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This Business of Faith
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SERMON NOTESSERMON NOTES
Paul expresses a three-fold thankful remembrance of the Thessalonians:
A. the W___________ of their F________ 1 Thes. 1:2-3
B. the L____________ of their L________

C. the E____________ of their H________
D. The meaning of W________ in the first of these is used to describe a

life that daily O__________ itself with F________
This Business of Faith is one that reflects itself in a person’s life as follows:
E. this faith recognizes the E___________ of S_____ 1:10

F. this faith is marked by its C__________ R_________ to the Gospel:
1. in W_______ 1:4-5
2. in P_______

3. in the H______ S________
4. in, by or with A____________

G. this faith is not concerned with C_______________ 1:6
H. this faith C________ L______ 1:6-7
I. this faith changes a person’s S_________ L________ 1:9

J. this faith takes part in S__________ the G________ 1:8
K. this faith A_______ E___________ the appearing of the Lord Jesus

1:10

References in this message:— Balaam and Balak, Numbers 22; The demons believing, James 2:19;
Faith as a way of life, Hebrews chapter 11; Christ’s enduring the cross, despising the shame,
Hebrews 12:2; Eagerly awaiting Christ’s second appearing for salvation, Hebrews 9:28; Effects on
our life in view of His return, 1 Thessalonians 3:13, 4:10-12, 5:23

For further study ... Read Hebrews chapter 11, “The Faith Chapter”For further study ... Read Hebrews chapter 11, “The Faith Chapter”

1. What elements of the “Business of Faith” do you find in the lives of
those described in this chapter?

2. What additional elements of “busy” faith do you find in their lives?

3. What elements would you most like to add to your own life?  Why?



—{1}. 1 Thessalonians 1:2–10  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   This Business of Faith

A. Paul’s Thankful Memories 1:2-3
We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention [of you] in our prayers;  constantly bearing in
mind your work of faith and labour of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence
of our God and Father, (1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 NAS)

1. three-fold remembrance
a. of the working of your faith — Active faith: faith working: (Gr: ôï õ åñãï õ ôçò ðéóôåù ò) - business,

occupation of faith; your life-work to which your faith prompts you; —{2}.  its “energy” is shown in
(A) their full persuasion of the truth and value of the Gospel
(B) their firm and steadfast adherence to it in the midst of severe trials
(C) the great change which it had wrought in them
(D) the efforts which they had put forward to diffuse it

b. of the labouring of your love — love labouring: (Gr: ôï õ êï ðï õ ôçò áãáðçò) - toil, fatigue of love; toil
which love to Christ suggests & sustains —{2}; this implies
(A) Great solicitude for the welfare, both temporal and spiritual, of others; affection revealed in

unselfish acts:  NCBC

(B) of the same character as God’s love
(C) this love enables the Christian to engage in labourious toil on God’s account

c. of the enduring of your hope — Patient hope: hope enduring: (Gr: ôç í  õðï µï í ç ò ôçò åëðéäï ò) - fortitude
in hope (under + abode ... the solid part of a house)
(A) A conviction that Christ will come
(B) A preparedness for His coming
(C) An expectation of this coming
(D) An earnest desire for it

2. but, back to faith: Paul talks about the work of their faith: this is not good works.  The word, åñãï í , means
(1) business, employment, that with which one is occupied, work (2) the product of such work (3) a act,
deed, thing done — so I think Paul is describing



3. a life which daily occupies itself in faith
a. what is your occupation?
b. what absorbs your life?
c. how are your spare moments spent?

(A) a doctor’s practice?
(B) a professional’s profession?
(C) an entrepreneur’s business?

d. or is it your trust relationship with God?

B. What is this business of faith?
1. some false concepts

a. doesn’t matter what you believe if you’re sincere
b. I learned the Apostle’s creed in church
c. Christians seem to prosper; I’ll try it
d. God said it, I believe it, that does it

(A) contrary examples
(1) Balaam and Balak, king of Moab
(2) You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. (James 2:19

NAS)
(B) not necessarily false: depends on why

(1) is it a fact I cannot dispute?
(2) or have I abandoned myself to it?

2. faith: the insubstantial substance
a. not confined to the salvation experience
b. in Old Testament, trust is shown as a life-style
c. Hebrews 11 depicts it as the way of life

C. This Business of Faith - This Occupation in Faith
1. this faith recognizes the enormity of sin

a. and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, [that is] Jesus, who delivers us from



the wrath to come. (1 Thessalonians 1:10 NAS)
b. the gospel (good news) only can be preached when the corresponding bad news is known

(A) man is a sinner by birth and by choice
(B) God’s wrath is fixed against sin

(a) not uncontrolled anger of irritation
(b) not arbitrary or unprincipled
(c) directed against evil on account of the fact that God is holy, pure, and righteous

c. repentance
(A) is not merely feeling sorry - remorse
(B) not turning over a new leaf - rehabilitation
(C) not paying up for the wrong - penance

2. this faith is marked by its committed, four-fold response to the gospel
a. knowing, brethren beloved by God, [His] choice of you;  for our gospel did not come to you in word only,

but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we
proved to be among you for your sake. (1 Thessalonians 1:4-5 NAS)
(A) in word 

(1) words themselves insufficient (as  parable of the sower or soils shows), but it is part of the
entrance of life in God’s plan 

(2) preaching is foolishness to man but it conveys the wisdom of God
(3) starts chain of salvation: faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God

