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Risen! [Jesus Christ and You]
John 20:1-10, Colossians 3:1-11

March 31, 2002 

SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Friday, Saturday, Sunday

1. Friday, we remember His atoning death
2. Sunday, we remember His victorious resurrection
3. many people are stuck between these two in the doubts of Saturday

B. Fact of the resurrection
1. the situation as it stood by Saturday

a. Jesus had _____________ for His mother, Mary – “Goodbye”

b. disciples were  _____________

c. the enemies seemed _____________ (rulers, Herod, Pilate)
2. the first witnesses to the resurrection

a. Mary Magdalene _____________
b. Peter raced John, looked in and  _____

c. John looked in, ______ and _____________
d. then Peter and John ______  _______ !

3. other witnesses to resurrection: 
a. Christ’s ________ 

b. historian _________ (Antiquities of Jews, Bk 18, Ch 3, § 3)
4. false theories seeking to disprove the resurrection:

a. the S_______ theory, unreasonable because

b. the disciples S_______ Him theory, unreasonable because 

c. the made up S_______ theory, unreasonable because

5. Moreland’s 5 pieces of circumstantial evidence given to Lee Strobel:
a. D__________ D_____ for their beliefs

b. the conversion of the Sk_______, James and Saul
c. the change for Jewish Christians in their S_______ 

d. the new O___________ around Christ’s death and resurrection
e. the birth, growth, survival of C_______ in antagonistic empire

C. The Impact of the Resurrection
1. it completed the  ___________ work of Christ on the cross,

demonstrating that Christ’s S_________ was acceptable to God
2. Colossians shows that we are R_______ with Christ, so we have

a. new  _______ ! new  _______ 

b. new  _______ ! new  _______ 
3. in the resurrection, Christ is the F______ - F_______, meaning

that He ...

References in today’s message:—
The story of the resurrection: Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John
20–21, 1 Corinthians 15;  Jesus’ enemies as witnesses of
resurrection: Matthew 27:62–64, 28:11–15;  Disciples were first-
hand witnesses: 1 John 1:1; Christian ordinances preach and portray
the death and resurrection of Christ: Romans 6:1–12, 1 Corinthians
11:23–26;  Christ’s resurrection completed the atonement: Romans
4:25;  Teaching about the first-fruits, Old Testament: Leviticus
23:10, Deuteronomy 26:2;  New Testament application: 1
Corinthians 16:15, Romans 8:23, James 1:18, Revelation 14:4;
Christ the first-fruit of all believers, preceding us to glory: Hebrews
2:10,  12:2, 1 Corinthians 15:20-23



—{1}. John 20:1-10, Colossians 3:1-11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Risen! [Jesus Christ and You]

A. Friday, Saturday, Sunday
1. Good Friday service, at King’s Light Community Baptist Church

a. some of you were among those there just two days ago as we remembered the death of our Lord Jesus
Christ in the communion service until He shall come again

b. a year ago we had a similar service and our devotion that day was “It’s Friday, but Sunday is a-Coming”

2. then comes Saturday
a. the disciples were in between

(A) the day of the cross with
(1) the mighty redeeming work being done
(2) the seeming end of all their hopes

(B) the day of the resurrection
(1) the joy of victory
(2) the promise of everlasting life

(C) but Saturday — the day of doubt, confusion
(1) a day of rest, but on what to rest?
(2) a day of waiting, but what for?

b. yesterday, Saturday morning,  radio announcer before the playing “He was despisèd” —{2}. from Handel’s
Messiah, spoke to the following effect: “This is where our secular world is stuck today: unable to accept
the redemption found in the cross on Friday, unable to hope in the resurrection coming on Sunday; stuck
in the doubts and confusion of Saturday”

3. but, today is Sunday: Marilyn Haverkate expressed it in this poem:  —{3}.

It’s Friday.
Jesus was nailed dead on a cross.

... but Sunday’s coming.
      It’s Friday.

Mary's crying her eyes out ’cause her baby Jesus is dead.
... but Sunday’s coming.

It’s Friday.



The disciples are running in every direction like sheep without a shepherd.
... but Sunday’s coming.

It’s Friday.
Pilate's strutting around, washing his hands 'cause he thinks he's got all the power and the victory.

... but Sunday’s coming.
It’s Friday.

People are saying, “As things have been,  so shall they always be.  You can’t change anything in this
world.”

... but Sunday’s coming.
      It’s Friday.

The temple veil ripped from top to bottom  — the earth shook — the rocks split and tombs opened.  The
centurion screamed in fear, “Truly he was the Son of God!”

