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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES —{1}.

A. Job — What Has Happened Thus Far?

¤ Job 1:1-5 we are i_____________ to Job and to his family

¤ Job 1:6-12 we are transported to h___________ to witness God’s

c___________ to Satan, and Satan getting p___________ to test Job

B. Satan’s Methods
¤ he attacks, as he did Jesus, when the person is most v_____________

¤ he attacks, giving no r_________ (or relief) to the victim

¤ he attacks the victim at their most t_________ spot

C. How Job Won this Battle for God
¤ his suffering came, not for a fault, but by the s___________ will of God

¤ Job’s victory was not by e___________ suffering nor understanding it
¤ Job’s victory was by submission in sorrow

• came at a time of utter g________ which he fully expressed

• recognized his human p_________; merely a steward of
possessions

• recognized God’s p___________; abundantly supplying blessings

• recognized God’s p_________; a believer’s most precious treasure

D. What About My Suffering?
¤ one, whether I want to be or not, I am involved in a s___________ war
¤ two, God is a sovereign, and has the rights of my ownership

• He owns me and has this right because He is the C___________

• having been lost, he owns me by right of p________ at the cross

E. How Shall I take this Truth Out from Here this Morning?

I intend to apply this message  by:

“Bibles that are falling apart usually belong to people who are not.” —{2}.

Scripture references made in, or applicable to, this message:—
The enemy in our spiritual warfare: Ephesians 6:12;  God’s
sovereignty recognized by Joseph: Genesis 50:20;  ... by Paul: Acts
14:19–22, 2 Corinthians 12:7–9;  The Question and Answer in time
of anguish: Isaiah 10:3, Philippians 1:20;  Rejoicing in suffering for
the kingdom of God: Acts 5:41, 2 Thessalonians 1:5;  Our ultimate
joy: Psalms 126:6



Job 1:13–22  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Submission in Sorrow

A. Job — What Has Happened Thus Far?
1. Act 1, Scene 1 – Job 1:1-5 – two Sundays ago

a. we were introduced to Job
(A) a man of integrity
(B) a man consistently avoiding evil

b. we were introduced to Job’s family
(A) a close-knit family of 7 sons, 3 daughters 
(B) coming together regularly for family feasts
(C) Job continually seeking their spiritual good

(1) concerned lest they had offended God
(2) providing for such offence by sacrifices
(3) telling his children about his concern

2. Act 1, Scene 2 – Job 1:6-12 – last Sunday
a. we were transported into the court of heaven

(A) the angels presented themselves
(1) “on the day when they used to come before God”
(2) implication of each giving account of his ministry

(B) and Satan — the Adversary — was there too
b. we witnessed God’s challenge to Satan

(A) “have you considered Job?”
(B) “he is a man of integrity”
(C) God let His own reputation depend on this one man, Job 

c. we saw Satan accept that challenge
(A) first he claims Job does it to serve himself
(B) then he seeks and gets permission to test Job
(C) but he was restricted to very distinct limits
(D) so we see true reason for tragedy is that a spiritual war is taking place, and we are involved — like

it or not!



3. now, today, we come back to earth and let’s take a look at ...

B. Satan’s methods
1. he is a “dirty fighter”, he doesn’t “fight fair”

a. consider the temptation of Jesus Christ [see Matthew 4, Mark 1, Luke 4]
(A) his attacks lasted while Jesus fasted 40 days
(B) but his most intense barrage at the end of that period
(C) when physically speaking Jesus was most vulnerable

b. or consider Satan’s depiction as a roaring lion
(A) supposedly brave, but send lionesses to do hunting
(B) and then they attack the weakest, slowest

c. so this is our adversary, our enemy: Ephesians 6:12 NAS:  For our struggle is not against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the
spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

2. now, behold his tactics: he sends wave after wave of oppression without respite
a. first, in Job 1:13-15 NAS:  Now it happened ... that a messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were

plowing and the donkeys feeding beside them,  and the Sabeans attacked and took them. They also slew
the servants with the edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you.”

b. then before Job could catch his breath, comes Job 1:16 NAS: While he was still speaking [Note that],
another also came and said, “The fire of God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants
and consumed them, and I alone have escaped to tell you.” 

c. and then, bang! Job 1:17 NAS: While he was still speaking [there it is again], another also came and
said, “The Chaldeans formed three bands and made a raid on the camels and took them and slew the
servants with the edge of the sword; and I alone have escaped to tell you.”

d. in two cases it was human enemies; in one, natural forces; but behind each was the hand of Satan

