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Human–Centred
________–people

love _____________
presume ________

have a willing __________
unprepared for His coming

S___________
D__________

facing _______ and
destruction

. . . . . . . shocked and surprised!

God–Centred
_________–people

love the ___________
________ of the real situation

_________ God’s Word
prepared for His coming

A_______
S_______ 

facing _________ and
salvation

. . . . . . . . . . . . awaited wonder!

SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. The Two Comings of the Lord Jesus Christ

1. Similarities
a. in both, God is _______________ personally in history
b. both are fulfilment of Bible ______________
c. in both, the exact __________ is in the Father’s control alone
d. in both, there is widespread expectancy, but few

____________Differences
e. Christ’s work: 1st gracious ___________; 2nd as _________
f. manner: 1st, ________ birth; 2nd, ___________ appearing

B. The Two Illustrations of the Surprise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 Thes 5:2–3
1. the unexpected visit from a ________ (house-breaker)
2. the uncertainty of the _________ of birth

C. Mankind’s Two Groups . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 Thes 5:4–9

How Day-People Should Prepare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 Thes 5:6-11
(For further information on this subject, read Ephesians 6:10–19)

D. Christians are to be A_________; I can accomplish this by ...

E. Christians are to be S_________; to me this will mean ....

F. Christians are to put on the breastplate of  F______ and  L_____;  I can
show these God-given characteristics by ...

G. Christians are to put on the helmet of the H______ of S_________; this
will help protect my ....

H. Christians are to ___________ and ___________ one another; God
has especially prepared me to do this by ...

I. Other preparation (armour) that I can put on (Eph 6:10–19):

OtherOther  Bible References  Bible References — Two groups of people: Matthew 12:30, Mark 9:40;
 Prophecies of two comings: Isaiah 61:1–2, Luke 4:18-19, 1 Peter 1:10–12;
The timing is in the Father’s control: Galatians 4:4–5, Acts 1:7;  Second coming
for judgment: Hebrews 9:27–28;  ... is glorious: Titus 2:13;  Thief illustration:
Matthew 24:43, Luke 12:39, 1 Thes. 5:2, 4, 2 Peter 3:10;  Darkness and
Light: John 3:19, 1 John 1:7;  False peace: Isaiah 59:7–8, Psalms 37:9;
Sleeping or serving: Proverbs 6:9–11, 1 Corinthians 9:16;  Be alert: 1 Peter
5:8–9;  Hope a solid motivation: Hebrews 12:2, 6:19;  Choices presented to
people by God: Deuteronomy 30:15...20, 1 John 5:12



—{1}. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Eveready

A. Introduction
1. the title, “Eveready”?

a. not advertising a brand of batteries
b. if so, prefer the “Energizer bunny!”

(A) Energizer bunny and all the rest
(B) only the Energizer keeps on going & going

c. but our thought is to be ever ready for Christ

2. Paul is giving a spiritual truth
a. a truth which divides men into two camps
b. a truth which only one camp will heed

(A) so as to be alert
(B) so as to be suitably armed

3. So today I want to look at some contrasts
a. between the two advents of Christ
b. between the two camps of mankind
c. and the conclusions to be drawn

(A) in readying our lives
(B) introducing the final section of the letter

B. Christ’s Two Advents (Comings)
1. Similarities

a. both are God intervening personally in history
(A) actively, visibly taking part in Person of Son
(B) dividing all mankind into two groups

(1) Matthew 12:30 NAS: He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me
scatters.



(2) Mark 9:40 NAS: For he who is not against us is for us.
b. both are fulfilment of Bible prophecy

(A) sometimes, both comings to be found in the same prophetic passage; Jesus only applied the first
part of Isaiah 61:1-2 to His ministry: The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, Because the LORD has
anointed me To bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To
proclaim liberty to captives, And freedom to prisoners;  To proclaim the favourable year of the
LORD, [stopping here] And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn.

(B) So, the prophets wrestled with this duality themselves as we see in 1 Peter 1:10-12 NAS: As to this
salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that [would come] to you made careful search
and inquiry,  seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating
as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.  It was revealed to them that they
were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you
through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things into
which angels long to look.

c. the exact timing is in the Father’s control alone
(A) A Sunday school teacher remembered that tells how he looked for a very popular book about the

rapture in 1990.  He went into a nearby Christian book store to see if he could get a copy.  Not
remembering the title, he explained to the salesperson the book’s subject.  She said, “Oh, you must
mean the book, Eighty-eight Reasons Why The Rapture Will Definitely Come in 1988.” “That sounds
like it,” he said.  She said, “That also came in a 1989 edition.”  He tried to keep from laughing out
loud. “We sent back our unsold copies last Spring,” the salesperson said apologetically. —{2}.