... but Sunday’s coming.
It’s Sunday.

The angel, like dazzling lightning, rolled the stone away, exclaiming, “He is not here! He is risen!”
It’s Sunday! It’s Sunday! It’s Sunday!

4. today we can scan only one small area in the surface of the ocean which is this great Christian truth; we
can in no way plumb its depths 
a. despite all the omissions, may our thoughts be a blessing to you all
b. our scripture readings are united by one word: “Risen!” and I need not link them any further

B. Fact of the Resurrection
1. the Gospels portray the situation graphically

a. Jesus’ mother was now provided for
(A) so this seemed as if Jesus had given up
(B) a last goodbye thought for His mother

b. disciples scattered
(A) most had fled
(B) John and Peter had watched from afar
(C) Peter, indeed, had denied Christ

c. the enemies very much victorious



(A) Jewish high priest and rulers, judged Him
(B) Herod, titular head of nation, judged Him
(C) Pilate, Roman governor, judged Him

2. the first witnesses to the resurrection
a. Mary Magdalene misunderstands

(A) came looking to honour a dead Jesus
(B) not there? Only explanation, only thought, “He’s been moved somewhere”

b. Peter and John
(A) engaged in a foot-race

(1) John won, but didn’t enter
(2) Peter came entered and saw
(3) but John saw and believed!

(B) yet, are these the ones who will proclaim the resurrection to their fellow disciples?
(1) no, they didn’t understand the Scriptures
(2) no, they just went home
(3) no, they needed more convincing

(a) by Mary Magdalene
(b) by the disciples going to Emmaus
(c) by His appearance in their midst
(d) and so on

c. still, there were other witnesses
(A) Christ’s enemies heard Jesus’ words much better than did the disciples: Matthew 27:62-64 NAS:

Now on the next day, which is the one after the preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees
gathered together with Pilate,  and said, “Sir, we remember that when He was still alive that
deceiver said, ‘After three days I am to rise again.’  Therefore, give orders for the grave to be made
secure until the third day, lest the disciples come and steal Him away and say to the people, ‘He
has risen from the dead,’ and the last deception will be worse than the first.”

(B) these same enemies later bribed the soldiers to circulate false teaching about the resurrection
(C) Josephus —{4}. — Now there was about this time Jesus a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man;

for he was a doer of wonderful works, — a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure.



He drew over to him many Jews, and many of the Gentiles.  This man was [the] Christ; and when
Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those
that had loved him from the first did not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive the third day,
as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him;
and the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this day.

3. contrary views
a. one:  swoon theory —{5}.

(A) Dear Eutychus: Our preacher said, on Easter, that Jesus just swooned on the cross and that the
disciples nursed Him back to health. What do you think?  Sincerely,  Bewildered 
Dear Bewildered: Beat your preacher with a cat-of-nine-tails with 39 heavy strokes, nail him to a
cross; hang him in the sun for 6 hours; run a spear through his heart; embalm him; put him in an
airless tomb for 36 hours and see what happens. Sincerely, Eutychus

(B) Consider for a moment what this would entail:
(1) surviving of crucifixion

(a) all the punishment
¤ the scourging by Pilate
¤ the beating by the soldiers
¤ the cross itself

(2) the verification of death by soldiers, by thrusting a spear through His heart
(3) survival in tomb 3 days

(a) without food or water
(b) wrapped in linen shroud with 100 pounds of suffocating spices

(4) freed himself from these leaving them undisturbed
(5) moved aside the huge stone

(a) in a weakened state
(b) pushed it with injured feet and wrists
(c) overcame the armed Roman guards

(6) and then travelled quickly!
(a) walking 14 miles to Emmaus and back
(b) walked to Galilee, arriving ahead of the 12



(c) climbed a mountain there!
(7) I find this much more difficult to believe than that Almighty God the Father, who created heaven

and earth with the word of His mouth, raised Him from the dead!
b. two:  disciples stole him

(A) oldest lie
(B) Hugh Schonfield “Passover Plot”
(C) but is wholly unsuitable rationalization

(1) rag-tag disciples vs trained soldiers
(2) doubting disciples vs expectant, alert soldiers
(3) not just the soldiers but the stone

(D) if true, what would have been subsequent activity of the disciples? what their gain?
c. three: story made up later to explain Christianity

(A) by John to support teaching He was God
(B) by Paul, the Pharisee, to prove his doctrine
(C) but central to all of the New Testament 

(1) is the theme of truth
(2) that lies are an abomination
(3) truth is an objective reality; a Person

