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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
A. When does the Battle Start? 1 Thes 2:13–14

1. when G______’s W______ enters the scene
a. God uses M_____ to carry this
b. but it is H_____ S_______’s work to make it effective

2. people receiving this have their C_____________ changed
B. What is the Nature of this War? 1 Thes 2:14b–16

1. it first broke out among humanity in the G________ of E_____
2. the decisive, victorious battle was at the C______ & R___________
3. the J________ churches had already experienced it
4. fighting on the wrong side were the officialdom of the J______

C. Who is the Real Enemy? 1 Thes 2:17-18
1. it is S________ (the A_________ or the A__________)
2. though defeated at the cross, he yet has immense P_______

D. Who is Going to Win? 1 Thes 2:19-20
1. for the soldier’s encouragement: at Christ’s A__________ this

victory, now concealed will be made M__________ (shown) to all

Scriptural references in this message — God’s use of men to
carry out “the foolishness of preaching” to His glory: 1
Corinthians 1:18-21; 2 Corinthians 4:5-9; Christian’s change
in citizenship: Colossians 1:12-13; Persecution accompanying
Thessalonians receiving God’s Word: 1 Thessalonians 1:6;
Peter’s comforting of the persecuted church: 1 Peter 4:12-13;
Jesus’ manifesto of the Kingdom: Matthew 5–7 ... especially
5:11–12; Christ’s victory: John 12:31–32, 1 Corinthians
15:54–57; Persecution of the Jewish churches: Acts 9:1–3,
Hebrews 10:32–34; The Jews’ rejection of God’s prophets:
Luke 11:47–50; Hebrews 11:36–38; Warnings of the power of
Satan: 1 Peter 5:8–9, Ephesians 6:11–12

For Further StudyFor Further Study

1. In this passage, despite the hardships, what things does Paul find for
which he is grateful and joyous?

2. What things does Paul say that show his feelings about these Christians
in Thessalonica?

3. What are Paul’s feelings concerning the persecuting Jews as found in
(you should really read the entire book of Romans – or at least chapters
9 through 11– to understand these passages!):
a. Romans 9:1–5

b. Romans 11:1–7



—{1}. 1 Thessalonians 2:13-20  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   War-Time Suffering

A. Introduction
1. Private Jones was assigned to the Army induction centre, where he was to advise new recruits about their

government benefits, especially their Serviceman's Group Life Insurance (SGLI).   It wasn't long before the
centre's Lieutenant noticed that Private Jones had almost a 100% record for insurance sales, which had
never happened before.  Rather than ask about this,  the Lieutenant stood in the back of the room and
listened to Jones's sales pitch.

Jones explained the basics of the SGLI to the new recruits, and then said, "If you have SGLI and go into
battle and are killed, the government has to pay $200,000 to your beneficiaries.  If you don't have SGLI,
and you go into battle and get killed, the government has to pay only a maximum of $6000."

"Now," he concluded, "which bunch do you think they are going to send into battle first?"  —{2}.

2. But that is not the way God works in His army
a. yes, the church is built on the blood of the martyrs and persecution strengthens them
b. but the church is founded on the blood of the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ

3. It was not easy to be a Christian in Thessalonica where believers faced persecution and suffering. Their
situation explains Paul's choice of words:
a. (received word in much) affliction or tribulation (1:6; 3:3) = pressure from circumstances
b. (Thessalonians) suffered (2:14) = the same word as is used for Jesus' sufferings (“Passion”)
c. (Jews) persecuted or drove out (Paul and the other missionaries)  (2:15) = rejected
d. (Jews) contrary or hostile (2:15) = used of winds that hinder progress
e. (Satan) hindered, thwarted or stopped (2:18) = pictures a road so broken up that travel is blocked (but

we will look at the implications of this word again later)

4. however, today as we look at the passage read
a. we will realize that adversity is not unexpected



b. that while adversity intimidates us
c. adversity should not overwhelm us

B. When does the Battle Start?
And for this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received from us the word of God’s message,
you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work
in you who believe.  For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in
Judea, for you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own countrymen, even as they did from
the Jews, (1 Thessalonians 2:13–14 NAS)

1. when God’s Word enters the scene
a. God uses men to carry this word (Paul)

(A) 1 Corinthians 1:18-21 NAS: For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  For it is written, “i will destroy the wisdom of the
wise, and the cleverness of the clever I will set aside.” Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe?
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  For since in
the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not [come to] know God, God was well-pleased
through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.

(B) 2 Corinthians 4:5-9 NAS: For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves
as your bond-servants for Jesus’ sake.  For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the
One who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face
of Christ.  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassing greatness of the power
may be of God and not from ourselves;  we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed,
but not despairing;  persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed;

b. but this is Holy Spirit work
(A) He inspired of the Word that is preached
(B) It is He that effects the salvation of those people hearing the evangel

2. when people receive that Word
a. there is a change in citizenship



b. Colossians 1:12-13 NAS: giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance
of the saints in light.  For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the
kingdom of His beloved Son

c. and that’s when the war-time suffering starts
(A) not a sign of failure
(B) not something unexpected

(1) It was part of Paul’s message to them in: 1 Thessalonians 1:6 NAS:  You also became imitators
of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit

(2) Peter comforted the persecuted church with the same truth: 1 Peter 4:12-13 NAS:  Beloved, do
not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as
though some strange thing were happening to you;  but to the degree that you share the
sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice
with exultation.

