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Let God the Holy Spirit do His Work
1 Thessalonians 5:19-20

February 10, 2002 
SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES

D. E. Hiebert: “The Spirit's fire is quenched whenever His
presence is ignored and His promptings are suppressed or
rejected, or the fervour which he kindles in the heart are
dampened by unspiritual attitudes, criticisms, or actions.”—
{3}

A. Who is the Holy Spirit?

1. He ________________ God’s elect (His children by faith)

2. He is a co-equal member of the ____________
3. He reveals the cause of gulf between God and man, called ______

4. He creates new _______ in those who respond by faith, and then

takes up residence in that _______

B. God is Sovereign in how the Holy Spirit works
1. He, the Spirit, endows Christians with spiritual _______

2. He distributes these as He __________ not as man __________
3. Quenching God the Holy Spirit is not related to:

4. As Christians, we can determine to be _______ with the Holy Spirit
5. Quenching the Holy Spirit is related to ___________ Him

6. three things for us to do (1) ________ (2) ________ (3) ________

C. How might we quench God the Holy Spirit ?

1. by showing no ___________ to His moving

2. by _______________ the fervour of other Christians

3. by __________ the convicting messages He plants in our hearts

4. by __________ works of God with the work of Satan (Matt 12:32)

5. our _________ to the truth that God the Holy Spirit reveals

a. the ____________ gift in scripture: not astrology,  horoscopes

b. in Bible, it includes both fore-________ and forth-_________

c. New Testament “prophets”, did not have apostolic __________

D. This message means that I should:

Bible references in today’s message:— 
God the Holy Spirit everywhere (“omniprsent”): Psalm 139:7;  He
convicts of sin, righteousness and judgment: John 16:5–15;  The Holy
Spirit effects the new birth from above: John 3:5–8;  The Holy Spirit is
sovereign is dispensing spiritual gifts: 1 Corinthians 12:4–12;  God the
Holy Spirit is responsible for our adoption into God’s family: Romans
8:15–23;  being sealed by the Holy Spirit is the lot of every Christian:
2 Corinthians 1:21–22, Ephesians 1:13, 4:30;  King Saul’s downward
journey: 1 Samuel 10:10–11, 11:6, 16:4, 28:7–20;  Command to be
filled with Holy Spirit: Ephesians 5:18;  Christians missing out on
ministry of the Holy Spirit: Acts 19:1–6;  Fact that we can grieve God
the Holy Spirit: Psalm 78:40, Ephesians 4:30;  Warning about denying
Holy Spirit’s workings: Matthew 12:25–32;  Fulfilled prophecy
identifies prophet: Deuteronomy 18:21;  Agabus’ words and fulfilment:
Acts 11:28, 21:10, 21:7–23:31 (and  on from there);  Prophecy one
of spiritual gifts to the church: Ephesians 4:11;  Our surer (complete)
word of prophecy: 2 Peter 1:19, Revelation 22:18-19



—{1}. 1 Thessalonians 5:19-20  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Let God the Holy Spirit do His Work

NAS: Do not quench the Spirit;  do not despise prophetic utterances.
NIV: Do not put out the Spirit’s fire;  do not treat prophecies with contempt.

A. Who is the Holy Spirit?
1. in our call to worship (from Psalm 139) and our Bible reading (John 16:5-15) we saw that

a. God the Holy Spirit is everywhere
b. that He convicts of sin and judgment

2. “Apostles’ Creed”, otherwise known as  the “Articles of Thy Belief” in the catechism:
a. I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 
b. and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was

crucified, dead, and buried, He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead, He ascended into
heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead.

c. I Believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholick Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The
Resurrection of the body; And the Life everlasting.  Amen.

d. Question: What dost thou chiefly learn in these Articles of thy Belief?
(A) ... [omit first two answers in the catechism]
(B) Thirdly, in God the Holy Ghost, who sanctifieth me, and all the elect people of God
(C) the name “Holy Ghost” is the old English form of the “Holy Spirit” and both names are talking about the same

Person of the Trinity

3. co-equal member of the Trinity:—The Apple Illustration:  The basic principle is that there is one apple.  But the apple has
three parts: the peel, the flesh, the core.  All three parts of the apple are apple.  The peel is apple (it is not orange or
banana); the flesh is apple (not pear or plum); the core is apple (not grapefruit or watermelon). These three, peel, flesh,
core are not three apples but just one apple.  —{2}. ... similarly, God is one essence – one being –  but revealed in the three
different Persons: the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, each of Whom is “very God of very God,” yet each distinct in personality.



