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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES

A. Discipleship involves ______________ and _______________

B. Who should be disciples?

1. the _______________ in the local church, who

a.  ___________ the benefits of its ministry

b.  are _________, cared for by its ministry

2. needed by every ________ of Christian _________

3. yes! the __________ needs discipleship too!

C. How should we be disciples?

1. involves our __________ to those providing discipleship: examples:

a.  _______________

b.  _______________

c.  _______________

2. involves our __________ in response to that discipleship: example:

a.  _________ in ________

D. Why should we be disciples?
1. Apollos’ example is that there are still ________ for us to ______

2. what value do we place on the Christian ___________ we’ve had?

a. our _____ ______ to these people

b. the ____________ they have revealed in their ministry

3. what value do we place on the Christian _________ they do?

a. we show this by the ___________ service each of us does

b. we show this by our ___________ 

4. we should be willing to accept discipleship because

a. it is God who ___________ those who disciple us

b. God’s purpose is to ________ the saints (that is the church)

(A) so that the Gospel may be __________

(B) so that each Christian may become a _________ person

5. so when we become subject to discipleship in Christ, 
a. we are acknowledging the blessedness of those who do the work

and the work itself
b. we are obeying Him, following Him, in His plan to establish His

church among men and to work His will in our lives

Other NotesOther Notes

References in this message — story of Apollos: Acts
18:24–28;  the Holy Scriptures are the basis of discipleship: 1
Timothy 3:16–17;  Attitudes to avoid: 2 Timothy 3:1-7;
command of attitude of high estimation: Philippians 2:3;
command of love (among many places): Romans 12:10;
Christian servants appointed by God and His purpose:
Ephesians 4:11-13;  Qualifications to provide discipleship: Acts
6:3, 1 Timothy 3:1–13, Titus 1:5–9



1.1 Thessalonians 5:12-13  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Discipleship 101 - Learning It!

A. Excuses!
1. innately we dislike instruction  and correction

a. our youthful feelings about school

no more pencils
no more books
no more teacher’s
cross-eyed looks!

b. and when corrected
(A) we rationalize our behaviour
(B) we make excuses
(C) greatest comfort when we can say

(1) I didn’t know!
(2) Mom, I didn’t know you were saving that last piece of pie for dad!
(3) Mom, I didn’t know I had be be home by eleven!

2. probably why we fear some appointments
a. with the dentist

(A) we know we didn’t floss
(B) we know we didn’t brush as we should
(C) and we know that he will know
(D) and say so

b. with the doctor
(A) we know we didn’t stick to his regimen
(B) we know we didn’t exercise
(C) and we know that he will know
(D) and say so



3. so disliking correction, we avoid instruction
a. but God has different plans for us

2 Timothy 3:16–17 AV: All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine [that is, “teaching”, for
you younger people], for reproof [that is, being “bawled out”], for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  that the
man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished [or, perfectly equipped] unto all good works.

b. so in that verse
(A) being instructed (or taught) found twice
(B) being corrected is found twice
(C) and we call this process, “Discipleship”

4. Today, let us find out about the first part of that process,  of “Discipleship 101"
a. of being taught , of what we do not know
b. of being corrected, when wrong

5. 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 NAS: But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labour among you,
and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction,  and that you esteem them very highly in love because
of their work. Live in peace with one another.

6. 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 NIV: Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in
the Lord and who admonish you.  Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each
other.

B. Who should be Disciples?
1. as identified by the text

a. those known as “brethren” 
(A) an inclusive term (not just men)
(B) the believers in that local church

b. those who receive the  benefits
(A) of the diligent labourers



(B) of instruction
c. those who are sheep!

(A) protected, purchased by Good Shepherd
(B) given into charge of under-shepherds

2. as illustrated in Scripture reading: Acts 18:24-28
a. Apollos’ qualifications

(A) eloquent
(B) mighty in the Scriptures
(C) instructed in the “Way” of the Lord
(D) taught correctly knowledge of Jesus
(E) boldly witnessed to Jews
(F) so, what discipling would he need?

b. Apollos’ need
(A) eg., didn’t know believer’s baptism
(B) implied that there were other details

c. Apollos’ discipling
(A) by Priscilla and Aquila

(1) a New Testament husband-wife team
(2) place for women teaching brethren!

(B) explained the “Way” more accurately
d. discipleship needed at every level of Christian growth

3. as found in our “assembly” of believers
a. “what about you, pastor?”

Even fleas have smaller fleas,
On their backs to bite ’em;
And they in turn still smaller ones,
And so on, ad infinitum!



b. in common with all believers, the Holy Spirit
c. but in practical terms

(A) may fail to follow the Spirit’s leading
(B) accountability to the Board
(C) accountability to fellow pastors

(1) meeting weekly for prayer at King’s Light with Pastor Don Clark and other pastors
(2) bi-monthly association meetings

(D) accountability to Maureen!