4. Moreland’s five pieces of circumstantial evidence for the resurrection as given to Lee Strobel —{6}.

a. only time to high-light them this morning
b. One: The disciples died for their beliefs

(A) those of other religions – might die for things that their leader said he saw or heard
(B) but with the disciples it was for what they themselves saw – 1 John 1:1 NASB  What was from the

beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we beheld and our hands
handled, concerning the Word of Life ...

c. Two: The conversion of the skeptics
(A) James, Jesus’ scoffing brother, became a leader of the church at Jerusalem
(B) Saul, persecutor; became Paul, apostle

d. Three: changes in society: Jewish Christians
(A) stopped offering animal sacrifices 



(B) said law was insufficient to please God
(C) observed Sunday in preference to Sabbath
(D) monotheists, gave complete deity to Jesus
(E) Christ (Messiah) spiritual saviour, not political leader who would free Jewish nation

e. Four: new ordinances remembering these days
(A) Lord’s supper – His death until His return
(B) baptism – not merely initiation as was Jewish, but a depiction of His death and resurrection

f. Five: the emergence, growth and survival of the Church in midst of an antagonistic empire
g. to which we can add the list of converted critics, just to name a few: Simon Greenleaf (c.1850, lawyer),

Frank Morison (c.1930, lawyer), and Lee Strobel (today, journalist) himself
h. to which we can add the testimony of untold millions in the world today “I know that He is living

whatever man may say ... you ask me how I know He lives, He lives withing my heart!”  —{7}.

C. Impact of the Resurrection
1. Firstly, the completion of atoning work

a. God’s acceptance of Christ as the sacrifice
(A) demonstrates Christ’s death not that of a misguided, self-appointed martyr
(B) demonstrates that the God appointed sacrifice satisfied fully God’s justice
(C) demonstrates the defeat of sin and its power

b. Romans 4:25 NAS: He who was delivered up because of our transgressions, and was raised because of
our justification.

2. Next, from Colossians, everything new in Christ
a. new life and a new expectation, a new hope

(A) Colossians 3:1a, 3, 4a NKJV: If then you were raised with Christ, ... for  For you died, and your life
is hidden with Christ in God ...  When Christ who is our life shall appear, then shall we also appear
with Him in glory ...

(B) Christ’s death dealt with our sin: its guilt and its punishment
(C) Christ’s resurrection is our source of life

b. new affection; a new spiritual appetite
(A) Colossians 3:1b, 2 NKJV: ... seek those things which are above ... Set your mind on things above,

not on things on the earth. 



c. new Lord; an exalted Lord
(A) Colossians 3:1c NKJV: ... above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.

d. new “clothing” 
(A) Col 3:8a, 10a NKJV: But now you yourselves are to put off all these: ... and have put on the new

man ...

3. lastly for today’s examples, promise of the first-fruits
a. God-consecrated first-fruits of Old Testament

(A) Leviticus 23:10 NKJV:  Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When you come into the
land which I give to you, and reap its harvest, then you shall bring a sheaf of the first-fruits of your
harvest to the priest.’

(B) Deuteronomy 26:2 NKJV: that you shall take some of the first of all the produce of the ground,
which you shall bring from your land that the LORD your God is giving you, and put it in a basket
and go to the place where the LORD your God chooses to make His name abide. [that is, the temple
or tabernacle]

(C) this offering has two messages
(1) give the very first of the harvest to show that it all belongs to God
(2) give the very first to show trust in God to supply all needs by what comes later

b. term used a number of ways in New Testament
(A) the first new believers in Achaia – 1 Cor 16:15
(B) believers receiving first-fruits of redemption in the Person of the Holy Spirit – Rom 8:23
(C) the faithful, martyred 144,000 in Rev 14:4
(D) those set apart for God’s service James 1:18

c. but today, Christ as the first-fruit of all believers
(A) Hebrews 2:10 NKJV: For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things,

in bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.
(1) captain: literally, “first in leading”

(B) Hebrews 12:2 NKJV: looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that
was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand
of the throne of God.

(1) author, that same word as “captain”, above: “first in leading”



(C) 1 Corinthians 15:20-23 NKJV: But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the first-
fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  For since by man came death, by Man also came the
resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.  But each
one in his own order: Christ the first-fruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming.

(D) in short
(1) where he has led, we will follow
(2) we are going to be in glory
(3) we are going to rise again 

D. Conclusion
1. Christ’s resurrection is a historical event
2. Christ’s resurrection is not merely a historical event
3. Christ’s resurrection means that He lives today and He can change your life today into life eternal
4. Christ’s resurrection means victorious life today 
5. Where do you stand with the resurrection?
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