(B) Galatians 4:4-5 NAS: But when the fulness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a
woman, born under the Law,  in order that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that
we might receive the adoption as sons.

(C) Acts 1:7 NAS: He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has
fixed by His own authority”

(D) Mark 13:32 NAS: But of that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,
but the Father alone.

(E) 1 Thessalonians 5:1 NAS: Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of
anything to be written to you.



d. widespread expectancy, but few prepared
(A) scribes in Herod’s court knew all the words but only a few came to recognize the Christ
(B) now widespread interest in fulfilled prophecy but only a relative few life-changed faithful

2. Differences
a. in Christ’s ministry or work

(A) first, as gracious Saviour providing for sin
(1) dividing men into those who receive Him and are empowered as sons of God, and those who do

not
(B) second, as a Judge – no more opportunity

(1) dividing men into those to be blessed and those to be punished
(C) Hebrews 9:27-28 NAS: And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes

judgment,  so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, shall appear a second
time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him. 

b. in its manner
(A) the quiet birth in a small town, limited 

(1) to Mary and Joseph and their family
(2) to Anna and Simeon
(3) to shepherds and townspeople
(4) to the Magi from the east

(B) the glorious appearing of our Lord
(1) to those alive and those dead
(2) with the accompany of His angels
(3) Titus 2:13 NIV:   while we wait for the blessed hope -- the glorious appearing of our great God

and Saviour, Jesus Christ,

C. Two Illustrations of the Surprise  1 Thes 5:2-3
1. For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night.  While they

are saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction will come upon them suddenly like birth pangs upon a
woman with child; and they shall not escape.



2. the unanticipated entry of a house-breaker
a. thief picture used this way 4–5 times in NT
b. something which may be expected, but whose timing is totally unknown: or the house-owner would have

taken preventative steps
c. note the subject: that it is the “day of the Lord”, the timing of the entrance of God terminating history,

not the Lord, who comes as a thief; it is the surprise of the event, not the secrecy of its Author

3. the uncertainty of the moment of birth
a. it is readily apparent that a child is coming
b. but, even now with all the medical knowledge, the actual arrival frequently surprises the doctor, dad, and

mom!

4. the two images together tell us the emphasis that Paul is making ... the timing is totally unknown

D. Mankind’s Two Groups   1 Thes 5:4-5
1. But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day should overtake you like a thief;  for you are all sons

of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness;

2. two different points of view
a. human-centred  wisdom and knowledge

(A) see things in shades of grey
(B) no real difference between systems of faith
(C) right and wrong not absolute, but relative
(D) based on intellect, not revelation

b. God-centred wisdom and knowledge
(A) there is black, there is white
(B) there is one Way, Jesus Christ
(C) sin is sin is sin and God abhors sin
(D) God has chosen to reveal truth to mankind

c. this passages names these two as being of



(A) the night people
(B) the day people

3. Night People versus Day People
a. darkness ... light

(A) John 3:19 NAS:  And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the
darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.

(B) 1 John 1:7 NAS: but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.

b. presume peace ... aware of the situation
(A) willing unbelief ... accept God’s Word
(B) unprepared ... prepared
(C) Isaiah 59:7-8 NAS: Their feet run to evil, And they hasten to shed innocent blood; Their thoughts

are thoughts of iniquity; Devastation and destruction are in their highways.  They do not know the
way of peace, And there is no justice in their tracks; They have made their paths crooked; Whoever
treads on them does not know peace.

(D) Psalms 37:9 NAS: For evildoers will be cut off, But those who wait for the LORD, they will inherit
the land. 

c. sleeping ... awake  1 Thes 5:6–8a
(A) so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober.  For those who sleep do their

sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at night.  But since we are of the day, let us
be sober ...

(B) Proverbs 6:9-11 NAS: How long will you lie down, O sluggard? When will you arise from your sleep?
“A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the hands to rest” —  And your poverty will come
in like a vagabond, And your need like an armed man.