C. How should we be Disciples?
1. who do well in school?

a. those who find a joy in new understanding
b. those who appreciate those who teach them
c. those who follow up by studying on their own
d. those who apply what they learn
e. those who have right attitude and actions
f. so it is with those in the School of Jesus Christ

2. what attitudes and actions should we have
a. in negative terms, learning from the warning in 2 Timothy 3:1–7 NAS:  But realize this, that in the last days difficult times

will come.  For men will be [1] lovers of self, [2] lovers of money, [3] boastful, [4] arrogant, [5] revilers, [6] disobedient to
parents, [7] ungrateful, [8] unholy, [9] unloving, [10] irreconcilable, [11] malicious gossips, [12] without self-control, [13]
brutal, []4] haters of good, [15] treacherous, [16] reckless, [17] conceited, [18] lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of
God; [19] holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these.  For
among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by
various impulses,  always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.

b. in positive terms, from the text
(A) attitude to those providing discipleship

(1) appreciation (NAS; “know” AV; “recognize” NKJV, PHIL; “respect” NIV, RSV, WEY
(2) esteem very highly (NAS & most; “hold ... in the highest regard” NIV) – command of Philippians 2:3



(3) in love (en agape) – command of Romans 12:10
(B) action in response to the discipleship

(1) live in peace
(a) may be part of next two verses
(b) may be transition between “Discipleship 101 – Learning It!” and “Discipleship 201 – Providing It!”
(c) but, in any event, successful application of our discipleship should manifest itself in practical actions, one

of which is “peace with one another”

D. Why should we be Disciples?
1. Consider Apollos again, briefly

a. despite all his qualifications
(A) had some misconceptions
(B) there were still things for him to learn
(C) needed these to carry out the work for which God prepared him

b. similar considerations apply to us

2. consider the text
a. key phrases show why

(A) “diligently labour ... because of their work”
(B) “have charge over you in the Lord”

3. “diligently labour ... because of their work”
a. involves how much value we place on

(A) the Christian servants who do the work
(B) the Christian service which they do

b. flows from our esteem of those discipling us
(A) past debt  to godly Christian servants who

(1) have forgone worldly benefits for Christ
(2) have led us in passionate concern
(3) have demonstrated Christlikeness



(B) the character they reveal in their discipling
(1) encouragement
(2) strengthening in our faith
(3) understanding of our blessings

c. flows from our valuation of Christian service
(A) 100's of hours volunteer service in our church

(1) demonstrates value you place on this
(2) not a matter for self-glory

(a) Redeemer–Christ owns our loyalty
(b) can we ever repay His love who died for our sins to purchase our salvation?

(B) your generous offerings
(1) to spread gospel in this community
(2) to spread gospel through world
(3) measures your value of Christian service

d. so when we become subject to discipleship in Christ, we are acknowledging the blessedness of those who do the work
and the work itself

4. “have charge over you in the Lord”
a. Who appoints men to be pastors, teachers, and other church offices – those who disciple us?

(A) danger of thinking it is us as church members
(1) among Baptists, a prevalent attitude
(2) also other congregational churches

(B) Bible says it is God who does this; e.g. Ephesians 4:11  And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and
some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,

(C) Bible also shows that it is God who sets the qualifications for such offices (Acts 6:3, 1 Timothy 3:1–13, Titus 1:5–9)
to provide an objective measure to us of their worthiness to provide discipleship to the church

b. why are these appointments made?
(A) candidate profiles drafted by pulpit search committees are sometimes funny

(1) none of apostles would qualify!
(2) include responsibilities, qualifications that would be hard to find in the Bible



(a) “has humour in the pulpit”
(b) “know real estate so he can help us get new church property”
(c) “good at getting publicity”

(B) how God chooses to work on earth
(1) look at the rest of the passage above Ephesians 4:12-13 NAS  for the equipping of the saints for the work of

service, to the building up of the body of Christ;  until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a  mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness
of Christ.

(2) God spreads his gospel using the body of Christ, His church
(3) God equips that  body for this work by the men that He prepares to lead: the teachers, pastors, evangelists,

apostles
c. so when we become subject to discipleship in Christ, we are obeying Him, following Him, in His plan to establish His

church among men and to work His will in our lives

E. Invitation
1. this first Sunday of the new year, if you haven’t done so already, is a good time to

a. ... come to the Saviour who died for your sins
b. ... step out to obey His word by following the Lord Jesus in the matter of baptism
c. ... identify yourself with Jesus Christ and with His people by joining in church membership

2. and if you have obeyed in these three things, to determine that you will, by the grace of God and the power of the Holy
Spirit, follow the Lord Jesus in discipleship so that you reach that “measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness of
Christ.”
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