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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES

“In everything give thanks: for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus”

A. Occasions for Thankfulness
1. Jesus applauded the one leper who returned for his ___________
2. Jesus thanked God for the very symbols telling of His coming

_____

B. Thankfulness and the Lord’s Supper
1. we should be thankful for His Life of _________

a. for His __________ of Himself to come to this earth (Phil 2)

b. for His revelation of God and His __________ (John 1)

c. for His revelation of God’s purposes in His ___________ 

d. for His preparing a band of ___________ to carry on His work

e. for His __________ the will of the Father (shown by the bread)
2. we should be thankful for His Redemption-providing ________

a. that we might have ______
b. that He might deal with our ______
c. that He purchased us from bondage by His ________ (the cup)

C. Thankfulness and Now
1. to God the Father since every _______ is from Him
2. to God the Son, the ascended Lord, since

a. He has bequeathed us _________

b. He has provided __________ for His church

c. He ever lives to _____________ on our behalf
3. to God the indwelling Holy Spirit, because

a. He brings to our ________________ Jesus’ words

b. He ________ us what to say in time of difficulty

c. He places His __________ in our lives (Gal 5:22-23)

D. Thankfulness and the Future
1. we can determine to be thankful for both ________ and ______
2. we can be thankful that Jesus is _________ ______

For Further StudyFor Further Study

E. Our call to worship this morning was taken from Psalm 136 (the great
“Hallel” or praise, part of the final section of praise in the Psalms).
1. what things did the writer consider as reasons for thanks?

2. did the writer necessarily personally experience all these things?

3. do all of these things personally benefit the writer?

4. what are some New Testament equivalents to some of the Old
Testament benefits that the writer recounts

References in this message and reasons for thankfulness:— Only one grateful
leper: Luke 17:12-19;   Lord’s supper instituted: Luke 22:14-23;  The “emptying” of God the
Son: Philippians 2:5-8;  The Son reveals the Father: John 1:14, 18;  Jesus’ incomparable
teaching: John 7:46, Mark 1:22;  Christ prepared others to carry on His work: John 15:15-
16, 20:21;  Christ came into world bodily to do Father’s will: Hebrews 10:5-7;  Christ died
to deal with our sin: 2 Corinthians 5:21, 1 Peter 1:18-19;  God the Father’s rich gifts: 1
Timothy 6:17, James 1:17;  God the re-ascended Son’s gifts: John 14:27, Ephesians 4:8, 11-
12, Hebrews 7:24-25;  God the indwelling Holy Spirit’s gifts: John 14:26, Luke 12:11-12,
Galatians 5:22-23;  The sacrifice of praise: Hebrews 13:15



1. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thank Always

A. Introduction
1. this morning we are observing the Lord’s Supper

a. we do not do so at every service lest it become
(A) hackneyed
(B) a mere habit
(C) a meaningless ritual

b. but when we observe this memorial
(A) we emphasize that this is for those who know the Lord, Jesus Christ, as their own personal Saviour

... for you to examine yourself
(B) it is a time for each of us to bring to God in confession any things in our life which need correction
(C) we carry this out in various manners

(1) so we may be spiritually refreshed
(2) as appropriate to different occasions

2. so, also this morning, at the same time
a. we are considering the verse which is the third diamond in the cluster:  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18: Rejoice

always;  pray without ceasing;  in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
b. Rejoice — two Sundays ago
c. Pray — last Sunday, the FEBCC day of prayer
d. Thank — today, as part of this communion service

(A) this is a time for exuberance and joy
(B) a time for gratitude and thankfulness
(C) sometimes called a celebration

B. Occasions for Thankfulness
1. our Bible readings this morning

a. Luke 17:12–19
(A) the cleansing of the ten lepers



(B) the commendation to the one who returned
(1) first for his gratitude to God
(2) two for his faith, but primarily, his gratitude

(C) there has been some debate as to the true underlying nature of the sin of Adam and Eve
(1) because of disobeying the command
(2) because of disobeying the command due to a pride of wanting to be like God
(3) because of disobeying the command due to ingratitude for all that God had given to them

(D) in any case the expression of gratitude is an essential part of acceptable worship and praise

b. Luke 22:14-23
(A) was Judas present — I think not

(1) Bible writers not always chronological
(a) does not affect historicity
(b) depends on purpose of narrative
(c) only Luke puts this item after supper

(2) in this, I follow Mark’s gospel as being the most consistent respecting chronology (as also does
A. T. Robertson)

(3) purpose, I believe, to emphasize that Jesus was fully aware while giving the supper of the
immediacy of the cross, His coming death — and hence to the meaning underlying this supper

(B) so consider this
(1) these elements testify to the life but more to the coming death of the Lord Jesus
(2) and He, that same Lord Jesus, paused and gave thanks for them!