3. then, finally, as the last straw, he attacks the tenderest spot
a. you parents are very aware how well your children know the tenderest place, the sore spot, when they



annoy each other
(A) this knowledge comes their living with each other
(B) Satan and demons have been busy at this for millennia

b. and for Job his tender spot was his family, so watch: Job 1:13, 18-19 NAS: Now it happened on the day
when his sons and his daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, ... [then,
we have the 3 calamities we just witnessed, and then] ... While he was still speaking [and, there it is
again], another also came and said, “Your sons and your daughters were eating and drinking wine in their
oldest brother’s house,  and behold, a great wind came from across the wilderness and struck the four
corners of the house, and it fell on the young people and they died; and I alone have escaped to tell you.”
(A) while the families were yet feasting 

(1) Job had no chance to offer sacrifices on their behalf
(2) thus leaving Job in doubt and anguish on this score

(B) and the joy of this close-knit family
(1) was thus forever ravaged
(2) in one brief, sudden moment

c. Ray Stedman exclaims in a sermon “What a terrible day!” —{3}.

(A) next time you get bad news, or think you’re mistreated
(1) read through this chapter
(2) consider the trials of Job

(B) the malignancy of Satan
(1) struck to the full extent of his permission
(2) went right to the boundaries permitted him
(3) took away everything Job had.
(4) did not 

(a) ease the load
(b) stretch it out
(c) give time for preparation of heart and mind

(5) one blow after the other, four times, the hammer falls
(a) Job’s heart was crushed
(b) Job’s soul is tormented



C. How Job Won this Battle for God
1. but first, let us briefly recall why Job suffered this anguish

a. was it because 
(A) he didn’t pray enough? — No!
(B) his faith was insufficient? — No!
(C) he had done wrong? — Definitely No! — just the very opposite!

b. but because of God’s sovereign will
(A) Job had been enlisted for special service in the battle
(B) William Henry Green —{4}. says this of Satan in Job that

(1) although hating God and His people, 
(a) Satan cannot free himself from sovereign control
(b) he is bound to God’s service
(c) in his evil designs he does the work of God
(d) in his rebellious efforts to dethrone the Most High, he actually pays Him submissive homage

(2) and fiend though Satan be
(a) full of bitterness and malignity
(b) intent on every form of mischief
(c) yet, he is constrained to help the designs of grace

(C) so that Job would win the victory for God’s sake

2. Now, by what means did Job NOT achieve the victory?
a. well, NOT by escaping the suffering

(A) Job’s character didn’t divert the suffering
(B) Job’s concern for family didn’t divert the suffering
(C) Job’s prayers didn’t divert the suffering

b. NOR by discovering God’s purposes in his suffering
(A) sometimes we can find a purpose in suffering that comes into our life. You may have heard the

story of Laura Ingalls Wilder —{5}.  who had written some books that had had moderate success.
However, after her death, when the popular TV series “Little House on the Prairie” based on those



books came out, her name became almost a household word.  Laura’s books about her family’s life
on the frontier have sold far more after her death than when she was alive.  She really was a gifted
storyteller.  Ron Hutchcraft In touring the home where she wrote them, found out why.  You may
know that her older sister went blind as a teenager.  Dad Ingalls told Laura she now had a mission,
that of being eyes for her sister, to put into words what was going on around them.  That gift would
later help her tell the stories that would touch the lives of millions.

(B) but Job couldn’t know or undstand at this time 
(1) what a blessing his story would be to countless millions thereafter
(2) this is most often our own case

3. Job’s victory in a time of sorrow was by submission to God
a. now don’t make any mistake about this submission;

(A) it was not Stoicism – “I can take whatever happens”
(B) it was not the stiff upper lip of human self-control
(C) rather, it took place in the midst of utter grief
Job 1:20 NAS: Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head, and he fell to the ground and
worshipped.
(D) yes, this was indeed a response befitting a man of God, a man of integrity; or, as Rev. John Piper

—{6}. says,
(1) let your tears flow freely when your calamity comes
(2) sobs of grief and pain are not the sign of unbelief
(3) Job knows nothing of a flippant, insensitive, superficial “Praise God anyhow” response to

suffering
(4) the magnificence of his worship is because it was in grief not because it replaced grief

(E) so let us proceed to look at that worship
Job 1:21 NAS: And he said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, And naked I shall return there. The
LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD.”
b. let’s examine what made Job’s submission victorious

(A) one: his submission recognized his human position
(B) two: his submission recognized God’s providence



(C) three: his submission recognized God’s person
c. one: Job’s submission recognized his human position

(A) Naked I came from my mother’s womb, And naked I shall return there
(B) the realities of birth and death demonstrate

(1) a person never really owns anything of this world
(2) because it wasn’t part of his person at birth
(3) and when he dies he ceases to have power over it

