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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES

Background to today’s Bible passages
¤ lamb for either the Passover or sin-offering must be ______  _______

¤ John the Baptist announced that Jesus was the _______ of _____

Christ, the Perfect Lamb of God – unblemished by sin

¤ first witness to His sinlessness: the ___________ rulers
¤ second witness to His sinlessness: the Roman governor, _________

¤ third witness to His sinlessness: the ________ _________ when He
inspired the Bible writers who recorded His purity

Christ, the Perfect Lamb of God – fulfilling His ministry

¤ He preached the _________ essential to bring us __________ life

¤ He _____________ the Father God, that is He did the Father’s will,

which is shown because the Father said He was __________ with Jesus

¤ He proclaimed ______ through His ministry

¤ His ministry satisfied the Old Testament ___________ of salvation

Christ, the Perfect Lamb of God - Eternal
¤ God’s covenant name “Jehovah” or “Yahweh” is related to His

statement to Moses where He described Himself as
“_____________________”

¤ the Jews realized Jesus’ claim to be God because of His use of “__  ___”

Scriptural References in today’s message:
About the passover: Exodus 12:1-13, Deuteronomy 16:1-8; The sin
offering: Leviticus 4; John the Baptist heralds Jesus: John 1:29;
Christ’s sinlessness: Hebrews 4:15, 1 Peter 2:22, 2 Corinthians 5:21;
Jesus’ ministry of truth: John 1:16-17, John 14:6, 1 John 5:20;
Father accepts Jesus’ ministry: Matthew 3:17, 17:5, Luke 22:42;
Jesus proclaimed gospel of life: Isaiah 61:1–2, Luke 4:18, John
10:10; Jesus satisfied Old Testament promises: 2 Corinthians 1:20;
God’s sacred name: Exodus 3:13-14; Jesus’ High Priestly ministry:
Hebrews 7:24-28; Jesus Christ and the passover: 1 Corinthians 5:7-
8; Cleansing power of the blood: 1 Peter 1:2, 18-19; Spiritual
worship: John 4:23; Eternal inheritance of the Christian: 1 Peter 1:4;
Christ gives life: John 17:3

to refer to Himself; this is evident because they tried to ________ Him

¤ as the eternal Lamb of God, He can cover sin of ____ men of ____ ages,

the appropriated sacrifice to be offered by our eternal ______
_______

Christ, the Perfect Lamb of God - the Reality!

¤ a key theme in Hebrews is _____  ______  ______ (Hebrews 9:14), for

the Old Testament offerings were ______, but Jesus Christ is the Reality
¤ the five realities presented in Hebrews 9:11-15 are the Perfect Lamb

1. is offered into the _____________ in reality

2. is the ___________ in reality

3. pays for (provides) ____________ in reality

4. effects ___________ in reality

5. establishes God’s ____________ in reality
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A. Life in the Blood: —{2}.

1. Reeve Betts and Paul Brand 
a. missionary hospital in Vellore, India
b. difficulty in trying to set up a blood bank
c. Indian people themselves the biggest challenge

(A) blood is life [just as it says in Leviticus 17:11]
(B) who can tolerate the thought of giving up lifeblood

d. one case, a 12-year old girl had a very bad lung
(A) to save her life must be surgery to remove this lung
(B) this took at least three pints of blood, but only had one
(C) family members nodded with appropriate gravity
(D) ... told they must donate two more
(E) ... elders huddled then said, “Yes, willing to pay for them”

e. Reeve Betts flushed red at their response.  
(1) veins in his neck began to build
(2) shining bald head an index of his loss of patience

(A) controlled his voice
(1) no other source of blood; could not be purchased.
(2) may as well take the girl home and let her die

(B) family conference, lively discussion, concession:
(1) elders pushed forward frail old woman, 95 pounds
(2) family offered her as a transfusion donor

f. Reeve stared at the sleek, well-fed men who so decided
(A) his anger took over; then in speaking in Tamil
(B) haltingly, but expressively he blasted the family
(C) finally, dramatically, Reeve rolled up his own sleeves

(1) called over to Dr. Brand, “Come on, Paul — I can’t stand this!  I won’t let that poor girl die just
because of these cowardly fellows.  Bring the needle and bottle and take my blood.” 



