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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. What is Freedom? It involves

¤  freedom of  O______________ to do what we can

¤  freedom of  A__________ to pursue our wishes

¤  freedom of  D__________ to do what brings joy

¤  freedom of a legitimate  D_____________, eternal life.
B. Whence is Freedom?

¤  only our  C________ knows our design and can provide the answer

¤  Jesus Christ has the credentials to speak with A_____________

¤  Jesus Christ is the  R__________ who can give these freedoms
C. Our Scripture passages
¤  John 6:1–14

• occurred at time of P___________ a year before the crucifixion

• those fed numbered ______ men; later he fed _______

• the food that matters endures, is destined, to  E________ life 
¤  Galatians 4:21-31

• since Sarah didn’t  B________ God, Ishmael came to be born

• Isaac was born, thus fulfilling God’s P_________

• this passage is an A__________, with a spiritual meaning

• Paul gives the authorized explanation of this:  I_________ is the old

covenant practised in the earthly Jerusalem;  I_________ is the new

Some passages of scripture related to today’s message:—  The story
of Hagar: Genesis 16;  The eternal relationship between God the
Father and God the Son: John 10:30, 17:21;  Real freedom comes
only in Jesus Christ: John 8:36, 10:10, Romans 7 and 8;  People
followed Jesus for wrong kind of bread: John 6:26–35;  The ministry
of a prophet: Deuteronomy 13:1–3, 18:15–22;  Role of near kinsman
(redeemer): Ruth 3;  Jesus Christ was without sin: Matthew 1:20, John
18:38, 19:4–6, Hebrews 4:15;  Purpose of law, to show God’s moral
will: Leviticus 18:4-5, to lead us to Christ: Galatians 3:24-25

covenant of freedom in the heavenly Jerusalem found in   C______ rather

than in the   L______ and works.
D. Christ is the Prophet

¤  He was one who taught, telling forth the   M_________ of God

¤  His prophetic office was confirmed by His doing the W_____ of God 
¤  Some people consider Him to be a “prophet” in the sense that

¤  Jesus knew that the people mainly followed Him because

E. Christ the Redeemer

¤  “Redeem” means to   B_____ back or out of debt and so make free

¤  natural law show us to be in bondage to D______

¤  spiritual law shows us to be in bondage to   S_____
¤  until we come to Christ, we cannot obey the moral law God desires in us

¤  Christ can redeem us from the law’s bondage, since He  F_________ it

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free
from the law of sin and of death. Romans 8:1-2 NAS     
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A. What is Freedom?
1. I am indebted to Rev. John Piper, writer and pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church for the following: —{2}.

a. In order to be free in the fullest sense you have to have opportunity, ability and desire to do what will
make you happy in a thousand years.  Another way to say it would be that there are four stages of
freedom on the way to the full freedom for which everyone longs:
(A) freedom of opportunity to do what we can
(B) freedom of ability to do what we desire
(C) freedom of desire to do what will bring us unending joy

b. and we’ll come to the fourth in just a moment

2. he continues with an example: Skydiving, anyone?
a. on the way to Buttonville airport

(A) your car is in held up on 404 by an accident
(B) you are no longer free to jump whether you have the ability or not because the opportunity passes

while you wait for the tow truck to arrive and get the highway clear
(C) the freedom of opportunity is missing

b. or, supposing, you do arrive at Buttonville airport, but
(A) you have no ability: you have never studied skydiving and never learned the first thing about how

a parachute works
(B) you have freedom of opportunity, but
(C) the freedom of ability is missing

c. or you are at the airport and your are trained
(A) but as you look down, you are filled with fear
(B) you have freedom of opportunity
(C) you have freedom of ability, but
(D) you are missing freedom of desire
(E) so even if you jump (because you are ashamed or you feel you must do so), you will not be free,

it will not be a free act; it isn’t what you really want to be doing



d. but supposing all those freedoms have been satisfied: opportunity, ability, desire, but your parachute
is tangled
(A) whether you know it or not, you are still not free, you are bound — headed to destruction
(B) you are missing the fourth freedom — that of a legitimate goal or destination
(C) it is not enough to have opportunity, ability and desire to act. The acts you desire and perform have

to lead to life indeed, have a destination of eternal life not destruction

B. Whence is Freedom?
1. that fourth freedom — a legitimate destination — which makes the other stages of freedom real

a. is something of which we may well be ignorant, just like the parachutist, who jumps unknowing of the
tangled parachute

b. what is the destiny for which we are designed?
c. only our Creator can provide this answer
d. can we find out from Him?  Would He deign to stoop so low as to let us in on the secret?
e. misused opportunity, misguided ability, mistaken desire: these will result in a missed destination

