
—{1}. Philippians 2:5–11, Matthew 27:1–54 March 24, 2002  Hosanna! ... Crucify Him!

[This message was intended as a memorial of Christ’s death enacted by the members of the congregation.  They participated throughout
in recounting the events on that first “Palm Sunday” and in the reading of the Scriptures. For that, and other reasons, there is no
corresponding congregational handout.  The written version of this memorial could have been shortened by merely including the references
of the passages read from the Bible.  However, in this case, these passages are the message and so are included – the comments around
them are in the main merely explanatory and clarifying.  RGH]

A. The Fickle Crowd
1. most people know the name of Tiger Woods

a. entered professional golf with $millions in sponsorships – wouldn’t be poor if he never won
b. has broken records left and right, winning many times in a sport where some have had 5, 10, 15 years

go by since their last (if ever!) win
c. with great cheers from the gallery on every shot
d. but until last weekend, he hadn’t won an event for the previous six months – 

(A) “He’s lost his desire”
(B) “He’s lost his focus – his concentration”
(C) “His putting is off;” “his drives are off;” “his short irons are off;” “his long irons are off”
(D) yesterday’s hero quickly becomes today’s goat to the fickle sports fans and media

2. many a politician, an actor, a sports figure, or a leader has found the fickle crowd to be the same
a. today comes the loud praise: “Hosanna!”
b. tomorrow from the same mob, “Crucify Him!”

B. Hosanna!
1. Let’s have Sunday Bible Class tell us the story: [the Sunday morning Adult Bible Class examined the four gospel accounts

of “Palm Sunday” and here they described the following themes as part of the message; I have included a précis of their comments.]
a. donkey [Jesus had already found the donkeys before He sent the two disciples to “find” it; his riding on the colt was a sign of

royalty coming in peace]
b. palm leaves [waving these, and spreading their cloaks, was a mark of joy and acclamation at the coming of the King]
c. weeping [Jesus in sorrow saw beyond today’s praise, even beyond Calvary, to when Jerusalem would be destroyed by Titus

and its people dispersed]
d. miracles [people came to Jesus for the miracles he did, particularly remembering the recent raising of Lazarus from the dead]



e. Pharisees [along with other Jewish rulers and lawyers, were upset by the praise, the miracles and the threat to their position
and authority]

2. the apparent high point of the ministry of Jesus Christ – “the whole world has gone after Him!”

C. ... and after an interval of a few days ...
1. the following week is just filled with events

a. cleansing of the temple
b. the barren fig tree
c. parables describing the kingdom of God
d. teaching disciples alone about the kingdom’s coming at the Son of Man’s return in glory
e. confrontation of the Pharisees and exposure of  their false teaching and hypocrisy
f. the development of the plot to kill Jesus
g. Jesus spending the last day or so in close communion with His disciples, preparing them and partaking

of the passover with them

2. now, we had a scripture reading from the epistles
a. Philippians 2:5–11 provides the heavenly point of view of these events
b. God was in control of all these proceedings
c. His most holy plan was being carried out

D. Crucify Him!
When morning came, all the chief priests and elders of the people plotted against Jesus to put Him to death.  And when they had bound
Him, they led Him away and delivered Him to Pontius Pilate the governor. Matthew 27:1–2 (NKJV)

1. Friday morning
a. now we come to the greatest day of history

(A) Resurrection, too, is important but 
(1) it required this great event first
(2) resurrection was inevitable: because Jesus is the Son of God

(B) creation, incarnation likewise important, but are only preparatory for this day
b. Good Friday — what’s good about it? —{2}.