(2) the family fell silent and watch in awe as Brand fixed the cuff ... swabbed the skin ... plunged
the needle into the vein ... began to fill the bottle

(D) at once there was a great babel of voices.  “Look, the sahib doctor is giving his own life!”   
(E) onlookers called “shame” at the family for letting the great doctor give himself with so many kinfolk

present

g. So Jesus Christ, the Perfect Lamb, gave His own blood for us

B. Today’s Scriptures were read to convey this message
1. but, first, some background information

a. the Passover, as depicted in Exodus 12:1-13 
(A) first enacted in the land of Egypt
(B) to be the beginning of the year for Israelites
(C) “Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year; ye shall take it from the sheep, or

from the goats” [verse 5]
(D) killed at dusk by each family in the congregation
(E) the blood put on the side-posts and lintel
(F) eaten completely in readiness to depart
(G) it is the LORD’s passover, because He went through the land of Egypt in that night, and when He

saw the blood, He would pass over that house
b. the sin offering, a sacrifice for sin, for example in: Leviticus 4:32 AV:  And if he bring a lamb for a sin

offering, he shall bring it a female without blemish. 
c. related to Jesus by John the Baptist John 1:29 AV:  The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and

saith, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”

2. Jesus Christ is the Perfect Lamb of God because
a. He was unblemished by sin
b. He fulfilled His ministry
c. He is eternal
d. He is the reality



C. Christ, the Perfect Lamb of God — unblemished by sin
1. John 8:46 NAS:  Which one of you convicts Me of sin? If I speak truth, why do you not believe Me?

2. first witness was the group of religious rulers who could find no sin
a. they were unable to answer Him here
b. later they had to suborn false witnesses to get Him crucified

3. second witness was judicial authority (Pilate) could find no fault

4. third witness (only need two by law!): the Holy Spirit
a. Who is the Ultimate authority respecting sin

(A) on account of His Character — Spirit of Holiness
(B) on account of His Ministries, these being, among others

(1) to convict people of sin
(2) to make God’s children holy

b. He gives this witness in the Bible He has inspired
(A) Hebrews 4:15 NAS For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses,

but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.
(B) Peter inspired by the Holy Spirit, who knew Jesus Christ well for over three years, tells us He “...

committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in his mouth” (1 Peter 2:22 NAS)
(C) Paul, again inspired by the Holy Spirit, tells that God “made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our

behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him”  in 2 Corinthians 5:21 NAS
(1) you cannot be made into that which your already are
(2) “know” is used in the pragmatic, Hebraic meaning: to realize something in one’s own life
(3) so, this passage means that Christ was sinless

D. Christ, the Perfect Lamb of God — fulfilling His ministry
1. first and foremost, the messenger of the truth, of the True God

a. in our reading today, John 8:45-46, 55 AV: 



(A) I tell you the truth, ye believe me not
(B) if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me?
(C) ye have not known him; but I know him: and if I should say, I know him not, I shall be a liar like

unto you: but I know him, and keep his saying
b. this was essential to His ministry: John 1:16-17 NAS

(A) the Law was given through Moses
(B) grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.

c. this is what brings us eternal life: 1 John 5:20 NAS 
(A) Son of God has come ... has given us understanding
(B) that we might know Him who is true
(C) we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ
(D) this is the true God and eternal life

2. second aspect of His ministry was that He honoured the Father
a. again from our Scripture reading, John 8:49-50, 54 AV

(A) I have not a devil; but I honour my Father
(B) I seek not mine own glory:
(C) if I honour myself, my honour is nothing: it is my Father that honoureth me

b. “S-D-G” — Soli Deo Gloria, “To God alone be the glory.”  On each manuscript he completed, Johann
Sebastian Bach wrote these three letters —{3}.

c. but consider Jesus Christ’s whole life
(A) at His baptism at the start of His ministry, the commendation of God the Father is, [Matthew 3:17

NAS]:  “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased” 
(B) at His transfiguration, over 2 years of ministry, the commendation of God the Father is, [Matthew

17:5 NAS]:  “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased” 
(C) at the end of His ministry in Gethsemane, His prayer is [Luke22:42 NAS:] “Not my will, but Thine

be done”

3. third element in His ministry was that proclaimed life
a. from our Bible reading: John 8:51 AV: Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall



never see death.
b. at the start of His ministry [Luke 4:18 NAS:] The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because He has anointed

me to preach the Gospel – fulfilling prophecy of Isaiah 61:1–2
c. in the midst of His ministry [John 10:10 NAS:]  I came that they might have life, and might have it

abundantly.