4. The Holy Spirit’s initial ministry with a person
a. He reveals the great gulf between God and man – “Sin” – (John 16 reading)

(A) show our lost condition before God
(B) convince us of our need for help
(C) point us to work of Christ on the cross

b. in part, this is the meaning behind Jesus’ words in John 3:5-8 “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of
the Spirit is spirit.  Do not marvel that I  said to you, ‘You must be born again [or, from above].’  The wind blows where
it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who
is born of the Spirit ."

c. He creates new life in those responding by faith
(A) the “new birth” or “birth from above”
(B) and take up residence in that new life

B. God is Sovereign in how Spirit works
1. without going deeply into this matter at this time

a. it is He who endows Christians with spiritual gifts
b. this is what Paul is talking about in 1 Cor 12:4-12  Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.  And there are

varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.  And there are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things
in all persons.  But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  For to one is given the
word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit;  to another
faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,  and to another the effecting of miracles, and
to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another
the interpretation of tongues.  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually
just as He wills.

c. the thing I want you to take from that passage is not the list of gifts, but rather that ...
d. it is God the Holy Spirit determines, not man,

(A) who is empowered with gifts, and,
(B) how these gifts are manifest



2. What does “quenching the Holy Spirit” mean?
a. first, we are not talking about our sealing by the Holy Spirit

(A) that is based on adoption, Rom 8:15, 23
(B) and it is the lot of every Christian

(1) 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 NIV: Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us,  set
his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.

(2) Ephesians 1:13 NAS: In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise,

(C) it is part of the new birth into God’s family
b. secondly, we are not talking about any manifestation of the gifts of the Spirit as being a mark of higher spirituality

(A) King Saul as a counter example
(1) 1 Sam 10:10-11 Spirit of God came upon him and he prophesied with the prophets
(2) 1 Sam 11:6 Spirit of God came upon Saul mightily
(3) 1 Sam 16:4 Spirit of God left Saul
(4) 1 Sam 28 went to consult woman with a familiar spirit at En-dor

c. but as the context of this passage clearly shows, how we respond to the Holy Spirit’s working
(A) this is under our control
(B) and we should do something about it

3. the message to Christians is
a. Ephesians 5:18 NAS: And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,

(A) and this is a command to Christians
(B) conclusions

(1) living in self-pleasing way inhibits filling
(2) not all Christians are filled
(3) many Christians live on the outskirts of the city of spiritual excitement

b. “Quench not” from our text
(A) again a command
(B) related to grieving God

(1) Psalm 78:40 NAS  How often they rebelled against Him in the wilderness, And grieved Him in the desert!



(2) Ephesians 4:30 NAS  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption.

(C) we can identify three steps to this filling
(1) ask for cleansing: purge His temple which is our body so that it is a fit residence
(2) ask in prayer for filling by the Spirit
(3) determine that we will act in obedience to His direction when it comes

(D) D. E. Hiebert captures the broader meaning of 1 Th 5:19: “The Spirit's fire is quenched whenever His presence is
ignored and His promptings are suppressed or rejected, or the fervour which he kindles in the heart are
dampened by unspiritual attitudes, criticisms, or actions.” —{3}.

c. so Christians have a responsibility in giving the Holy Spirit free course in their lives

C. How might we quench God the Holy Spirit?
1. by “not letting God the Holy Spirit do His work”

a. no response to His moving
b. pour cold water, damping fervour of Christians
c. ignoring His messages (or turning off His alarms)
d. how many here can sleep through the alarm?

(A) takes training
(B) takes determination
(C) but what about a smoke alarm?

e. When you're moving into danger you don't realize, it's good to have an alarm that alerts you.  And it's good to pay
attention to that alarm.  Your Lord has built that kind of alarm into you - in the person of the Holy Spirit who lives inside
of you as a follower of Christ.  Jesus said the Spirit would “convict the world of guilt in regard to sin.” (John 16:8)  One
important ministry the Holy Spirit has to you is warning you when you're wandering into the danger zone spiritually.  A
danger you may not know is there, but a danger that could do you a lot of harm.  —{4}.

