinthians 15;  The
sanctity of life: Genesis 2:7, Exodus 20:13, John 10:10;  People
deserve what they get: Isaiah 3:10-11, Proverbs 12:21, Psalm 1;
People get what they deserve: Psalm 92:7, 12–14; “What you sow,
you reap:” Galatians 6:6–7;  The outcome of what we are may be
deferred: Romans 2:5–11;  … but it is inevitable: Psalms 37:35-37,
Hebrews 9:27



—{1}. Job 4:1–9  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Constructive Criticism?

A. Introduction

I dreamed death came the other night   —{2}.

And heaven's gates swung wide.
Then with kindly grace an angel 
Gently ushered me inside.

And there to my astonishment
Stood folks I'd known on earth.
Some I'd criticized, judged to be
Unfit or of little worth.

Indignant words rose to my lips
But never were set free,
For every face showed stunned surprise—
Not one had expected me!

1. criticism and judgment
a. with these gifts, it’s easy to be generous; share them around
b. just as we label our indignation “righteous”, so we describe our criticism as “constructive” 
c. “I’m only trying to help!”

2. Job’s friends
a. though separated by many millennia from us
b. had no shortage of this trait that is common to us
c. which we will see today

B. Who is our Speaker Today?

Job 4:1 NIV: Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied:

1. His name is Eliphaz



a. his name may mean “God is fine gold”
b. in the Hebrew, he is called “hat-temani” or, “the Temanite”
c. we mentioned last week how some parts of his speeches

(A) quoted elsewhere in the Bible
(B) notably by Paul in 1 Corinthians 3:19, as we mentioned last Sunday

2. this people of the district of Teman
a. seem to have been famous for wisdom:

(A) Jeremiah 49:7 NAS: Concerning Edom. Thus says the LORD of hosts, “Is there no longer any
wisdom in Teman? Has good counsel been lost to the prudent? Has their wisdom decayed?”

b. these people, and Eliphaz, knew the truth
(A) even though this is the Old Testament
(B) they were not “Jews”
(C) other examples: Job himself, Melchizedek, Balaam

C. What Brought this Reply from Eliphaz?
1. to answer this we must look briefly at Job’s first speech

a. in Job 3:1–10 — Job curses the day of his birth
(A) this seems to be a popular time of year for birthdays

(1) for us as a church: as listed in church bulletin
(2) for us as a family: my wife, oldest, youngest sons
(3) these are times of celebration and joy; good wishes

(B) but Job says, stop celebrating my birth
(1) there is now no joy in remembering this day
(2) “I wish I hadn’t been born”
(3) more than once when correcting one of my boys, I have heard

(a) the cry, “I didn’t ask to be born you know!”
(b) “we both would have avoided a lot of trouble!”

(C) so, Job would not have had this trouble
(1) but then Job continues in …



b. Job 3:11–19 — and wishes that he had died at birth
(A) well, if I had to be born

(1) why did I survive childbirth?
(2) early death would have been kind, painless

(B) because, then I wouldn’t be suffering as I am today
(1) and then Job further continues in …

c. Job 3:20–26 — asking why he who suffers so is kept alive
(A) well, if I did survive childbirth

(1) why did I survive this calamity?
(2) why did I not die with my sons and servants?
(3) why wasn’t this disease fatal?

(B) and, in fact, the same hedge provided by God
(1) that Satan decried as keeping Job faithful
(2) in the prolongation of Job’s life was rather a reason for anguish
(3) Job 3:23-24 NAS: Why is light given to a man whose way is hidden, And whom God has hedged

in?  For my groaning comes at the sight of my food, And my cries pour out like water.

2. these are not healthy thoughts, but …
a. they come from a man who was not healthy

(A) they reflect his confused state — the cause of which Job has not yet penetrated nor expressed —
that comes later

(B) so when you listen to a person — even a perfect person — who is suffering, anxious, afflicted
(1) don’t expect them to have healthy thoughts
(2) don’t expect them to say all the right things

b. because, later in the book of Job, we will find that despite these words, he still has a healthy faith

3. Job — as do most people at some time — here wrongly views death as a solution; the Bible reveals it a
problem Jesus solved
a. at the risk of sounding pretentious, I was reminded of a couple of passages from Shakespeare’s Hamlet

on death



b. the first sounds like, but has nothing to do with, dieting: —{3}.