(C) John Cornelisse is property manager for a wealthy man
(1) daily he lives and works on that property
(2) he drives that man’s car; uses that man’s equipment; and spends money for that man — sound

good?
(3) but in all this, he has to give an accounting, because all these he possesses in trust as that

man’s steward
(D) so submission as humankind to God regards all things — family, friends, home, wealth, job, even

church — as placed in our hands in trust as His stewards
d. two: Job’s submission recognized God’s providence

(A) The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away.
(B) sometimes we forget to ask ourselves the question: “where did I get all these blessings, anyway?”
(C) Ray Stedman, in the sermon I quoted, says of this verse “Thank God for the times when I did have

these things, and the enjoyment they gave me; the times with my children, and the blessings they
brought into my life. Rather than complain about the loss, I recognize God’s sovereign right to do
with me as he will. If he gives me things, he has the right to take them away. All I can do is say
‘Thank you’ for having had them as long as I did.” 

e. three: Job’s submission recognized God’s person
(A) Blessed be the name of the LORD
(B) Now we have come to the very essence of worship

(1) let Satan take all Job’s prized possessions: his staff, his livestock, his sons, later his health
(2) but Satan could not take Job’s most prized possession, God Himself

(C) it is a witness to Job’s integrity, that though losing all, he worships God, rather than cursing as
Satan had predicted



4. So the Holy Spirit concludes, confirming God’s victory by Job
Job 1:22 NAS: Through all this Job did not sin nor did he blame God.
a. Though this was Satan’s doing

(A) ultimately it was under God’s sovereign will
(1) Satan could only work in limits God established
(2) God had chosen Job to bear God’s standard

(B) In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong
(1) though it be a work in the will of God
(2) he did not curse — blame — God
(3) realizing this is God’s righteous domain, not man’s

D. What about My suffering?
1. What right has God to allow me to suffer?

a. believers ask this question
(A) doesn’t God love me?
(B) aren’t I trying to live for Him

b. unbelievers ask the same question
(A) why does God allow suffering if He is just?
(B) I try to live a good life

2. Answer one: there is a spiritual war going on
a. we’re involved in it whether we like it or not
b. we are either on one side or the other in this war

(A) every single one of us start out on Satan’s side
(1) by our human nature, inherited from Adam
(2) also by our daily choices
(3) willingly, or unwillingly, we have been conscripted to Satan’s forces in this spiritual war

(B) yet when through faith and repentance we come to Christ
(1) and we confess of Jesus Christ as our Lord



(2) this changes which side we’re on
(3) but, it doesn’t take us out of the war!

3. Answer two: God is sovereign — this is a matter of ownership
a. by right of creation: if you were to make a model racing car as have some of the kid’s club members —

and their parents — then it is yours because you have made it
b. and too, by right of purchase: consider that same model racing car, but now it lost or stolen and you

locate the “finder” and pay the finder a “reward” (or “ransom”) for its return; now it is also yours by right
of purchase

c. God has both those rights
(A) as our Creator; then Satan usurped us in the Garden
(B) as our Saviour through the payment of the death of His Son on the cross to ransom us back

4. so this passage gives partial answers, but as Tom Long  —{7}. has phrased it, “The Christian ‘answer’ to the
problem of suffering and evil, then, is not a philosophical claim that allows one to say, ‘Now this explains
it, this solves the problem,’ but rather a retelling of the Christian story in such a way that people are
enabled to live one more day, one more hour with the anguish.”

E. How Shall We Take this Truth Out from Here this Morning?
1. C. S. Lewis —{8}.

a. God whispers to us in pleasures, he speaks to us in our conscience, but he shouts at us in pain and pain
is God’s megaphone to rouse a sleeping world.

b. and when asked the question, “Why should the righteous suffer?” “Why not?” he replied. “They’re the
only ones that can handle it.” 

c. so when anguish comes to you, perhaps
(A) God is speaking to you
(B) God is speaking through you
(C) but it is certainly within His sovereign will



2. so when your calamity comes, by faith in God, gain the victory!
a. in submission, recognize your human position
b. in submission, recognize God’s providence
c. in submission, recognize God’s person
d. then when you are faced with the question of

(A) Isaiah 10:3 NAS: Now what will you do in the day of punishment, And in the devastation which will
come from afar? To whom will you flee for help? And where will you leave your wealth?

(B) you will be able to answer with the words of Paul as in Philippians 1:20 NAS: according to my
earnest expectation and hope, that I shall not be put to shame in anything, but that with all
boldness, Christ shall even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.

(C) and will find, like the writer of our closing hymn, that the things of earth – joys or sorrows – grow
strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace.
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