2. Matthew 12:32 warns, I believe, about confusing the works of God with the  work of Satan  — there are true wonders from
God, but there are also lying wonders – how we distinguish – next week ... so at this point this is a warning
a. Jonathon Edwards, involved in the “Great Awakening” or revival in New England from 1739-1742, “evidently believed

that  injecting spurious and disfiguring elements into a revival is a main part of demonic strategy. ... that in any



awakening, the first person to wake up is the Devil.”
b. As in “Distinguishing Marks,” Edwards starts by listing a series of “insufficient signs” that neither discredit nor validate

a revival movement: intense religious emotions, involuntary bodily effects, talkativeness, self-oriented forms of love, a
slavish fear of God, intense religiosity, praise of God that is really focussed on self, assurance of salvation (or lack of this),
and even pleasing other godly persons.

c. If these are not adequate signs of spiritual renewal, then what is?  Edwards answers that the heart (the inmost centre
of the personality) must be touched by the Holy Spirit. —{5}.

3. the short summary of not quenching —{6}.

(A) stop doing what is wrong!
(B) start doing what is right!
(C) if prompted by Spirit to show love to someone, don’t hold back!

4. our attitude to the truth that the Spirit reveals
a. the prophetic gift of scripture

(A) we’re not talking astrology, horoscopes etc.
(B) George Eckman, who wrote earlier last  century, “Revelation is enough. Speculation is more than enough.” —{7}.

(C) Old Testament, prophecy is
(1) a work of the Holy Spirit
(2) in some cases, fore-telling

(a) to prove one’s authority - Deut 18:21
(b) to demonstrate that God is God

(3) more frequently, forth-telling
(a) warning people and leaders of sin
(b) teaching how God’s law should be shown in people’s lives

(D) New Testament, prophecy is
(1) same divisions of kind as in OT

(a) fore-telling elements in all parts of NT
(b) forth-telling also pervades NT

(2) but there appears a third form, of which Agabus was an example



(a) Acts 11:28 warned of coming famine – came to pass in Claudius’ reign
(b) Acts 21:10 warned Jews would bind Paul in Jerusalem but it was actually the Romans who did so
(c) fallibility of such prophecy

¤ not therefore false prophet
¤ Paul did not disobey by going

(E) while NT was being written, there was need for verbal direction to new churches by Spirit

5. with NT canon closed, how does this apply to us who are here today?
a. first note, that prophets did not take up the apostolic reins of authority, nor add to Scripture

(A) such men were one of spiritual gifts to church (Eph 4:11)
(1) speaking the truth by Spirit’s power
(2) explaining application of the scripture to the church situation
(3) counterbalancing gift “discernment” to be discussed next week

b. does “despise not prophesying” apply to us?
(A) Holy Spirit has not changed

(1) still to guide us into all truth
(2) still to teach us how to speak
(3) still speaks to and through men

(B) but with a complete set of the Scriptures available to us, we “have a more sure word of prophecy” (2 Peter 1:19)
(C) so Spirit-filled preaching and teaching

(1) is founded solely on the written word of God as found in the Bible
(2) is always consistent with that word
(3) is accompanied by the convicting and confirming work of the Holy Spirit

c. God’s workings are not limited to just the pastor and teacher in the church
(A) Men and women can still step out saying,  “I am deeply convicted that the leading of God in this matter is as

follows ...”
(1) most often these are for us, alone
(2) sometimes they are for the local church

(B) then, the question becomes, how do we respond to the Spirit’s voice when it arrives  in this fashion?
(C) merely suppressing such a message in either ourselves or others means we are quenching the Holy Spirit and



disobeying today’s text
(D) next week we will see there is a proper, biblical response to such statements

D. Conclusion: The Bible teaches, I believe,
1. that those who pass through this life, ignoring the voice of the Holy Spirit telling them they are lost and need to accept

Jesus Christ as their Saviour, will spend a lost eternity apart from God

2. that Christians who quench and grieve the Holy Spirit will spend this life losing out on the blessings that God intends that
His children should receive

3. that now you decide in your heart to rebuff no longer the Holy Spirit in the one way or the other.
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