O! that this too too solid flesh would melt,
Thaw and resolve itself into a dew;
Or that the Everlasting had not fixed
His canon ’gainst self-slaughter! O God! O God!
How weary, stale, flat, and unprofitable
Seem to me all the uses of this world.

(A) how sad that many people are depressed by life
(1) not the very real medical condition of depression
(2) but by the “rat race” of everyday life

(B) that they come to view death as an out, an escape
c. the second begins with the line which we nearly all know: —{4}.

To be, or not to be: that is the question:
Whether ’tis nobler in the mind to suffer
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles,
And by opposing end them?  To die: to sleep;
No more; and, by a sleep to say we end
The heartache and the thousand natural shocks
That flesh is heir to, ’tis a consummation,
Devoutly to be wished.  To die, to sleep;
To sleep: perchance to dream: ay, there’s the rub;
For in that sleep of death what dreams may come,
When we have shuffled off this mortal coil,
Must give us pause.

(A) again, Hamlet sees death as an escape — but fears it
(1) it’s an easy idea to pursue when things go wrong
(2) people today, 400 years later, still may look on death as an easy out, an escape a solution



4. now, let me digress briefly on this subject of death as a solution
a. parents, today I want especially to speak with you

(A) your children are under pressures that we never knew
(B) death, suicide, violence are presented as viable options
(C) safeguard your children from this kind of thinking

b. example: abortion is popularly considered to be merely a minor procedure to correct a problem, an error,
a mistake
(A) but it ignores how the Bible portrays the sanctity of life
(B) and it can leave a parent with continuing regrets
(C) however, praise the Lord that

(1) we have  a forgiving God 
(2) through the death of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross for our sin, He deals with such regrets

and guilt
c. another anti-Christian threat today is euthanasia

(A) by this term I am not talking about our not wanting to having our existence prolonged artificially
once we have really died — and even then be careful what you think

(B) I am rather speaking about the so-called “mercy killing” — the deliberate assistance in suicide of
the willing as by Dr Death (Kavorkian) and his ilk and kind

(1) Chuck Colson has been tracking the progress of this movement for about 15 years —{5}.

(2) it has now been legalized in Netherlands, Oregon
(3) Colson relates even church people in the Netherlands look on this as a blessing, sparing the

elderly pain
(C) now this is being extended into a greater menace: there loom laws for the euthanasia of the

unwilling
(1) this year, 2002, being legalized in Netherlands

(a) the bastion against the Nazi death camps
(b) to be permitted for the incurable, the retarded

(2) the silence of the silent majority may again give assent to a godless law

5. but let us return from this digression — important though it be — to the book of Job



D. How did Eliphaz’ Speech Start?
1. first, almost an apology for deigning to answer Job’s words:

Job 4:2 NIV: If someone ventures a word with you, will you be impatient [or, grieved, distressed]?
But who can keep from speaking?

a. Eliphaz is still aware of Job’s great distress
(A) that had kept him and his friends silent for a week
(B) that had caused Job’s anguished words in chapter 3

b. Eliphaz says that he is reluctant to begin to speak
(A) probably began after being prompted by other friends — “You start ... you’re the eldest!”
(B) anyway, he couldn’t keep silent

(1) this is always a time to be cautious!
(2) all of us know people (besides me!) who are like this

2. then, Eliphaz commends Job’s past goodness

Job 4:3-4 NIV:  Think how you have instructed many, how you have strengthened feeble hands.  Your words
have supported those who stumbled; you have strengthened faltering knees.

a. what Job had done 
(A) when he was in position now shared by three friends

(1) implication: that is all Eliphaz is now doing
(B) Job, though priest, ruler, a general and rich

(1) ministered to many: those weakened by the trials of life — could be illness, events, poverty,
depression

(2) encompassed diverse means of helping — teaching, assisting, encouraging, comforting

3. then, Eliphaz starts to shift from commending to criticizing

Job 4:5-6 NIV: But now trouble comes to you, and you are discouraged; it strikes you, and you are
dismayed.  Should not your piety be your confidence and your blameless ways your hope?



a. first: “Job, you need some of your own medicine!”
(A) your are not accepting this as you ought
(B) you aren’t following your own past advice

b. second: “Job, aren’t you the strong Christian”
(A) so, this shouldn’t be too hard for you to take