(3) Jesus declared the same truth when He preached His manifesto of the Kingdom in the Sermon
on the Mount: Matthew 5:11-12 NAS: Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, and
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of Me.  Rejoice, and be
glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before
you.

C. What is The Nature of this War?
for you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own countrymen, even as they did from the
Jews,  who both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out. They are not pleasing to God, but
hostile to all men,  hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they might be saved; with the result that
they always fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them to the utmost.  (1 Thessalonians
2:14b–16 NAS)

1. this is part of a long-time war
a. it broke out in humanity in the Garden of Eden

(A) Satan’s first deceptive attack on mankind
(B) sin triumphs and introduces suffering



b. the battles and skirmishes fill the old Testament
(A) the names of famous generals on God’s side: Noah, Abraham, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David, Isaiah
(B) the names of famous opponents and turn-coats: Balaam, Goliath, King Ahab

c. but the decisive battle has taken place
(A) victory took place at cross and resurrection
(B) John 12:31-32 NAS: Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world shall be cast out.

"And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself."
(C) 1 Corinthians 15:54-57 NAS: But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this

mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "Death is
swallowed up in victory.  O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?"  The sting
of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law;  but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

2. the Judæan church had experienced it v. 14b
a. Paul could certainly report on this!

(A) Acts 9:1-3 NAS: Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord,
went to the high priest,  and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that
if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem.  And it came about that as he journeyed, he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly
a light from heaven flashed around him;

(B) but God ended that by Saul’s conversion!
b. but their persecution didn’t stop

(A) Hebrews 10:32-34 NAS:  But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you
endured a great conflict of sufferings,  partly, by being made a public spectacle through reproaches
and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers with those who were so treated.  For you showed
sympathy to the prisoners, and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you
have for yourselves a better possession and an abiding one. 

(B) and they are now joined in this experience by the Thessalonians

3. the officialdom of the Jews fought on wrong side which was part of their long-term practice: v. 15



a. this is not a diatribe against the Jews
(A) Paul and Christianity accused of anti-Semitism
(B) but only have to read Romans 9–11 to discover the contrary

b. killed Jesus
c. killed prophets (N. T. theme, but was part of the acknowledged extra-Biblical Jewish history)

(A) Perhaps Paul had in mind Jesus’ words from Luke 11:47-50 NAS:  Woe to you! For you build the
tombs of the prophets, and it was your fathers who killed them.  Consequently, you are witnesses
and approve the deeds of your fathers; because it was they who killed them, and you build their
tombs.  For this reason also the wisdom of God said, ‘I will send to them prophets and apostles,
and some of them they will kill and some they will persecute,  in order that the blood of all the
prophets, shed since the foundation of the world, may be charged against this generation,

(B) Hebrews 11:36-38 NAS: and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and
imprisonment.  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to
death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted,
ill-treated  (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and
caves and holes in the ground.

d. what they did with the good news v. 16
(A) literally: cut off, cut short
(B) so, got in the way of, hindered, forbade, the missionaries declaration of the Gospel

4. contrary nature of these unbelieving Jews
a. against God
b. against man
c. picture of a dog in a the horse’s stall

D. Who is The Real Enemy?
But we, brethren, having been bereft of you for a short while—in person, not in spirit — were all the more eager
with great desire to see your face.  For we wanted to come to you — I, Paul, more than once — and yet Satan
thwarted us.  (1 Thessalonians 2:17–18 NAS)



1. Satan
a. aware of intents of God’s people
b. constant enemy of God (from Paradise on)
c. name means adversary or accuser
d. business is 

(A) obstructing service of God
(B) disparaging word of God
(C) work of God

2. though defeated, there is immense power in these opposition forces
a. military terms and flavour

(A) v. 17 bereft, torn away or being taken - “orphanized from”
(B) v. 18 hindered - “made defensive trench”

b. so even apostle Paul prevented in his plans
c. 1 Peter 5:8-9 NAS:  Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a

roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same
experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.

d. Ephesians 6:11-12 NAS:  Put on the full armour of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the
schemes of the devil.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the
heavenly places.

 
E. Who is Going to Win?

For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His
coming?  For you are our glory and joy.  (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 NAS)

1. for the soldier’s encouragement
a. at’s Christ’s appearing
b. the victory now concealed
c. will be made manifest to all



2. the prize of victory (“spoil”)
a. for those who are in God’s army, it is found
b. in serving God, and, 
c. in God’s redeemed people themselves

3. given the opposition’s strength what do we do?
a. “Restraining prayer, we cease to fight:

Prayer keeps the Christian's armour bright;
And Satan trembles when he sees,
The weakest saint upon his knees."  —{3}.

4. Let’s close by singing “Am I a Soldier of the Cross?”
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