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How I Wish the Church Would ... !
1 Thessalonians 5:23–28

February 24, 2002 
SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. What is the Church?
¤ the Church U____________ comprises all believers (eg., Eph 1:22-23)
¤ an example of the local church is  ____________________________
¤ Five desires expressed here for Christians in a local church are:— 

B. One: How I wish the Church would ... be H_____ !!!
¤ Holiness is different from

• R_________________ (especially of the “self” kind!)

• “Sinless P_______________”
¤ Rather, holiness means

• being S____ A________

• God is the ultimate Holy One because He T________ all creation
• for Christians, it means we are ready for His U___ and P_______

¤  We should seek holiness because
• it is God’s C__________

• it should be part of Christian G________ or maturity
¤  Good news! holiness is a W_____ of God, not of man

• our assurance in this is that God is F_________ 
• our evidence for this is that God C_____ us to be Christians

C. Two: How I wish the Church would ... be P___________ !!!

¤ Prayer is E________ to life of the Christian because, Christianity is a
R____________ rather than a set of dogma or a mere religion

¤ we should pray for S__________ needs, looking for definite answers

D. Three: How I wish the Church would ... be F___________ !!!
¤ “Greeting with a kiss” emphasizes the W________ and sincerity 

¤ “Holy” emphasizes that this greeting not detract from W___________ 

E. Four: How I wish the Church would ... be  B_____ reading !!!
¤ this sermon notes handout is so I can check the T______ of the sermon

¤ we need this so the Holy Spirit can T_____ and  G _____ us in truth

F. Five: How I wish the Church would ... be G___________ with Christ !!!
¤ part of this blessing is that the church reflect Christ’s N________ 
¤ Grace is that beauty of the character (attributes) of God that allows Him

to set aside His majesty and rights, to enter history as the man, Christ
Jesus, to journey through life to the cross, and thus to accomplish the
gracious work of salvation whereby He brings mankind, who has been
separated by sin, as believers back into relationship with Himself.

¤ if I am to reflect this in my life, I will have to give up my R________ in
surrender to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

Scriptural references in this message:—  Example of reference to
“Church Universal:” Ephesians 1:22-23;  The law of sin keeping us from
being sinlessly perfect: Romans 7:14–25, 1 John 1:5–9;  God’s
command to holiness: Ephesians 1:3–4, 1 Peter 1:15–16;  Holiness an
aspect of maturing: 2 Corinthians 7:1;  Preparation for worship: Psalm
29:2, 46:10, 96:9;  Reading God’s word for spiritual defence: Hebrews
4:12, Psalms 119:11;  The desire to “know” Jesus Christ in our nature:
Philippians 3:7-11, 1 Corinthians 13:12;  God’s grace (and truth)
revealed in the man Christ Jesus: John 1:17



1. 1 Thessalonians 5:23-28 How I wish the Church would ...!

A. What is the Church?
1. some prevalent views

a. the building
b. administrative denominational headquarters
c. this week on the news in the U.S., there has been some discussion about the failure of the [Roman]

church to ensure social justice — in the matter of abuse — in its midst
d. so people say “How I wish the Church would ...”

2. but, the church is people — Bible uses word 2 ways
a. as the “Church Universal”

(A) all Christians wherever they be in the world
(B) Ephesians 1:22-23 NAS: And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head

over all things to the church,  which is His body, the fulness of Him who fills all in all.
b. as the “local Church”

(A) in frequency, the more common NT usage
(B) for myself, this morning, this means

(1) us who are worshipping here today
(2) plus our people who could not be here

(C) to Paul, when he wrote this letter
(1) it was the church of the Thessalonians
(2) for this church, he expresses 5 desires — “How I wish the church would ... “

(a) be Holy
(b) be Praying
(c) be Friendly
(d) be Bible reading
(e) be Graced with Christ’s grace

(D) so Paul’s desires for the Thessalonian church are also my desires for this, our church
(1) since these make for a great church



B. One, How I wish the Church would ... be Holy

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved
complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will
bring it to pass. 5:23-24 NAS

