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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. Providing discipleship means providing ___________ and

___________

B. Three Groups needing Discipleship . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 Thess 5:14a

1. “unruly” (King James, Authorized Version–AV) means the _______

a. those who don’t shoulder their ______________

b. these need to be _________ or admonished

c. the reason is that Christianity requires ____________

2. “feeble-minded” (AV) means those who are _______________

a. their discipleship involves _________ and encouraging them
3. “weak” – what kinds of weakness may we find in Christians?

a.  ____________ c. _______________

b.  ____________ d. _______________

4. what does their discipleship involve? ____________________

C. Three Qualities Needed in Providing Discipleship  1 Thess 5:14b-15
1. these are qualities to be shown to Christian and also non-Christian
2. “Patient” – particularly to the three groups of disciples

a. it is not blind ______________ to unavoidable facts

b. it is __________ in God, submitting to His _____________
3. “Grace” – like patience, a quality first of God, then in us

References applying to this message:— Related to
our following Christ’s example in providing
discipleship: John 13:13–17, James 5:10, 1 Peter
2:21; “Two are better than one”: Ecclesiastes
4:9–10; Qualities needed for providing discipleship
given by the Holy Spirit: Galatians 5:22-23, John
16:13; The Storehouse of grace in Christ Jesus: 2
Corinthians 8:9, 2 Corinthians 12:9; That we
should be examples to those to whom we provide
discipleship: 1 Corinthians 11:1, Philippians 3:17,
1 Timothy 4:12; Benevolence in our personal
relationships: Romans 12:10

a. He does not “reward” or __________ us as we deserve

b. we can find a ___________ of grace in the Lord Jesus Christ

4. “Goodness” – has a broad meaning, implies good in a general sense

a. we should be good in respect to our ___________ so that
those to whom we minister may ____________ in _________

and ___________ of the Lord Jesus Christ

b. we need to be good respecting our ___________ which means
we live in a way that is pleasing to God

c. we need to be good respecting personal ____________, living

in __________________ in both our actions and attitude
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Discipleship 201 – Providing It!

A. Providing Discipleship – Why Bother?
1. George MacDonald, in his book, “Restoring Your Spiritual Passion” identifies the following 5 types of people 2.

a. Very Resourceful People – stimulating, challenging
b. Very Important People – participating in ministry
c. Very Trainable People – successors in ministry
d. Very Nice People – pleasant, but producing little ministry in return
e. Very Draining People – very needy folk, who will consume energy, strength and time – seemingly without anything to show for

it

2. these are the kinds of people  you will encounter as you seek to provide discipleship
a. as you get further and further down that list, you will often ask yourself, “Why bother?”
b. and then the answer comes back from our Scripture reading (John 13:1-17) this morning:

(A) John 13:13-17 NAS: “You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am.  If I then, the Lord and the Teacher,
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet.  For I gave you an example that you also should do as I
did to you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master; neither is one who is sent greater than the
one who sent him.  If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”

3. last Sunday, we looked at Discipleship 101 - Learning It!
a. meant receiving instruction and correction
b. today, it is the other side of the coin: providing instruction and correction – not popular work!

B. Three Groups needing Discipleship

1 Thessalonians 5:14a AV: Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak,
...

1. The “Unruly” - warn them that are unruly
a. the meaning of the word

(A) also translated “idle” (NIV) or “idlers” (RSV)
(B) military origin of the word – those who are out of place in the battle or marching formation



(C) in the natural realm
(1) those who aren’t where they should be
(2) who aren’t doing their job
(3) who aren’t shouldering their responsibility

(D) in the spiritual realm
(1) not what made problems in Corinth
(2) but when we fail in our responsibility 

b. discipleship that warns and admonishes
(A) there are times for a positive word and times for a negative one

(1) when someone is racing down the road on his bicycle to where the bridge is out you don’t congratulate him on his
form, you yell “look out!”

(2) when Christ spoke to the Pharisees
(a) not how beautifully they had codified everything
(b) but rather, “Woe unto you”

(3) when a Christian brother is headed down the slippery slope of sin ... then it’s time to yell a clear warning — “Look out!”
c. Christianity is not a “flowery bed of ease”

(A) 3. “I have always approached practice as a kind of proving ground, especially with rookies.  They might have seen me on
television, read about me ... and might think they know what I'm all about ...  I want them to know it isn't gossip or
rumours.  I want them to know it all comes from hard work.” Michael Jordan

(B) Christianity calls for commitment
(1) that means not being “unruly”
(2) it means hard work

2. The “Feeble-minded” – comfort the feebleminded
a. before you begin turning and looking around you for opportunities in this assembly! — what the word means is 

(A) “faint-hearted” (NAS, NKJV, RSV)
(B) “timid” (NIV, PHIL, WEY)

b. giving comfort in discipleship
(A) com+fort (“with strength”)
(B) en-courage (“putting heart into”)
(C) strengthening - helping – just being there
(D) 4. Before the collapse of the Berlin Wall, in a little stream on the border between Russia and Finland, two men were fishing

from opposite banks.  The Finn was having great success, while the Russian wasn't even getting a nibble.  “Why is it,” the
Russian asked, "that you are having so much luck?  Are we using the same bait?”  “Well,” the Finn replied, “On this side



the fish aren't afraid to open their mouths!”
(E) we help the faint-hearted and timid, so that they are no longer afraid to open their mouths

3. The “Weak” – support the weak
a. who are the weak? ... it could be

(A) physically – health, disability, fatigue
(B) faith-wise – doubts, uncertainties
(C) in morality – guilt, wrong life-style
(D) materially – poverty, financial problems, job

b. these may be the Very Draining People – however, isn’t that why we are called to be disciples of Jesus – to make disciples of
others without respect of person?

c. what form of discipleship is appropriate?
(A) literally, stand beside, put your arm around, and help them shoulder their burden
(B) this is not theoretical but practical help
(C) Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 NAS: Two are better than one because they have a good return for their labour.  For if either of them

falls, the one will lift up his companion. But woe to the one who falls when there is not another to lift him up.