4. satisfied (ie., fulfilled) the Old Testament promises
a. once more from John 8:56 AV: Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad.
b. potential (or “positional”) vs. kinetic (or “action”) energy

(A) both real (example: static electricity vs. electric current)
(B) reality is evidenced in transformation from one to other

c. promises of spiritual salvation
(A) OT have a potential working; NT have a kinetic working
(B) but transformation, in mind of God, is fait accompli: the cross

E. Christ, the Perfect Lamb of God — eternal
1. Let’s look once more at the passage read: in John 8:58-59 NAS: Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to

you, before Abraham was born, I AM.”  Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid
Himself, and went out of the temple.

2. The covenant name of God
a. it is called the “Tetragrammaton” – four letters

(A) explain the origin of English rendering “Jehovah”
(B) postulated original being “Yahweh”
(C) this name derived from the verb “to be”
(D) explained by God’s words to Moses, Exodus 3:13-14 AV:

(1) Moses: ... when I ... say unto [the Israelites], 
(a) the God of your fathers hath sent me unto you
(b) they shall say to me, What is his name? 
(c) what shall I say unto them?  



(2) God: ... I AM THAT I AM ... thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me
unto you.

(E) many renderings possible into English, but underlying force is that God is the One who exists solely
because He exists, without any cause or source external to Himself, unbounded by time or any
other limitation

(F) this idea is captured in Jewish prayer book in English (c1905), which renders this sacred name of
God as “the Eternal”

b. but look ... the Lord Jesus Christ
(A) applied this Name to Himself!
(B) and what He meant is confirmed by the reaction of rulers

(1) they thought he should be stoned
(2) they considered this to be blasphemy

3. An eternal Lamb is Perfect for the ...
a. ... taking away sins of the world because 

(A) this Lamb is sufficient for all time
(B) this Lamb is available to all men of all ages
(C) this Lamb applied to all those of the household of faith

b. ... sealing of an eternal covenant
c. ... providing of eternal salvation
d. ... accompanying our eternal High Priest into Holy Place
e. the writer to the Hebrews [confirms this in] 7:24-28 NAS: 

(A) He [Jesus], on the other hand, because He abides forever, holds His priesthood permanently.  
(B) Hence, also, He is able to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always

lives to make intercession for them. 
(C) For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from

sinners and exalted above the heavens;  
(1) who does not need daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins, and

then for the sins of the people, 
(2) because this He did once for all when He offered up Himself.  



(D) For the Law appoints men as high priests who are weak, but the word of the oath, which came after
the Law, appoints a Son, made perfect forever. 

(E) cannot today even begin to plumb the depths of this passage, but note two things
(1) Jesus Christ is both Sacrifice and Sacrificer
(2) as Sacrificer (High Priest) it is apt that He be eternal
(3) in like fashion, as Sacrifice, it is apt that He be eternal

F. Christ, the Perfect Lamb of God — the Reality!
1. Hebrews 9:11-15, key thought “How much more”, verse 14

a. this is an ongoing theme in the epistle to the Hebrews
(A) eg.,  Hebrews 1:1–2 AV:  God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto

the fathers by the prophets,  Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son ...
(1) former revelations: good, authoritative, true, so on;
(2) revelations in Christ: final, complete, bearing the authority of the Presence of God the Son

Himself
(B) this theme applied throughout Hebrews

(1) former places of worship, sacrifices, the ordinances and commands are shown to be
(a) mere types, pictures, illustrations
(b) to reveal the Reality, the Person of the Son

(2) this will be the theme of the video, “Messiah and the Passover”, at our fellowship in the home
of the Coulter’s next Sunday evening at 6:30 pm

b. now consider these five verses we read earlier
(A) these are not about the Passover

(1) because that was killed and feasted on by the congregation of the people, not just the High
Priest

(2) you can look at the connection of the Messiah [Christ] to the Passover in 1 Corinthians 5:7-8
(B) but, these verses have to do with the sin offerings

(1) which the priest offered on behalf
(a) of himself



(b) of the whole people of Israel
(c) of the leaders
(d) individual penitents

(2) first in the tabernacle, later in the temple
(C) there are five realities in Jesus Christ which show how He supersedes the types in the Old

Testament

2. the five realities
a. one: the Perfect Lamb is offered into the tabernacle in reality

(A) Hebrews 9:11 NKJV:  But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater
and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation.