1. Holiness worries us because of the
a. danger of self-righteousness, since we know

(A) that it solely by grace that we are saved, and not works (Eph 2:8–10)
(B) the bad example of Pharisees who tried so hard to attain righteousness
(C) but Holiness is different from Righteousness

b. false teaching of sinless perfection
(A) old argument: can you not sin for one second? For two? ...
(B) answer is “No!” because I dwell in a body of sin tightly linked to my old nature, as Paul (the

“carnal” Christian) describes in Romans 7:14–25 NIV “ ... but I see another law at work in the
members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law
of sin at work within my members.  What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body
of death? ...”

(C) Holiness does not mean sinless perfection

2. Holiness does mean
a. being set apart
b. God is the only & ultimate Holy One since He transcends – is far above – all things, all creation
c. for Christians, set apart for His use and purpose

3. Lack of holiness should worry us because
a. of God’s command

(A) 1 Peter 1:15-16 NIV:  But just as He who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do;  for it is
written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”

b. it implies a lack of Christian growth as for example, in such Scriptures as



(A) 2 Corinthians 7:1 NIV:   Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from
everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.

4. Holiness applies to our whole being
a. a preacher titled this text as “Wholly Holy” 2.

b. encompasses our spirit, soul and spirit
(A) despite their link with our sinful nature
(B) despite our imperfections in our relation to God and our purity of mind and actions, but
(C) because the presence of the indwelling Holy Spirit is to sanctify it as His temple in this world

5. Good news! Holiness is a work of God, not man
a. A woman was hanging out her washing.  Proudly she looked at its whiteness.  How it glistened!  Then

snow came making a beautiful blanket of white.  Seeing her clothes and the snow side by side, she
exclaimed, “What can a poor woman do against God’s almighty snow?”  How poor, indeed, is any holiness
that we might achieve for ourselves beside that which God accomplishes in us! 3.

b. it is fully part of God’s plan
(A) so we have encouragement that God is going to do it, even when we fail, because

(1) 1 Thessalonians 5: 24:  Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.
(2) our assurance is that God is faithful
(3) we have the evidence that God has called us to salvation, to be Christians, that He will continue

the saving process
(B) but though we cannot achieve holiness by our efforts, we may lose its blessing

(1) just as we lose communion with God by grieving and quenching God’s Holy Spirit
(2) so our stubborn wills can inhibit His work of sanctification of our lives for His purposes

6. there is a lot more we need to learn about being holy, but we better leave that for future messages!

C. Two, How I wish the Church would ... be praying

Brethren, pray for us. 5:25 NAS



1. Prayer is not a “nice to do,” but a must do
a. we like to have options: we like

(A) our default option to be “no”
(B) to avoid guilty feelings that failure brings

b. but prayer essential to life of God’s people
(A) Christianity is a relationship, not a religion
(B) relationship feeds on conversation between Christians and their Lord and Saviour
(C) Pray: imperative mood; ie.,  a command 

(1) it is not prayer being commanded
(2) that is assumed to already exist
(3) rather, it is the subject that is requested

2. so, Prayer should have specific objects
a. I have been often touched by the public prayer of Christians who can clearly pray, 

(A) invoking specific promises from God’s word
(B) looking for specific answers

b. but even we, who may have difficulty so doing, should ask God to help us grow in this grace

D. Three, How I wish the Church would ... be friendly

Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss. 5:26 NAS

1. for this congregation, let me reword this heading
a. “Keep on being friendly” — because I observe

(A) both before and after the service
(B) your having times of “fellowship”

(1) your encouraging of one another, but,
(2) I hope not gossipping one with another!