(A) the situation seemed to call for a miracle
(1) why didn’t a God of justice intervene?
(2) even the onlookers felt this way

(B) Jesus didn’t deserve crucifixion – everyone knew that, even His enemies
(C) evil seemed to be triumphing
(D) but in this day 

(1) for which all creation had waited
(2) God dealt once for all with our sin and reconciled us back to Himself by faith
(3) it is “Good” because of the result!
(4) so let us use this morning to look at the people and the events of the day

Then Judas, His betrayer, seeing that He had been condemned, was remorseful and brought back the thirty
pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders,  saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” And they
said, “What is that to us? You see to it!”  Then he threw down the pieces of silver in the temple and departed,
and went and hanged himself.  But the chief priests took the silver pieces and said, “It is not lawful to put
them into the treasury, because they are the price of blood.”  And they consulted together and bought with
them the potter’s field, to bury strangers in.  Therefore that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day.
Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver,
the value of Him who was priced, whom they of the children of Israel priced,  and gave them for the potter’s
field, as the LORD directed me.” Matthew 27:3–10 (NKJV)

2. Remorse, but not Repentance
a. Judas’ plans

(A) many surmises over his motivations
(B) but no question as to his character

(1) a thief and a betrayer
(2) but what was his profit? 30 silver coins?
(3) small coin vs. being kingdom’s treasurer

(C) didn’t repent; felt remorse things went badly
(1) so could no longer live with himself



(2) many a person having turned his back on Christ has found himself in same position
b. Pharisees’ plans

(A) Judas’ change of mind was of no concern
(B) they had accomplished their purpose so far
(C) but here you can see into their souls

(1) no remorse in slaying an innocent man
(2) but academic care in the proper and right religious use of 30 silver coins; how meticulously

correct in things that didn’t matter!  how wrong in those that did!
c. God’s plans

(A) not an accident to a God of limited means
(B) no hiccough in God’s plan
(C) it’s all part of what He said to Jeremiah that he would do more than 600 years before and as

explained later by Zechariah
(D) can’t be a fake: Jesus’ enemies did it!

Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?”
So Jesus said to him, “It is as you say.”  And while He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He
answered nothing.  Then Pilate said to Him, “Do You not hear how many things they testify against You?”  But
He answered him not one word, so that the governor marvelled greatly. Matthew 27:11–14 (NKJV)

3. “As a sheep ...”
a. An amazing trial: since Jesus’ time has come

(A) until now had kept secret that He was Christ
(B) now He acknowledges, in court, His person

b. Pilate amazed
(A) had heard many a criminal’s excuses
(B) but here, an innocent man, is silent

c. God is not amazed, He’s amazing: Isaiah 53:7 NASB:  He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He
did not open His mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its
shearers, So He did not open His mouth.



Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to releasing to the multitude one prisoner whom they wished.
And at that time they had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas.  Therefore, when they had gathered together,
Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release to you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” For
he knew that they had handed Him over because of envy.  While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife
sent to him, saying, “Have nothing to do with that just Man, for I have suffered many things today in a dream
because of Him.”  But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitudes that they should ask for Barabbas
and destroy Jesus.  The governor answered and said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release to
you?” They said, “Barabbas!”  Pilate said to them, “What then shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They
all said to him, “Let Him be crucified!”  Then the governor said, “Why, what evil has He done?” But they cried
out all the more, saying, “Let Him be crucified!” Matthew 27:15–23 (NKJV)

4. Wrong Choices
a. by Pilate

(A) chose not to make decision himself
(B) chose to ignore all wrongs of Jesus’ trial

(1) Annas’ examination had no witnesses
(2) Jesus absent when condemned
(3) Jewish trial had been by night
(4) sentenced on the day of His trial
(5) capital charge trial day before Sabbath
(6) the suborning of witnesses

b. by the crowd – rather than Jesus, a good man
(A) Barabbas who was notorious
(B) Barabbas who was an insurrectionist
(C) Barabbas who was a murderer

When Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but rather that a tumult was rising, he took water and washed
his hands before the multitude, saying, “I am innocent of the blood of this just Person. You see to it.”  And all
the people answered and said, “His blood be on us and on our children.”  Then he released Barabbas to them;



and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified. Matthew 27:24–26 (NKJV)

5. Three Men
a. Pilate

(A) sought to distance himself from the affair
(B) but his actions belied this – punishing Jesus the Innocent brought guilt on himself
(C) cared more for the praise of men than God
(D) rejected the One who could bring salvation

b. Jesus who refused to save Himself, for our sakes
c. Barabbas

(A) was saved in spite of himself and his crimes
(B) and is an illustration of God’s grace: one who was deserving of death, but because of Jesus’ death

was given life

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole garrison around Him.
And they stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him.  When they had twisted a crown of thorns, they put it
on His head, and a reed in His right hand. And they bowed the knee before Him and mocked Him, saying, "Hail,
King of the Jews!"  Then they spat on Him, and took the reed and struck Him on the head.  And when they had
mocked Him, they took the robe off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him away to be crucified.  Now
as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. Him they compelled to bear His cross.  And
when they had come to a place called Golgotha, that is to say, Place of a Skull, Matthew 27:27–33 (NKJV)