(1) if you are pious, godly, blameless
(2) then you will be ready to accept

(a) teaching that will correct your errors
(b) chastisement to return you to God

(B) or, are you really that strong after all?
(1) if you aren’t now showing confidence and hope
(2) an implication that Job wasn’t what he had seemed

c. so, Eliphaz, thinking on Job’s past behaviour
(A) rather than imitating it

(1) strengthening Job who is now weak
(2) supporting Job who is now discouraged

(B) instead uses it as a springboard to proceed to teach Job the main premise of the three friends

E. What is Eliphaz’ Premise — His Theory?

Job 4:7-9 NIV:  Consider now: Who, being innocent, has ever perished? Where were the upright ever
destroyed?  As I have observed, those who plough evil and those who sow trouble reap it.  At the breath
of God they are destroyed; at the blast of his anger they perish.

1. this is Eliphaz presenting his “constructive criticism”
a. this will help you, Job, in your suffering and sorrow
b. “You deserve what has happened to you!”

(A) because Job was really a sinful person
(B) but Job freely admitted his sinful nature, as in Job 9:20

c. so Eliphaz misapplies a biblical truth to Job — we know this because we were given a peek into the courts
of heaven



2. it is sound teaching found elsewhere in the Bible —{6}.

a. same idea to be found in the prophet Hosea [8:7, 10:12]
b. it is that, first, people deserve what they get.

(A) Isa 3:10-11 NAS: Say to the righteous that it will go well with them, For they will eat the fruit of
their actions.  Woe to the wicked! It will go badly with him, For what he deserves will be done to
him

(B) Proverbs 12:21 NIV: No harm befalls the righteous, but the wicked have their fill of trouble.
(C) is this not the truth why we memorized Psalm 1?

c. secondly, over time, people get what they deserve
(A) Psalms 92:7 NAS:  That when the wicked sprouted up like grass, And all who did iniquity

flourished, It was only that they might be destroyed forevermore.
(B) Psalms 92:12-14 NIV: The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of

Lebanon;  planted in the house of the LORD, they will flourish in the courts of our God.  They will
still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green,

(C) but, as we know, this doesn’t always happen in this life
d. Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit

(A) presents almost a paraphrase of Eliphaz’ words
(B) Galatians 6:7-9 NAS:  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he

will also reap.  For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the
one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not lose heart in doing
good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary.

(C) or, if you sow dandelion seeds in your garden in May, don’t go out in July expecting to find
tomatoes!

3. but in misapplying this to Job, Eliphaz missed something

F. What Ingredient did Eliphaz Miss? … Faith
1. a person can have one of two positions of faith: Job, throughout all his trials, questions, and doubts

maintained his trust in God which was why this true statement did not apply to Job’s case



2. position one is unbelief: that of ploughing iniquity
a. the iniquity of rebellion or disobedience to God moral will
b. the iniquity of indifference to God and His promises
c. all of which shows in lack of faith

3. position two is having true, saving faith 
a. such faith is not lightly accepting such truth as a sort of fire insurance, but rather such faith

(A) embraces repentance from our sin
(B) abandoning all other dependency to depend on God

b. such faith permits a Christian
(A) who is but a sinner, saved by the grace of God
(B) to possess integrity, despite being weak
(C) to please God, despite failures and shortcomings

4. which position I am in determines my ultimate outcome, destiny
a. this outcome may be deferred, Romans 2:5-11 NAS:  But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant

heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment
of God,  who will ‘render to every man according to his deeds:’  to those who by perseverance in doing
good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life;  but to those who are selfishly ambitious and
do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation.  [There will be] tribulation and
distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek,  but glory and honour
and peace to every man who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For there is no partiality
with God.

b. but the outcome is inevitable, Psalms 37:35-37 NIV: I have seen a wicked and ruthless man flourishing
like a green tree in its native soil,  but he soon passed away and was no more; though I looked for him,
he could not be found.  Consider the blameless, observe the upright; there is a future for the man of
peace. 

5. so, just because Eliphaz misapplied this truth in Job’s case, do not fall into the trap of thinking it does not
apply to us today, for as Paul says, (2 Corinthians 6:2b NIV) “I tell you, now is the time of God’s favour,
now is the day of salvation.”
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