C. Three Qualities Needed in Providing Discipleship

1 Thessalonians 5:14b-15 AV: ... be patient toward all men.  See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which
is good, both among yourselves, and to all men.

1. Who are the “all men”?
a. “men” supplied by translators for clarity

(A) not in Greek
b. first occurrence – be patient toward all men

(A) particularly references what precedes
(B) that is, the three groups
(C) could be rendered “all of these who need you to provide discipleship”

c. second occurrence – both among yourselves, and to all men
(A) contrasted with the phrase

(1) among yourselves (AV, PHIL)
(2) one another (NAS, NIV, RSV)
(3) ie., others in the congregation



(B) so extends the thought outside the church
(1) three qualities that are to be sought

(a) being patient or long-suffering
(b) grace in the face of rejection
(c) pursuing good

(2) last two apply equally also to unbelievers
(3) could be rendered “both among the Christians you know and with all of your other family and acquaintances”

2. Patience
a. the first quality I see that we need in this passage is patience:  be patient toward all men.
b. defined 5. [James Rye]

(A) what it is not
(1) it is not blind resignation to unavoidable facts (that is capitulation and fatalism)
(2) it is not dependent on your having a particular temperament, but the Holy Spirit (Gal 5:22-23)

(B) what it is
(1) it must be authenticated by true peace
(2) it is based on quiet confidence in God

(a) we must realize our own limitations
(b) we must consciously submit to God's sovereignty.

c. so patience is based on faith
(A) 6. Robert Schuller tells of a winter at home, when his dad needed firewood.  Finding a dead tree and his dad sawed it

down.  In the spring, to his dismay, he found new shoots had sprouted from the trunk.  He said to his son, “Bob, I
thought sure it was dead; the leaves had dropped, the twigs snapped, it seemed as if there was no life there.  But now
I see there is still life at the taproot of the old tree.”

(B) when you’re providing discipleship to a Christian
(1) there will be times when it looks as if there is no life at all
(2) but patience, with the eye of faith, sees that life, then takes God at His word, and labours on until the Holy Spirit brings

forth His fruit in that new life

3. Grace
a. the second quality I see that we need in this passage is grace: See that none render evil for evil unto any man;

(A) grace is defined as unmerited favour
(1) it is, of course, epitomized in God, who does not reward or destroy us out of hand for our evil action and attitude

against Him



(2) when you as a Christian commit yourself to providing discipleship to others, then you to are going to need grace
(a) there will be times when all the returns are negative
(b) it will be thankless

(B) but there is a storehouse of grace upon which you can draw to carry out this work
(1) 2 Corinthians 8:9 NAS: For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake

He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.
(2) 2 Corinthians 12:9 NAS: And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.”

Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in me.
(3) there you have it: in Christ – in His example, in His work and in His power.

4. Goodness
a. the third quality that I see that we need in this passage is goodness: but ever follow that which is good,
b. word used is a broad one, being good in its most general sense: so let me suggest some ways in which it needs to be

demonstrated
(A) goodness with respect to motive – providing discipleship is not intended to be

(1) for our own gratification
(2) for our own exaltation
(3) but so that those to whom we minister may grow in their grace and knowledge of the Lord, Jesus Christ – (2 Peter

3:18)
(B) goodness with respect to lifestyle

(1) living in the world, but not of the world
(2) abiding in Christ, and citizens of heaven
(3) so that you can say, with Paul,

(a) 1 Corinthians 11:1 NAS:  Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.
(C) goodness with respect to personal relationships

(1) benevolence in deeds
(2) benevolence in attitude
(3) living out the command

(a) Romans 12:10 NAS: Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honour;

D. Consequences
1. seeking to carry out a Priscilla and Aquila ministry

a. you will encounter rebuff and misunderstanding
b. you will need to receive divine qualities



(A) longsuffering patience
(B) unwarranted grace
(C) benevolent goodness

2. but because God’s Holy Spirit is working
a. to give to you His gifts – those “fruit of the Spirit” of Galatians 5:22-23: “Love, Joy, Peace, Long-suffering (patience), Gentleness,

Goodness, Faith, Meekness, Temperance (self-control)
b. to instruct you in all things (John 16:13)

3. you have every incentive to provide discipleship
a. it is a feasible task
b. others have done it for you!

(A) 7. Several years ago in Mississippi, a doctor taught a Red Cross course in emergency medical assistance to a group of ladies
at the church.  One evening a serious accident occurred in front of the home of one of these ladies. 

At the next Red Cross class, that lady described the accident.  “It was horrible,” she exclaimed.  “There was blood on the
street, bruised bodies, and broken bones.  I was so glad to have had your course on emergency medical assistance.”
“Were you able to use what I taught you?” the doctor asked.
“Yes,” she replied.  “I put my head between my legs and breathed deeply, and never once felt as though I would faint.”

(B) when God, through other Christians,  provided discipleship to us, He had a purpose – something other than us being able
to put our heads down so that we didn’t faint – but rather that we be able to provide aid to others

c. an intrinsic part of preserving the church in her mission of fulfilling the commission

4. and you will receive immeasurable spiritual rewards as you see your spiritual children mature into the what Christ would have them
be ...
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