(B) not made with hands, not part of this creation as were the earthly tabernacle and temple that
foreshadowed this reality ... that is, the heavenly dwelling of God

b. two: the Perfect Lamb is the sacrifice in reality
(A) Hebrews 9:12a NKJV:   Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered

the Most Holy Place ...
Not all the blood of beasts But Christ the heav’nly Lamb
On Jewish altars slain Takes all our sins away;
Could give the guilty conscience peace A sacrifice of nobler name,
Nor wash away the stain And richer blood than they. —{4}.

(B) all those animals only portrayed, in but poor fashion, the blood of Him who alone has power to bear
our sin

(C) so this is the sacrifice that is sufficient for all because it’s real

c. three: the Perfect Lamb pays for the redemption in reality
(A) Hebrews 9:12b NKJV: ...  He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal

redemption.
(B) under the law, even though

(1) the priest had sacrificed his own behalf and that of all Israel, of its leaders and of individuals



(2) every new offence required a new sacrifice to be made
(C) but the Sacrifice of Jesus Christ atones for all of our sin: past, present, future — once for all the

ransom demanded is paid
(D) that is redemption in reality because it lasts forever

d. four: the Perfect Lamb effects a cleansing in reality
(A) Hebrews 9:13-14 AV:  For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling

the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:  How much more shall the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God?

(B) the ceremonies of the Law were limited
(1) dealt with the external and the apparent
(2) cleansed only the flesh – the physical being  – so making a person’s worship to be acceptable

(C) Dr Paul Brand wrote about this verse: —{5}.

(1) I used to think it strange that the Bible keeps talking about the cleansing power of the blood (1
Peter 1:2). It seemed to me that blood was messy stuff.  I needed to wash my white lab coats
if they became stained with blood.

(2) Today, I love the analogy; it is so true of the body. The blood is constantly cleansing every cell,
and washing away all the debris that accumulates all the time. I like [this verse] in Hebrews.

(D) so it is with the cleansing from the Lamb of God
(1) is internal – reaching our inner nature
(2) cleanses our very conscience

(a) that which recognizes God’s holiness
(b) to which the Holy Spirit speaks telling us of our guilt
(c) and removing the burden of that guilt

(E) so that we can now serve God
(1) not with the worship found in ceremony and formality
(2) but in spirit and truth [John 4:23]— in reality as God requires

e. five: the Perfect Lamb establishes God’s covenant in reality



(A) Hebrews 9:15 AV:  And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of
death, for the redemption of the transgressions [that were] under the first testament, they which
are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.

(B) the old covenant
(1) it was made in a number of stages

(a) progressively revealing God’s plan
(b) to the patriarchs, to Israel through Moses, and so on

(2) and in the Old Testament was always a covenant of
(a) promise
(b) anticipation
(c) partial and unfulfilled

(C) but in Christ the old covenant is revealed as reality
(1) the Transcontinental railroad, the Panama Canal, the Brooklyn Bridge, the Trans-Alaska and

Trans-Canada pipelines, and most recently the “Chunnel” under the English channel – all great
engineering feats, joining two widely separated things – how much more has Christ removed the
great gulf between man and God —{6}.

(2) 2 Corinthians 1:20 NKJV For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the
glory of God through us.

(3) this inheritance was not of an earthly country, a temporal city, or passing riches, but an eternal
one:  1 Peter 1:4 NAS:  to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not
fade away, reserved in heaven for you,

G. Conclusion: Christ, the Perfect Lamb of God — gives Life
1. John 17:3 NAS:  And this is eternal life, that they may know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ

whom Thou hast sent.

2. so let us conclude, as we began today, with a hymn of praise, which is also a hymn of invitation to any who
have not availed themselves of the salvation to be found in Jesus Christ, the Perfect Lamb
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