C. Thankfulness and the Lord’s Supper
1. we should be thankful for His Life of Ministry

a. thanks for the emptying (“kenosis”) of the Son of God to come to this earth in the incarnation
(A) Philippians 2:5-8 NAS: Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,  who,

although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,
but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, [and] being made in the likeness of men.
And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point



of death, even death on a cross.
(B) we will come back to this passage shortly

b. thanks for the revelation of God and His nature in the Person of the Son
(A) John 1:18 NAS:  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory

as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. ... No man has seen God at any
time; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him. [that is, has
manifest His nature]

c. thanks for the revelation of God and His purposes in the teaching of Jesus of Nazareth
(A) John 7:46 NAS: The officers answered, “Never did a man speak the way this man speaks.”
(B) Mark 1:22 NAS:  And they were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one having

authority, and not as the scribes.
(1) scribes would quote this rabbi and that
(2) Jesus: “Truly, truly, I say to you ...”

d. thanks for the preparation by the Christ of a band of disciples to carry on the work
(A) John 15:15-16 NKJV:  No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master

is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made
known to you.  You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and
bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may
give you. 

(B) John 20:21 AV:   Then said Jesus to them again, “Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me,
even so send I you.”

e. Let us pause now to partake of the bread
(A) Hebrews 10:5-7 NKJV:  Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: “Sacrifice and offering

You did not desire, But a body You have prepared for Me.  In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin
You had no pleasure.  Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come — In the volume of the book it is written
of Me — to do Your will, O God.’ ” 

(B) let us give thanks for this bread which is a token of His body which was given for us; for the
obedience of the Son to the will of the Father so we can have fellowship with God — among other
things, the broken bread speaks of that obedience

(C) “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”



2. For His Redemption-providing death
a. but all of His life of Ministry — teaching, healing, comforting — was to one goal

(A) Philippians 2:8 NAS: And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

(B) indeed, Jesus of Nazareth, of all men, was born to die — to die that we might have life
b. that perfect life and ministry just described was so that He might take our sins and sorrows; our guilt

and shame; our punishment and death
(A) 2 Corinthians 5:21 PHIL: For God caused Christ, who himself knew nothing of sin, actually to be

sin for our sakes, so that in Christ we might be made good with the goodness of God.
c. Let us pause now to partake of the cup

(A) 1 Peter 1:18-19 WEY:  knowing, as you do, that it was not with a ransom of perishable wealth, such
as silver or gold, that you were set free from your frivolous habits of life which had been handed
down to you from your forefathers,  but with the precious blood of Christ — as of an unblemished
and spotless lamb.

(B) let us give thanks for the cup which reminds us of His blood which was shed for us
(C) “This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.”

D. Thankfulness and Now
1. the work of the heavenly Father

a. 1 Timothy 6:17 AV: ... the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy
b. James 1:17 NIV:  Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father ...

2. the work of the ascended Lord
a. John 14:27 AV:  Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto

you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
b. Ephesians 4:8, 11-12 PHIL:  Thus the scripture says: When he ascended on high, he led captivity

captive, and gave gifts unto men. ... His "gifts unto men" were varied [Christian leaders]. Some he made
his messengers [apostles], some prophets, some preachers of the gospel [evangelists]; to some he gave
the power to guide and teach his people [pastor-teachers].  His gifts were made that Christians might
be properly equipped for their service, that the whole body might be built up [Paul continues with further



purposes ...]
c. Hebrews 7:24-25 NIV:  but because Jesus lives for ever, he has a permanent priesthood.  Therefore he

is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for
them.

3. the work of the indwelling Holy Spirit
a. John 14:26 NAS:  But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach

you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.
b. Luke 12:11-12 NAS: And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities,

do not become anxious about how or what you should speak in your defense, or what you should say;
for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.

c. Galatians 5:22-23 AV:  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith,  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

E. Thankfulness and the Future
1. in many ways we do not know what the future may hold for us

a. friendships, possessions, successes
b. pain, loss, failures, disappointments
c. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18: Rejoice always;  pray without ceasing;  in everything give thanks; for this is

God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
d. so we can determine to be thankful in both good and bad circumstances

2. our study of 1 Thessalonians
a. thankful for historic work of God through Christ
b. thankful for present blessing of God
c. but also, fully thankful and expectant for what He is going to do in the future

(A) He is coming again!
(B) this mortal will put on immortality
(C) we shall dwell in His glorious presence

d. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18: Rejoice always;  pray without ceasing;  in everything give thanks; for this is
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.



F. Conclusion: Thankfulness Always
1. A lady was on a lake steamer when her little girl fell overboard, and she was almost frantic. A gentleman

on the boat had a large Newfoundland dog. The dog was directed to leap into the water and save the child.
He did so and swam ashore with the little girl, part of her dress in his mouth, I suppose. The mother seized
her saved child, and kissed her again and again. Then turning to the dog, she hugged and kissed that dog,
with a heart full of gratitude to the animal 2.

That's more than some people have ever done for Jesus Christ, although He hung on the cross to save them
from sin and hell.

2. Hebrews 13:15 NAS:  Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the
fruit of lips that give thanks to [literally: to join together with others in speaking] His name.

3. Given all that God has done and all that He is, can you join together with us in thanking Him as we sing this
closing hymn? [“Some thank the Lord for friends and home ... Thank you Lord for saving my soul ...]
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