(C) Carl Sandburg, persuaded to attend the dress rehearsal of a very serious play by a very serious
young dramatist  unfortunately slept through most of the performance.  The dramatist was
outraged.  “How could you sleep when you knew how much I wanted your opinion?” “Sleep,”
Sandburg reminded him, “is an opinion.” —{3}.

(D) those who sleep show their opinion of God



(E) “if it feels good do it” on one hand ... on the other, Paul: 1 Corinthians 9:16 NAS: For if I preach
the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion; for woe is me if I do not preach
the gospel.

d. drunken ... sober
(A) discuss this a little further in a moment
(B) two strongly contrasting attitudes to life

e. facing wrath and destruction ... peace and salvation
(A) tremendous difference in destinies
(B) eternal destroying or eternal living
(C) magnitude beyond our ken

f. shocked surprise ... awaited wonder

E. How Day-People Should Prepare
1. One day in 1789, the sky darkened ominously over the Connecticut House of Representatives. Some of the

members, glancing out the windows, feared the end was at hand. Quelling a clamour for immediate
adjournment, Colonel Davenport, the Speaker rose and said, “The Day of Judgment is either approaching
or it is not.  If it is not, there is no cause for adjournment.  If it is, I choose to be found doing my duty.
Therefore, I wish that candles be brought.” —{4}.

2. Be Alert
a. because there is a battle raging

(A) for men’s souls
(B) to detract from your witness

b. 1 Peter 5:8-9 NAS Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring
lion, seeking someone to devour.  But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences
of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.

3. Be Sober
a. same as that taught by Peter in passage above
b. contrasted with drunkenness, but is more

(A) drunkenness is the result of having an improper regard for what is important and what is not; using



drinking and eating to excess and for purposes which dishonour the image of God in which we are
created; and results in not only inebriation, but also foolish jesting and debauched living

(B) Webster: 7. Characterized by reason, sanity, or self-control; showing mental and emotional balance
(C) Strong: Abstain from wine; figuratively, be discreet, sober, watch[ful]
(D) Grimm-Thayer from verb: to be calm and collected in spirit; to be temperate, dispassionate,

circumspect
c. not to be seen as denying Christian joy
d. Christians are to live in a fashion that reflects an understanding of eternal values and priorities

4. Put on Breastplate of Faith and Love
a. protection for our inward being
b. outwardly directed qualities

(A) faith is upward
(B) love is both upward and sideward

5. Wear Helmet of Hope of Salvation
a. protection for our thoughts
b. hope

(A) not a matter of wishes or desires
(B) future expectation setting current direction
(C) the motivation of Christ in Hebrews 12:2 NAS  ... fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter

of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down
at the right hand of the throne of God.

(D) so hope a very solid thing, Hebrews 6:19 NAS:  This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a
[hope] both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil,

c. of Salvation
(A) this is to be the consuming fact of our lives
(B) it is God’s work, and therefore is

(1) perfect
(2) eternal



(3) demanding
(C) so this should affect our plans, our actions, our thoughts, our desires, our whole life

6. Encourage (strengthen) one another

7. Build up (edify) one another

F. Conclusions
1. Same choices today as Moses gave to Israel: Deuteronomy 30:15 ... 20 NAS: “See, I have set before you

today life and prosperity, and death and adversity;  in that I command you today to love the LORD your
God, to walk in His ways and to keep His commandments and His statutes and His judgments, that you may
live ... "I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, the
blessing and the curse. So choose life in order that you may live ... by loving the LORD your God, by obeying
His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is your life and the length of your days ...”

2. Or, as it is expressed in the New Testament: 1 John 5:12 NAS: He who has the Son has the life; he who
does not have the Son of God does not have the life.

3. How will you react: surprised shock ... awaited wonder?
4. God is going to invade this earth in force, but what is the good of saying you are on his side then when you

see the whole natural universe melting away like a dream and something else, something it never entered
your head to conceive, comes crashing in; something so beautiful to some of us and so terrible to others
that none of us will have any choice left? For this time it will be God without disguise; something so
overwhelming that it will strike either irresistible love or irresistible horror into every creature. It will be too
late then to choose your side. ... That will not be the time for choosing. It will be the time when we discover
which side we have really chosen whether we realized it before or not. Now, today, this moment is our
chance to choose the right side. God is holding back to give us that chance. It will not last forever.

C. S. Lewis —{5}.
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