6. “Taken from Judgment”
a. in Pilate and in the Roman soldiers are shown

(A) the guilt of all nations in His death; of us
(B) the character of fallen mankind; of us
(C) yet that He is King despite their derision

b. all this fulfilled God’s plan: Isaiah 53:8 AV:  He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall
declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people
was he stricken.



they gave Him sour wine mingled with gall to drink. But when He had tasted it, He would not drink.  Then they
crucified Him, and divided His garments, casting lots, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the
prophet: “They divided My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots.”  Sitting down, they kept
watch over Him there.  And they put up over His head the accusation written against Him: THIS IS JESUS THE
KING OF THE JEWS.  Then two robbers were crucified with Him, one on the right and another on the left. 

Matthew 27:34–38 (NKJV)
7. “Despised and Rejected”

a. He suffered a pain so great, a word was invented for it: excruciating – out of the cross
There is a green hill far away, outside a city wall
Where the dear Lord was crucified who died to save us all
We may not know, we cannot tell, what pain He had to bear
But we believe it was for us, He hung and suffered there. —{3}.

b. Isaiah 53:2b–3a AV: ... he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire
him.  He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him;
...

c. now, all mankind has rejected the messenger, the Son, sent from God to bring salvation to all people

And those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads  and saying, “You who destroy the temple and build it in three days,
save Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross.”  Likewise the chief priests also, mocking with the scribes and
elders, said, “He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He is the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and we will
believe Him.  He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now if He will have Him; for He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’”  Even the robbers who
were crucified with Him reviled Him with the same thing. Matthew 27:39-44 (NKJV)

8. “We esteemed Him not”
a. Isaiah 53:3b–6 AV: ... he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows:

yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.  All we like sheep have gone
astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

b. and the great deed is carried out: calmly, in majesty
(A) His life given for ours
(B) He is made to be sin for us who knew no sin

Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all the land.  And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a



loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”  Some of those who stood there,
when they heard that, said, “This Man is calling for Elijah!”  Immediately one of them ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine and
put it on a reed, and offered it to Him to drink.  The rest said, “Let Him alone; let us see if Elijah will come to save Him.”  And Jesus cried
out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. Matthew 27:45-50(NKJV)

9. In such a fashion then, dies the King
a. so the greatest event of all history takes place

(A) God, who is of purer eyes than to behold evil
(B) the Son of God, having been made sin in our place
(C) the Trinitarian Persons till now linked in eternal fellowship
(D) in some way incomprehensible to us, since the Son of God bears our sins,  that fellowship is broken: “My God, My God,

why hast Thou forsaken me?”
b. and the Son of God lays down His life

(A) no man takes it away from Him
(B) the ultimate proof of His love: giving His love for His own

Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split,  and the
graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised;  and coming out of the graves after His
resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many.  So when the centurion and those with him, who were guarding Jesus,
saw the earthquake and the things that had happened, they feared greatly, saying, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

Matthew 27:51-54(NKJV)
10. Mighty Signs – stones crying out!

a. what was in everyone’s thoughts?
(A) the centurion ... this was a divinity (not a Christian, but a pagan understanding of this term)
(B) the disciples ... it’s over, but what’s happening?
(C) the rulers ... we’ll make sure we’ve put a stop to all this
(D) the people ... what does this all mean?

b. the incontrovertible evidence of God’s success was there
(A) the temple veil rent in two from top to bottom
(B) now, forever, the barrier between God and man has been torn down

(1) the serpent has bruised the heel of the Seed, but
(2) the serpent’s head has received the fateful bruise (Genesis 3:15)
(3) sin’s power has been destroyed
(4) salvation has come to mankind!

E. What Will You Do With Jesus?
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