2. Marin Buber wrote —{3}. “The description of God as a Person is indispensable for everyone who ... means by
‘God,’ as I do, Him Who — whatever else He may be — enters into a direct relation with us men in creative,
revealing and redeeming acts, and thus makes it possible for us to enter into a direct relation with Him” 

3. unfortunately, Buber seems to view such statements of Jesus as
a. "I and the Father are one." (John 10:30 NAS) 
b. “that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us;

that the world may believe that Thou didst send Me.” (John 17:21 NAS)
c. as merely being just an expression of the relationship that God can have with man, and that man can

have with God.

4. but there are two things I want to clarify today
a. One: Jesus Christ has the credentials

(A) to speak with authority from God



(B) to state categorically what that destination or goal should be  
b. Two: Jesus Christ the Son as the Redeemer is

(A) the One who can give the four freedoms
(B) the One making the destination clear to us

5. Jesus said, “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36 NAS)

C. Our Scripture passages today
1. The second passage we read, first: John 6:1–14

a. this event
(A) took place at the time of Passover, just one year prior to the crucifixion
(B) I think that this is the only miracle of Christ’s ministry that is found in all four gospels
(C) miracle repeated a month or two later with 4000 being fed
(D) close to the end of period when Jesus was a popular figure as opposition of rulers mounted

b. points to be noted
(A) the compassion of Christ for the physical needs of the people in the crowd
(B) Jesus turns everything into a learning experience for His followers
(C) Jesus knew exactly what He was going to do
(D) there were 5000; men as well as some women and children 
(E) giving thanks a part of the meal for Jesus
(F) the amount left over was part of the sign
(G) this sign caused people to recognize that this Jesus was a legitimate prophet-king

c. but Jesus was more than that
(A) He has a higher purpose than providing crowd-pleasing, stomach-filling miracles
(B) Jesus answered them and said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you saw signs,

but because you ate of the loaves, and were filled.  Do not work for the food which perishes, but
for the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man shall give to you, for on Him the
Father, even God, has set His seal." (John 6:26-27 NAS)

(C) so the freedom that matters is not free food, but the freedom of destination



2. and then, the first one we read, Galatians 4:21-31
a. the story behind this is about Abram

(A) Sarai was barren and in her old age
(1) the Lord had promised a child
(2) but Sarai didn’t believe and had Abram take her bond-maid Hagar instead
(3) so Ishmael was born
(4) a birth by natural means

(B) later, Isaac was born
(1) fulfilling the promise
(2) a birth by supernatural promise

b. Paul uses this as an allegory (Greek verse 24)
(A) Greek: “meaning other than what is said”
(B) a commonplace story
(C) behind which is a spiritual lesson

c. 2 children of 2 women point to 2 covenants
(A) Ishmael

(1) born from lack of faith
(2) of the one who was a bond-maid
(3) is the old covenant given at Sinai
(4) the earthly Jerusalem, subject

(a) to Rome
(b) to legalism and the Law
(c) to destruction to come

(5) Ishmael portrays the law of sin and death
(B) Isaac

(1) born according to the promise
(2) of the one who was free
(3) the new covenant of heavenly Jerusalem

(a) free from earthly powers
(b) entered by grace



(c) everlasting
(4) Isaac portrays the new life in Christ

3. So, today, only two points!
a. Christ is the Prophet

(A) yes, but far more
b. Christ is the Redeemer

D. Christ is the Prophet
1. Prophet, as we saw today in Sunday Bible School

a. one who foretells the future
b. one who forth-tell the message of God

(A) explaining God’s hand in past history
(B) His commands and judgments in the present

c. one whose words are confirmed by works of God

2. the common understanding of “prophet” by people
a. applied to

(A) Mohammed
(B) Gandhi
(C) any religious leader who seems to have a spiritual message

b. hence, people admit Jesus Christ as a “prophet” as
(A) He was a good man
(B) He was a moral teacher
(C) He gave new insight into God

c. but Christ is more than this

3. so the people in today’s passage
a. when they saw the miracles

(A) and their stomachs were filled



(B) saw that He could be that promised prophet
(1) foretold in Deuteronomy 18:18-19 NAS: I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen

like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command
him.  And it shall come about that whoever will not listen to My words which he shall speak in
My name, I Myself will require it of him.