(C) my desire that each of you feels
(1) accepted, valued, esteemed



(2) the warmth of feelings of each one in this church to the others
b. but some words of caution: we also need a solemn time prior to the service

(A) to compose ourselves for worship
(B) to divest ourselves of workaday worries
(C) to contemplate God’s glory
(D) to seek forgiveness for the week’s failures
(E) so our friendly greetings should not detract from the preparing of ourselves for worship
(F) & our preparing ourselves for worship should not detract from our friendly greetings

2. so Paul’s words would be incomplete if we did not have both “greet ... with a  kiss” and “holy”
a. greet with a kiss

(A) some would re-introduce this
(1) seem to prefer with opposite gender
(2) then with more attractive of that gender

(B) definitely a cultural aspect here
(1) Mediterranean and mid-eastern
(2) foremost, with family and friends
(3) primarily man with man

(C) not the method of greeting ...
(D) but the warmth of the greeting is in mind

b. holy
(A) take into account the reason for assembly
(B) the greeting is to be sanctified

(1) lest it disturb the sanctity of those who are quieting for worship the Lord
(2) lest it descend into common chatter, banter and business

3. our assembling together as God’s people
a. should be warm and friendly in our mutual love
b. should be respectful as we prepare to worship 



E. Four, How I wish the Church would ... Bible reading

I adjure you by the Lord to have this letter read to all the brethren.  5:27 NAS

1. Surprise! There is a contrast between Paul and me!
a. on a human level, I would like

(A) to have you appreciate the sermon
(B) to have the sermon be interesting

b. on a spiritual level, I would like
(A) the sermon be clear and compelling
(B) you apply the sermon’s truth to your lives

c. but on a realistic level, it is not my words that matter, nor even those of some great orator
(A) but how do these words conform to the words of the inspired Scriptures?
(B) so the handouts are there

(1) to help you follow where I am unclear
(2) but, more importantly to permit you to examine in context the Bible passages used and check

the truth of what is said

2. But Paul had apostolic authority 
a. could require they read and follow his letter
b. this continues on for us, that we must read and examine God’s word

(A) so that the Holy Spirit may
(1) teach us the lessons we need
(2) guide us into all truth

(B) to form our spiritual defence as we go out into the world this week
(1) Hebrews 4:12 NAS: For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged

sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able
to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

(2) Psalms 119:11 NAS: Thy word I have treasured in my heart, That I may not sin against Thee.



F. Four, How I wish the Church would ... know His grace

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. [... that you be graced with Christ ...] 5:28 NAS

1. Have you ever thought about this common Pauline benediction to various churches in his letters?
a. I have rephrased it as “that the church know His grace” to try to shed a fresh light on its meaning
b. I am using the word “know” in a Hebraic sense

(A) practical, not intellectual, knowledge
(B) Paul’s desire in Philippians 3:7-11 NAS: But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have

counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things,
and count them but rubbish in order that I may gain Christ,  and may be found in Him, not having
a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the
righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith,  that I may know Him, and the power
of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;  in order that
I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

(C) to have truth realized as fact in one’s life
(D) Paul wanted Christ’s nature to permeate his being, through and through

c. so in part this closing benediction implies to me
(A) the gracious nature of the Lord Jesus Christ

(1) should be evident in our nature
(2) should permeate through and through the nature of our church body

2. we usually think of  “grace” as an act
a. that is, the unmerited favour shown in salvation that freely is provided to us undeserving people
b. but word has a larger, fuller meaning

(A) a nature revealing itself in acts of grace
(B) quality of character that is gracious
(C) it is that beauty of the character of God

(1) revealed to the world in the man Jesus Christ (according to John 1)



(2) where He sets aside His glorious majesty
(a) to accomplish His purposes
(b) to establish relationship with man
(c) [other aspects are that He allows man to choose to reject Him; He allows the rebellion of

Satan for a season; etc.]
(3) to be like that, we give up our own rights

(D) may this beauty of Christ, of abandoning our rights for His sake, permeate the church

G. Conclusion
1. people may not trust in Jesus Christ as their Saviour because of the poor examples of those they see to be

“hypocrites in the church”

2. let us seek that our walk with God be holy (but not “holier than thou”), prayerful, friendly, committed to
His word, and gracious so that we never cause anyone to stumble on this account

3. rather, “Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me”
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