(B) in power 
(1) åí  äõí áµåé: dynamic results
(2) effectual implantation of the word
(3) this is what transforms the Word from mere ideas to a life-changing force

(C) in the  Holy Spirit
(1) where it was God’s work
(2) if they had quenched His convicting work then all the words and power were nil

(D) in, by or with assurance
(1) a piling up of ideas here

(a) from ðëçñï -ö ï ñåù : to (habitually) bear or bring full; carry through to the end; fill one with



thought, conviction or inclination
(b) plus ðï ëõò: many; great; intensely

(2) this is not assurance of salvation, 
(a) but the conviction of the truth which brings us to repentance and faith
(b) this is the final step of acceptance of the message

b. the proof of election is the acceptance of the gospel and there is no implication here that election has
held back opportunity for salvation from others in Thessalonica ... just that only these believers manifest
it so far

3. this faith is not concerned with the consequences
a. You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with the

joy of the Holy Spirit, (1 Thessalonians 1:6 NAS)
b. Aslam in Narnia Tales (C.S. Lewis)

(A) of course He’s not safe
(B) come to put a sword
(C) but He’s good

c. they knew of Paul’s mistreatment in Philippi but they believed anyway
(A) we will see more of this in chapter 2
(B) it is one thing to accept a message of “pie in the sky in the sweet bye and bye” but what about stiff

persecution in the here and now?

4. this faith changes lives
a. You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with the

joy of the Holy Spirit,  so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.
(1 Thessalonians 1:6-7 NAS)

b. how it showed
(A) µéµçôáé: emulators, followers
(B) model, impression made by stamp

c. the chain reaction — (if less than a specific amount of a radioactive substance is amassed, then as it
decays, the radiation will pass out of the substance; in a generating plant, this radiation can be used to
heat water and run equipment to generate electricity; but, it the mass it greater than that limit, then the



radiation will initiate further decay beyond that which is normal, and the process will go out of control
– it will go critical resulting in a melt-down or explosion – this is a chain reaction)
(A) It starts with the life of Christ who, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who

for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:2 NAS)

(B) Paul followed Christ’s pattern, suffering for the sake of the gospel
(C) they, too, despised the shame, and suffered as had Paul, in their faith
(D) so they in turn became patterns for all the Christians in European Greece
(E) what would happen in this town, this region, this country, this world, if our imitation of Christ as

believers “went critical”?
d. How can this come about?

(A) Would you like to know the sweetness of the secret of the Lord? 
Go and hide beneath His shadow; this shall be your reward;
And whene’er you leave the silence of that happy meeting place, 
You will surely bear the image of the Master in your face. —  E. L. Goreh.—{source unknown}

(B) alone, or as a body of believers, we have many opportunities for prayer, seeking God’s face

5. this faith changes spiritual loyalty
a. For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to

God from idols to serve a living and true God, (1 Thessalonians 1:9 NAS)
b. persecution was the natural result of this change in allegiance

(A) Satan has no cause to oppress his own
(B) but when the gospel threatens, war!

c. turned from
(A) bondage to sin
(B) servanthood to Satan
(C) no hope, but death

d. turned to
(A) freedom in Christ
(B) disciples of the Lord Jesus
(C) with joy and life now and to come



6. this faith takes a part in spreading the gospel
a. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every

place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything. (1 Thessalonians
1:8 NAS)

b. their lives of faith made Paul’s recounting of their conversion unnecessary
c. but on their account, the word spread

(A) has sounded: John Chrysostom (3rd century) said it was like the sounding of a trumpet 
(B) has sounded: perfect tense - a past action whose effect is continuing in the present

d. Your “turning” or “conversion” is only a beginning ... You are a “disciple,” that is, one under teaching;
but your teaching, your discipleship, has only commenced.  Your life is a book — it may be a volume of
larger or smaller size — and conversion is but the title page or preface.  The book itself remains to be
written.  It is a book written for eternity; see that it is written well.  It is a book for the inspection of
enemies as well as friends; be careful of every word.  It is a book written under the eye of God; let it be
done reverently, without levity, yea, without constraint or terror. — Anonymous —{source unknowns}

e. You are living a Gospel, a chapter each day, 
By the deeds that you do, by the words that you say, 
Men read what you live, whether faithless or true 
Say, what is the Gospel according to you? — Anonymous —{source unknown)

7. this faith awaits expectantly 
a. and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, [that is] Jesus, who delivers us from

the wrath to come. (1 Thessalonians 1:10 NAS)
b. so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, shall appear a second time for salvation

without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him. (Hebrews 9:28 NAS)
c. waiting for the coming

(A) just as our future life is determined by our response to the gospel in the present life, our present
life is to be to be determined by the future one

(1) to be blameless and holy 3:13, 5:23
(2) diligence (ie., not passive) 4:10-12

(B) and, as we said, this appearing of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ is imminent: it may



happen at any instant: faith strains at the leash, yearning for this

D. Conclusion
1. this faith saves
2. this faith changes our citizenship
3. this faith gives us new values
4. this faith eagerly awaits Christ’s appearing!
5. where do you stand in respect to this faith?

a. if you haven’t yet done so, take that first step of faith today, in sorrow for your sinful state before God
and in gratitude to Christ’s redeeming work

b. but don’t let your faith just be something that “happened” so many years ago, but something that will
be your occupation, your way of life through this week
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