(2) their response 
(a) make Him king
(b) He can give physical deliverance
(c) He can rid us of the Romans
(d) He can feed us

b. but they missed the more important truth:

E. Christ is the Redeemer
1. primary meaning behind redemption

a. term still used in this sense in 
(A) McTamney’s Pawn Shop (oldest in Toronto)
(B) before the days of really getting ourselves into debt through the use of credit cards
(C) one would take the silverware down there when the money, and food,  ran out before the next pay

day arrived
(D) then, on pay day, you would return with your pawn ticket, the money and redeem, or buy back,

your silverware
b. base meaning of redeem is an O.T. picture: consider someone who has gone into debt and unable to earn

his way out of it
(A) he gives up his lot and inheritance
(B) “kinsman-redeemer” could buy him back
(C) thus paying the debt this would free him from his indenture as a bond-servant
(D) but, even more gracious, every 50 years at the year of jubilee, any lot and inheritance that had

been forgone was unconditionally redeemed and returned to the family
c. all this behind what Jesus said in the statement: “If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be

free indeed.” (John 8:36 NAS)



2. so we have the picture of two states in which  man can be as portrayed allegorically in the stories of Hagar
and Sarai
a. the law shows us to be in bondage

(A) the natural law: inherit death from Adam
(B) the spiritual law: we are in bondage to our sins that have separated between us and our God
(C) the revealed law:

(1) God’s moral will: Leviticus 18:5 AV: Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments:
which if a man do, he shall live in them: I am the LORD.

(2) to bring us to Christ: Galatians 3:24-25 NAS:  Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead
us to Christ, that we may be justified by faith.  But now that faith has come, we are no longer
under a tutor.

(D) so if we cling to the law — that is, to
(1) obedience to the ten commandments
(2) trying to live the sermon on the mount

(E) we find ourselves in the same state of bondage as Ishmael being born of one in bondage, that is,
the law

b. but Jesus Christ has fulfilled the law
(A) first, as the Prophet, he knew the will of the Father God perfectly; He knew how to fulfill it
(B) next, being born as both the Son of God and the Son of Man, he was able to fulfill it

(1) as conceived by the Holy Spirit, He was free from the inherited sin that dogs us
(2) as the second Adam, He lived without sin

(C) so, He was not in debt under the law as all the rest of mankind have been, are now, and will be in
the future

3. imagine, for a moment, yourself to be terribly in debt — for such a great amount that you can never raise
a. and I step into the bank manager’s office

(A) offering him a cheque
(B) the manager will look at me



(C) “This cheque won’t do ... you don’t have the funds to cover it ... in fact, you are in debt yourself,
Garth!”

b. but now Someone comes in
(A) who has immeasurable wealth
(B) and does the same thing for you
(C) then the cheque is accepted, honoured, and the debt is wiped out — paid in full

c. perhaps this imperfect illustration will allows you to see what Christ the Redeemer has done
(A) what He means by saying, If the Son shall make you free
(B) because He, and He alone, can pay that overwhelming debt we owe to God
(C) brought upon us by sin
(D) and paid for at the cross by the death of One “in whom there was no sin” 
(E) the One Person, with immeasurable wealth, that can pay our terrible debt and free us

F. Conclusion
1. so men and women today live in bondage

a. to the sin which we all inherit
b. to the destruction that come from it
c. not realizing the Jesus Christ

(A) has purchased and has in His hand the only real and true freedom
(B) provides that freedom in response to faith in Him in answer to His kind invitation, “come”

2. sadly even Christians may not fully realize this freedom:
a. of opportunity, ability, desire, destiny
b. not realizing that we are children of God

(A) not by a natural act, like Ishmael
(B) but by a supernatural promise, like Isaac

c. because some part of our lives is being withheld from Him and His Lordship

3. so let us fully yield to Him today during the singing of this hymn, “Once for All!”
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